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Last-ditch talks as fears 
of Ukraine war intensify 


Macron says Putin is 
open to dialogue but 
US warns Moscow has 
issued invasion orders 


Hopes undermined as 
Belarus says Russian 
troops will remain in 
country indefinitely 


Paris 


The French president, Emmanuel 
Macron, yesterday launched a des- 
perate last-minute effort to avoid 
Russian invasion of Ukraine, amid 
further US warnings that war was 
imminent. He said he had persuaded 
Vladimir Putin to endorse urgent 
talks aimed at securinga ceasefire in 
the disputed east of Ukraine. 


The two leaders agreed during a 
105-minute telephone call to hold 
discussionsin the hope oforganising 
a summit to review Europe's future 
security architecture, Macron said. 

But hours after hisannouncement, 
US news networks claimed US intel- 
ligence sources were briefing that 
Russiantroops had received ordersto 
proceed with the invasion. More than 
150,000 Russian troops are massed 
on the borders, and yesterday Bela- 
rus's defence ministry said Russian 
forces sent there for military exer- 
cises would remain indefinitely. 

The US secretary of state, Antony 
Blinken, said: “Everything we are 
seeing suggests that this is dead 
serious, that we are on the brink of 
an invasion” He added: “Until the 
tanks are actually rolling, and the 
planes are flying, we will use every 
opportunity and every minute we 
haveto see if diplomacy can still dis- 
suade President Putin from carrying 
this forward? 

Earlier Boris Johnson said Russia 
planned to launch the biggest war 


in Europe since 1945 by attacking 
Ukraine in a “bloody and protracted 
conflict”. The west would use “allthe 
pressure we can bring” to “make sure 
that this venture does not succeed”. 

Thechink of diplomaticlight came 
after Putin spoke on the phone with 
Macron, his favoured western inter- 
locutor, yesterday morning, and the 
outcome, broadly confirmed by the 
Kremlin, suggests the Russian leader 
might be willing to step back from 
the brink of a full invasion to allow 
renewed diplomatic discussions. If 


É =” mu 
Anofiicial observer watches the 
border in separatist-held Luhansk 


not, heisinstead involvedin an elab- 
orate deceit of the French. 

Under the plan, the French for- 
eign minister, Jean-Yves Le Drian, 
will meet his Russian counterpart, 
Sergei Lavrov, in the coming days 
to work on a possible summit at the 
highest level with Russia, Ukraine 
and allies, the Élysée said. 

The two leaders agreed to resume 
work on a meeting “within the frame- 
work of the Normandy format”, 
meaningthe participants willbe Rus- 
sia, Ukraine, France and Germany, 
Macron's office and the Kremlin said. 

Putin and Macron would also 
work “intensively” to allow the tri- 
lateral contact group - whichincludes 
Ukraine, Russia and the Organiza- 
tion for Security and Co-operation 
in Europe - to meet “in the next 
few hours” in an effort to secure a 
ceasefire in eastern Ukraine, where 
government troops and pro-Russia 
separatists are facing each other, 
according to the Elysée statement. 

It is too early to say if 
Macron has pulled off a 
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Queen has 
Covid but 
symptoms 
mild - palace 


The Queen has tested positive for 
Covid-19, ahead ofthe expected end- 
ing of all coronavirus restrictions in 
England in the coming days. Buck- 
ingham Palace said the monarch, 
95, was experiencing “mild cold-like 
symptoms” but expected to continue 
carrying out light duties this week. 

It was confirmed she had been in 
direct contact with her eldest son and 
heir, the Prince of Wales, the week 
he had the virus, while a number of 
cases have also been reported at her 
Windsor Castle home. 

The announcement yesterday 
was made only a few weeks after 
the Queen, who will be 96 in April, 
reached her platinum jubilee of 70 
years on the throne on 6 February. 

The prime minister, Boris Johnson, 
had been speaking earlier in the day 
about moves to lift Covid-19 restric- 
tions, saying: “Now is the 
moment for everybody to (4) 
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US says Putin is readying 


Y Georgian paramilitaries in Kyiv 
at the weekend, training Ukrainian 
civilians to fight Russian forces 
PHOTOGRAPH: EFREM LUKATSKY/AP 
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troops amid frantic talks 


O Continued from page 1 


last-minute diplomatic coup, orifhe 
willhavethe full supportfor his initi- 
ative from Washington and London. 
Sofar, mostofthe French president's 
diplomatic moves have been coordi- 
nated with the White House. 

Gérard Araud, a former French 
diplomat, defended Macron, say- 
ing: “He is today the only western 
leader actively engaged in finding a 
peaceful way out of the current cri- 
sis. He does know that he may fail, 
and probably will, but he is right to 
try, and deserves our support and 
understanding” 

The Élysée statement said “intense 
diplomatic work will take place in 
the coming days”, including several 
consultations in the French capi- 
tal, adding that the two leaders also 
agreed on “the need to favour a dip- 
lomaticsolutionto the ongoing crisis 
andto do everythingto achieve one”. 

An Élysée official confirmed fur- 
ther talks between the two leaders 
were scheduled, but said Putin and 
Macron had “different interpreta- 
tions” of what was happening in the 
Donbas region and who wasto blame, 


with the French president arguing 
that pro-Russia separatists were 
responsible, and the Russian leader 
insisting it was Ukrainian forces. 
The Elysée official said Macron 
would be talking “in the next few 
hours” to the German chancellor, 
Olaf Scholz, and the US president, 
Joe Biden. Further calls were likely 
tobeplacedto Boris Johnson, the Ital- 
ian prime minister, Mario Draghi, and 
other close partners, the official said. 
They said Putin had reiterated 
that Russia “intends to withdraw its 
troops” from Belarus once exercises 
were complete. “All this will have 
to be verified, and that could take 
some time? the official said, noting 


A Vladimir Putin and Emmanuel 
Macron's call lasted 105 minutes 


statements by Belarusian authori- 
ties “do not appear to match Putin”s 
words”. The Belarusian defence min- 
ister has said Russia and Belarus were 
extending the military drills, due to 
end yesterday, in a step that further 
intensifies pressure on Ukraine. 

The Kremlin said that Putin had 
expressed serious concern over the 
deterioration ofthe situation on the 
lineofcontactin Donbas. The Russian 
statement said: “Takinginto account 
the acuteness ofthe current state of 
affairs, the presidents considered it 
expedientto intensify the search for 
solutions through diplomatic means 
through the foreign ministries and 
political advisersto the leaders ofthe 
countries participating in the Nor- 
mandy format. These contacts are 
designed to help restore the cease- 
fire and ensure progress in resolving 
the conflict around Donbas:” 

The Kremlin insisted Putin was 
not withdrawing any of his wider 
demands, saying he “reiterated the 
need for the United States and Nato 
totake Russian demands for security 
guarantees seriously and respond to 
them concretely and to the point”. It 
made no reference to Macron's pro- 
posed leaders” summit. 

The statement added that Putin 
blamed the escalation in Donbas on 
the provocations of the Ukrainian 
security forces, and he complained of 
the continuing provision of modern 
weapons and ammunition to Ukraine 
by Nato countries, “which is push- 
ing Kyiv towards a military solution 
to the so-called Donbas problem”. 

Violence in eastern Ukraine has 
increased in recent days as Ukraine 
and thetwo regions held by therebels 
eachaccusedthe other of escalation. 
Russia said on Saturday at least two 
shells fired from a government-held 
part ofeastern Ukraine landed across 
the border, but the Ukrainian foreign 
minister, Dmytro Kuleba, dismissed 
the claim as “a fake statement”. 

For years, violence has broken out 
along the line separating Ukrainian 
forces from the Russia-backed rebels, 
buttherearefears increased shelling 
could set off a full-scale war. 
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EU anger over 
London role as 
safe haven for 
Russian money 


Daniel Boffey 
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Britain has frustrated its EU allies and 
weakened the west's financial threat 
to the Kremlin by failing to close a 
loophole that willensure London real 
estate remains a safe haven for Rus- 
sian money, according to diplomatic 
sources in Brussels. 

New legislation, described as the 
“toughest ever” by the foreign secre- 
tary, Liz Truss, gives the government 
powersto freeze the assets ofindivid- 
ualslinkedto the Russian stateinthe 
event of an invasion of Ukraine, but 
it fails to “capture” property owned 
via anonymous offshore structures. 

The irritation in EU capitals at the 


perceived hole in the UKºs sanctions 
threat has only been exacerbated 
by Boris Johnson's repeated calls 
in recent days for European gov- 
ernments to “wean” themselves off 
dependency on Russian gas. 

“Parading around preaching at 
youralliesisall very wellifyou have 
sorted your own house out? said one 
diplomatic source. “But they haven't. 
You only need to look at the number 
of empty properties in Kensington 
and Chelsea to know that?” 

Truss had claimed that legislation 
laidin parliament on 10 February left 
theoligarchs with “nowhereto hide” 
as the UK is able to sanction entities 
and businesses of economic and 
strategic significance to the Russian 
government, as wellastheir owners, 
directors and trustees. 

But EU capitals are concerned 
by the failure of the government to 
ensure that theidentity ofthose who 
ownrealestateisat handintheevent 
of sanctions being necessary. 

According to Transparency Inter- 
national, morethan 85,000 properties 
inthe UK are owned anonymously by 
entities registered abroad. 


The legal loophole in Europe”s 
punitive package has beenthe subject 
of discussions in recent days among 
diplomats coordinatingaresponseto 
Russian aggression. Itis understood 
these concerns have been conveyed 
to London. A Foreign Office spokes- 
person declined to comment. 

Johnson, speaking to the BBC's 
Sunday Morning programme yester- 
day, conceded that the City ofLondon 
had a problem with Russian money 
but claimed the government would 
beableto expose the true ownership 
ofproperty througharegister ofben- 
eficial ownership. 

Johnson told the BBC: “We are 
making sure that we open up the 
Russian doll of property ownership, 
of company ownership, in London 
and see who's behind everything. 
And we've got to do it and we've got 
to hit very hard? 

However, such a database has 
not been established despite prom- 
ises made by the government since 
2016. Plans for an economic crime 
bill had been included in the 2019 
Queen's speech, but the legislation 
has yet to materialise. 


Monday 21 February 2022 The Guardian 


News 


Y Milli Smith (reserve), Hailey Duff; 
Jen Dodds, Vicky Wright and Eve 
Muirhead with their gold medals 
after beating Japan yesterday 
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Curlers spare a nation's blushes - but 
Team GB will have to raise its game 


Sean Ingle 
Beijing 


They came, they curled, they con- 
quered. And, on the very last day of 
these Winter Olympics, four rock 
stars finally won Team GB's first gold 
medal in Beijing. 

Almost 700,000 people were 
watching back home in the early 
hours of yesterday morning as Eve 
Muirheadºs quartet brushed Japan 
aside 10-3inthe women's curling final 
-to complement the silver medal won 
by the men's team on Saturday. 

The victory also cappedaremark- 
able turnaround for Muirhead - the 
Iron Lady of curling - and her team- 
mates Vicky Wright, Jen Dodds, and 
Hailey Duff, after they initially strug- 
gledto qualify for these Games. 

They also had Covid before a final 
qualifying tournament in December, 
lost four matches in the round robin 
stages, and only snuckinto the semi- 
finals after other results went their 
way. Even then they were 4-0 down 
to Sweden before a stunning rever- 
sal of fortune. 

Yet when the stakes were at their 
highest, Britain's women played it 
ice cool. “It's definitely been a roller- 
coaster journey for the whole team?” 
said Muirhead, who burst into tears 
of relief on the podium. “For me it 


was a very tough summer with the 
pandemic, with lockdown, with not 
initially qualifying for the Olympics. 
There were days when Ijust wanted 
to throw my shoes in the cupboard 
and not take them out again. 

“But we all came back, we had this 
new team put together, we then won 
the Europeans and then the Olympic 
qualifying tournament. There have 
been ups and downs, there has been 
a couple of positive tests, but here 
we are, five [including the teams 
reserve, Mili Smith] very healthy girls 
with gold medals round their necks? 

Afterwards their coach, David 
Murdoch, gave a succinct assess- 
ment of what he had witnessed. “Tt 
was a perfect performance) he said. 
Italso provided a much needed fillip 
for Team GBafter a Winter Olympics 
in which a bobsleigh overturning at 
83mph and a speed skater stopping 
a lap too early had threatened to 
become its defining images. 

Now, though, it will be the sight 
of Muirhead dramatically clearing 
out a Japanese stone to score four 
for Team GB in the seventh end - 
which in effect sealed victory - that 
will linger longest in the memories. 


> Hailey Duff; Eve Muirhead and 
Jennifer Dodds during the gold 
medal match, which they won 10-3 
PHOTOGRAPH: CATHERINE IVILL/GETTY 


Four years ago the Scot had fluffed 
astraightforward shotto win bronze 
against Japan. This very much felt 
like a redemption rock. “It took me 
a long time to get over it and even 
now Istill think of that shot” admit- 
ted Muirhead. “Hopefully it will be 
out ofmy mind now?” 

GB curling's performance direc- 
tor, Nigel Holl, attributed the 
unprecedented success in Beijing to 
the building of a national centre in 
Stirling in 2017. 

Since then the British teams have 
been able to train full time, which 
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Tt was a very tough 
summer. There were 
days when I wanted 
to throw my shoesin 


the cupboard and not 
take them out again' 


Eve Muirhead 
Skipper, Team GB 


A The British men's team - Ross 


Whyte, Hammy McMillan, Bobby 
Lammie, Grant Hardie and Bruce 
Mouat - with their silver medals 


gives them a significant advantage 
over many rivals. 

Hollalso cited the introduction of 
a squad system, which meant nine 
women had to fight each other for 
four places, as a way ofincreasing the 
level of competition and standards. 

Another standout star ofthe British 
team was Wright, who has combined 
her sport with helping Covid patients. 
Havingreturned to nursing full-time 
duringthe pandemic, she stillworks 
one day a week at Forth Valley Royal 
hospitalin Larbert, near Falkirk, and 
said she would be back on the wards 
next week. 

“They would have stayed up to 
watch last night)” she said. “TI can't 
waitto seethem whenIgo back. Itold 
them Pd do my bestto bring a medal 
back and to take a gold one, I can't 
believe it?” 

This victory was also hailed by 
Rhona Howie, whose “stone of des- 
tiny” brought Britain's last curling 
gold medalatthe 2002 Gamesin Salt 
Lake City. 

“They never hadit easy here, they 
had to fight all the way)” she said. 
“That's where thetrue gritand deter- 
mination that Eve has comesin. She'll 
never stop fighting. Like we did 20 
years ago, you get given that chance 
and my goodness you take it” 

However, despite the late suc- 
cesses, Britain's two medals still fell 
short of the target of between three 
and seven for Beijing. Afterwards 
thechiefexecutive ofUK Sport, Sally 
Munday, admitted she was “disap- 
pointed” by the overall performance. 

“It's fair to say that these Games 
have been a setbackin Great Britain's 
Olympic success story” she said. 
“We've taken some blows. And I 
think probably you could liken us to 
a wounded lion. We willgo away, we 
will lick our wounds. But please be 
assured we will come back and roar 
stronger for Milan-Cortina in 2026 

Munday refused to be drawn on 
whether there might be cuts to pro- 
grammes such as skeleton, which 
received £6.4m to prepare for the 
Beijing Games only for its athletes 
to be way off the pace, saying there 
would have to be a comprehensive 
review first. 

Skeleton is seen as particularly 
vulnerable as there are no tracks in 
Britain for people to try the sport, 
while the enormous tech advantage 
Team GB once had looked to be com- 
pletely eroded in China. 

“We mustn'?t lose sight of some of 
the exciting performances that we 
have seen over these two weeks and 
that does offer us some optimism/? 
said Munday, who said she hoped to 
see an increase in the £28m budget 
for these Winter Games. 

“It's important for me to say that 
the last two weeks have not altered 
our ambition to become an ever 
greater force in winter sport” 
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Queen tests positive for Covid-19 


but symptoms mild, says palace 


O Continued from page 1 


get their confidence back” He later 
tweeted: “Pm sureIspeakfor every- 
onein wishing Her Majesty the Queen 
a swift recovery from Covid and a 
rapid returnto vibrant good health? 

Wishesfor a speedy recovery were 
expressed by ministers and figures 
including the Labour leader, Keir 
Starmer, who tweeted: “On behalf 
of myself and the whole of OQUKLa- 
bour, wishing Her Majesty the Queen 
good health and a speedy recovery. 
Get well soon, Ma'am? 

Others posting messages wishing 
the Queen wellincluded Tedros Adh- 
anom Ghebreyesus, director general 
of the World Health Organization, 
the prime ministers of Barbados and 
Israel and the president of Kosovo, 
along with public representatives 
from Commonwealth countries. 

A statement released by Bucking- 
ham Palace confirmed that the Queen 
had tested positive yesterday. It 
added: “Her Majesty is experiencing 
mild cold-like symptoms but expects 


to continue light duties at Windsor 
over the coming week. 

“She willcontinueto receive med- 
ical attention and will follow all the 
appropriate guidelines? 

Hours after her diagnosis, the 
Queen was well enoughto send con- 
gratulations to the British women?s 
curling team for an “outstanding per- 
formance” that yielded a gold medal 
at the Beijing Olympics. 

A message from the Queen was 
posted from the royal family Twit- 
ter account in which the monarch 
offered the winning curlers her 
“warmest congratulations” after 
their 10-3 final victory over Japan. 

“I know that your local commu- 
nities and people throughout the 
United Kingdom willjoinmeinsend- 
ing our good wishes to you, your 
coaches and the friends and family 
who have supported youin your great 
success” she said. 

While following Covid guidelines 
on self-isolating after testing posi- 
tive, it is also likely that the Queen 
will be working from her red boxes, 


Prince Charles last week. He tested 
positive after meeting the Queen 


which are sent to her every day and 
contain policy papers, Foreign Office 
telegrams, letters and other state 
papers from government ministers 
and Commonwealth representatives. 
They haveto be read and, wherenec- 
essary, approved and signed. 

The Queen carried outa number of 
official engagements virtually during 
the weekafter concerns that she may 
have been at risk of contracting the 
virus. She was pictured on Tuesday 
greeting the Estonian ambassa- 
dor, who spoke to her via video link 
from Buckingham Palace. She also 


received the Spanish ambassador 
over a video link. 

Her firstmajor public engagement 
for more than three months was held 
on5 February, the eve of her jubilee, 
when she met charity workers at 
Sandringham, cut a celebratory cake 
and used a walking stickto rest on. 

Sheisunderstoodto betriple-vac- 
cinated, but she had been on doctors” 
orders torestsince mid October, after 
cancellinga run ofengagements and 
spending a night in hospital under- 
going preliminary tests. 

She is believed to have spent time 
with Charles on 8 February, when 
he hosted an investiture at Wind- 
sor Castle. A few days later he tested 
positive for Covid, the second time 
heis believed to have contracted the 
virus, but he made a quick recovery 
to full health. 

The Duchess of Cornwall has also 
tested positive for Covid, with Clar- 
ence House confirming last Monday 
that the duchess was self-isolating. 

The royal household has its own 
physicians, and the Queen's doctors 


The Queen meets R Adm James 
Macleod, right, and Maj Gen Eldon 
Millar at Windsor last week 
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will be on hand to take care of and 
monitor the head of state, with Prof 
Sir Huw Thomas, the head of the 
medical household and physician to 
the Queen, expectedto bein charge. 

The Queen's positive test comes 
just over four months before the cel- 
ebratory weekend, in the first week 
in June, which forms part of plans to 
mark her 70 years onthethrone. Ithas 
been unclear which events she will 
take partin, though most ofthe jubi- 
lee duties were already likely to be 
givento other members ofher family. 

Just a few weeks ago, the mon- 
arch had begun to resume her normal 
duties, hosting at Sandringham her 
largest reception in months, on the 
eve of her platinum jubilee anniver- 
sary, and a few days later held her first 
in-person audience with the prime 
minister in many weeks. 

She had previously spent a nightin 
hospitalin October last year, and she 
was also absent from Remembrance 
Sunday commemorations in Novem- 
ber after spraining her back, leaving 
other members ofthe royal family to 
honour the war dead in public. 

She now regularly uses a stick. 
When asked how she was, she told 
two senior military officers ata Wind- 
sor Castlereception last week: “Well, 
as you can see, Ican't move? 
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Prognosis New antiviral drugs 


mean radically improved outlook 


Ben Quinn 


ith the Queen 

approaching 

her 96th 

birthday in 

April, there was 

always going to 
be concern about her contracting 
Covid - but the monarch has tested 
positive against a radically different 
backdrop from when the virus 
arrived in the UK. 

In addition to the protection 
afforded by her vaccinations - and 
she is thought to have had a booster 
- she could also be given antiviral 
drugs approved by UK authorities 
as recently as December. 

However, while engaging in 
“light duties”, her care at Windsor 
Castle will come from her “medical 
household”, medical staff who are 
part ofthe royal household. 

Atthe forefront of decisions 
about that care will be the Queen's 
physician, Sir Huw Thomas, 
who is a consultant at St Mary”s 
hospital in London and professor 
of gastrointestinal genetics at 
Imperial College London, as well as 
the head ofthe medical household. 

He may choose to prescribe one 
or more of a number of antiviral 
medications designed to protect 
the most vulnerable, a decision 
which potentially might have to be 
made within days. 

Despite the press and public 


being told that the Queen is 
suffering from mild symptoms, 
experts stress that nearly all severe 
Covid infections can begin with 
mild symptoms. 

Drugs which could be considered 
include Ronapreve, which was 
approved last August and contains 
types of proteins called monoclonal 
antibodies. Ithas been shown 
to reduce the risk ofhospital 
admission or death by 70% in those 
with mild to moderate Covid-19. 

Two other options include drugs 
approved in the UK in the last part 
of last year: Molnupiravir, which 
clinical trials suggests reduces 
the risk of hospital admission or 
death by 30% and Pfizer's Paxlovid, 
which has been shown to be about 
90% effective in preventing the 
need for hospital admission. Three 
other drugs include Sotrovimab, 
Remdesivir and Dexamethasone. 

The Queen missed the 
Remembrance Sunday event at 


A The Queen 
cuts a cake 

to celebrate 
the start of 
her Platinum 
Jubilee. She is 
now said to be 
on “light duties” 
after testing 
positive for 
Covid 


the Cenotaph last year dueto a 
sprained back. Before that, she 
attended a busy reception for 
business leaders at Windsor Castle 
on 19 October. But the next day, 
she cancelled a trip to Northern 
Ireland on medical advice and was 
admitted to hospital for a night to 
undergo preliminary tests. 

She then spent more than 
three months carrying out only 
light duties on doctors” orders. 
That hospital stay was her first 
in eight years. In 2013, she was 
treated at a private clinic for a bout 
of gastroenteritis, staying as an 
inpatient for one night. 

Nevertheless, as Age UK has 
noted, age is not the only factor 
influencing individual risk from 
Covid-19; sex, ethnicity, and some 
pre-existing medical conditions 
should also be considered. 

The charity pointed out that, 
during the last few months of 2021, 
older people had remained less 
likely than other age groups to have 
coronavirus. 

While reiterating that there 
was evidence that the protection 
afforded by vaccines waned over 
time, the charity also said that 
protection against serious illness 
remained “very high” for at least 
five months, and urged the elderly 
to geta booster. 

The monarch herselfexpressed 
enthusiasm in public last year for 
vaccinations as she encouraged 
people to “think about other 
people rather than themselves” 
and get the Covid-19 jab, in a video 
call with health officials leading 
the deployment ofthe vaccine 
across the UK. 

“Once you”ve had the vaccine, 
you have a feeling of, you know, 
you're protected, which is Ithink 
very important? she said. 


Analysis 
Hannah Devlin 


How much risk is virus to a 


cautious 95year-old, and what 


he image of the 
Queen sitting alone 
mourning the death 
of Prince Philip has 
become a symbol of 
public sacrifice during 
the pandemic. And the 95-year- 
old monarch appears to have 
been fastidious in abiding 
by public health guidance, 
wearing a face mask, scaling 
back Christmas celebrations, 
and indicating her support for 
the vaccine. However, with 
continuing very high levels of 
Covid-19 in the community, even 
the most cautious are at risk. 
Throughout the pandemic, 
older people have been 
disproportionately at risk from 
Covid-19. During the first wave, 
about 10% of those aged 80 years 
and over who were infected died. 


might the royal doctors do? 


And since March 2020, more than 
5% of England”s population of 
those over 90 years old have died 
within 28 days of a positive Covid 
test. But during the past year, 
things have improved dramatically. 
Vaccination has offered a crucial 
defence. A study of more than 
200,000 people published this 
week found that older people have 
significantly lower concentrations 
of antibodies in their blood after 
vaccination than younger ones 
and their levels of antibodies wane 
more quickly. But lower rates of 
infection suggest that older age 
groups more than compensate 
for this higher susceptibility by 
behaving more cautiously and 
having fewer social contacts. 
Protection against severe disease 
in older age groups appears to be 
holding up well. 


5% 


Prevalence of 
Covid infection 
among people 
aged 70 and 
over in January 
-arecord high 


90% 


The proportion 
of'those aged 
65 and over 
protected 
against 
hospitalisation 


after a third jab 


Research by the UK Health 
Security Agency shows that around 
three months after they received 
the third jab, protection against 
mild infection among those aged 65 
and over dropped to about 30%. 

But protection against 
hospitalisation remains at about 
90%. Omicron has also turned 
out to be a milder variant, with 
the chance of needing hospital 
admission for those over 70 years 
of age being reduced by more than 
one third. 

In January, the prevalence 
of Covid infections in the 70+ 
category rose above 3% - the 
highest at any time during the 
pandemic - and it remains hovering 
above 2%. But there has not been a 
huge surge in deaths. 

Professor Paul Hunter, an 
infectious diseases expert at the 
University of East Anglia, said 
someone in their 90s would be at 
increased risk of severe disease 
compared with younger people, 
even ifthey have been triple 
vaccinated. 

He told the PA news agency: 
“With somebody in their mid-90s, 
even ifthey're triple vaccinated, 
you are concerned that they 
could gradually deteriorate over 
coming days and so you would 
need to keep a very careful eye on 
them. You would, Ithink, almost 
certainly be considering giving 
anti-viral drugs” 


“The virus 

is leaving 
alegacy of 
poor mental 
health that 


services are 
not equipped 
to deal with' 


Matthew 
Taylor 

NHS 
Confederation 


Mental health 
NHS leaders 
warn millions 
face 'second 
pandemic' 


Andrew Gregory 
Health editor 


Millions of patients in England face 
dangerously long waits for mental 
health care unless ministers draw up 
a recovery plan to tackle a “second 
pandemic” of depression, anxiety, 
psychosis and eating disorders, NHS 
leaders and doctors have warned. 

Covid-19 has sparked a dramatic 
rise in the numbers of people expe- 
riencing mental health problems, 
with 1.6 million waiting for special- 
ised treatment and a further 8 million 
who cannot get on the waiting list 
but would benefit from support, 
the heads of the NHS Confederation 
and the Royal College of Psychiatrists 
have told the Guardian. 

In parts of the country, specialist 
mental health services are so over- 
whelmed that they are “bouncing 
back” even the most serious cases 
of patients at risk of suicide, self- 
harm and starvation to the GPs that 
referred them, prompting warnings 
from doctors that some patients will 
probably die as a result. 

Sajid Javid, the health secretary, 
who has acknowledged that national 
levels of depression have almost 
doubled since the start of the pan- 
demic, is facing pressure to rapidly 
develop a comprehensive plan. 

The call follows publication of 
the NHS elective recovery plan 
this month, which set out how the 
backlog of people needing surgical 
procedures is to be addressed. 

“Fora worryingnumber of people, 
the [Covid]virusisleavingagrowing 
legacy ofpoor mental health that ser- 
vices arenot equipped to deal with? 
said Matthew Taylor, the chiefexecu- 
tive ofthe NHS Confederation, which 
represents the whole of the health- 
care system in England. 

“With projections showing 
that 10 million people in England, 
including 1.5 million children and 
teenagers, will need new or addi- 
tionalsupportfor their mental health 
over the next three to five yearsitis 
no wonder that health leaders have 
dubbed this the second pandemic. A 
national crisis of this scale deserves 
targeted and sustained attention 
from the government? 

The NHS Confederation is calling 
for an expansion of specialist men- 
tal health care, and a recruitment 
drive. One in 10 consultant psychi- 
atrist posts are unfilled. 

Dr Adrian James,, the president 
ofthe Royal College of Psychiatrists, 
said: “Weurgently need a fully funded 
mental health recovery plan, backed 
by a long-term workforce plan. Mil- 
lions of children, young people and 
adults are seeking help from mental 
health services that are overstretched 
and under-resourced.” 

The Department of Health and 
Social Care was approached for 
comment. 


They're 
taking the 
pistachios 


You might have heard the big mobile networks 
are raising your bills. Again. Which means 

you could lose an average of £107. 

Like you haven't got enough on your plate. 
With the tax rises. The energy rises. 

The pretty-much-everything-else rises. 

At Tesco Mobile, we think you deserve better. 
Which is why, for another year, we won't be 
raising our prices during your contract. 

Join us for prices that stay fixed. 


TESCO 


O o o e 


This is Supermarket Mobile mobile 
Every utto holps 


Loss of £107 based on customer taking 24-month contract for iPhone 13 128Gb purchased between 1 Feb — 31 Mar with EE, O2, Three or Vodafone, and each providers” expected annual mid-contract price rise. Prices correct 25 January 2022. 
Tesco Mobile will not increase monthly subscription prices for pay-monthly services during minimum contract period. For full details and substantiation see tescomobile.com/fixed-prices 
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A busy Victoria line train on the 
London Underground, where face 
masks are a condition ofcarriage 
PHOTOGRAPH: GUY BELL/ALAMY 


to end Covid rules in England this week 


Political correspondent 


Boris Johnson will proclaim that the 
lifting ofallremaining Covid restric- 
tions in England this week marks a 
“moment of pride” when he unveils 
the government's long-term strategy 
for living with the virus, despite con- 
cerns from health experts and Labour 
that the move is premature. 

The legal requirement for anyone 
with Covid to isolate will be ditched 
a month earlier than planned, while 
free PCR and lateral flow tests willbe 
axed in an attempt to rein in public 
spending and restore people”s confi- 
dence that life can return to normal. 

The national contact tracing ser- 
vice is expected to be wound down 


and schoolchildren willno longer be 
toldto get tested twice a week. 

Fresh guidance is expected to be 
issued, similar to that already pub- 
lished about seasonal flu, designed to 
letindividuals make their own judg- 
ments about the risk of catching or 
transmitting Covid. 

Following meetings over the week- 
end the cabinet will be assembled to 
rubber-stamp the plans today before 
a Commons statement by the prime 
minister and a press conference in 
theevening, likelyto feature the gov- 
ernment's two leading pandemic 
advisers, Prof Chris Whitty and Sir 
Patrick Vallance. 

The changes will startto comeinto 
effect from later in the week. 

Johnson insisted yesterday that 
thecountry was “in a different world” 


from whenthe pandemicstarted and 
said he wanted to “shift the balance” 
away from rules to advice for dealing 
with Covid. 

He told the BBC that coronavirus 
“remains a dangerous disease” for 
vulnerable and unvaccinated peo- 
ple, but said it was time “to see our 
country really getting back on its 
feet”, with workers going back to 
their offices “in the normal way”. 

To prepare for the threat of new 
variants emerging, it is understood 
that some measures will be kept in 


66.1% 


Proportion of people in the UK 
eligible for a coronavirus vaccine 
who have had all three doses 


reserve. Health sources suggested 
these could include lab capacity for 
sequencing tests and back-up contact 
tracing and mobile testing. 

So far, 91.4% ofthose eligible for a 
vaccine have had their first dose, fall- 
ing to 85% for the second and 66.1% 
forthethird. Daily case numbers have 
fallen to about a fifth of the record 
peak seen at the start of 2022, while 
deaths have remained below 200 a 
day for the past week. 

Labour argued the move to scrap 
allremaining Covid restrictions was 
premature, and accused ministers of 
wantingto “declare victory before the 
waris over”. 

Wes Streeting, the shadow health 
secretary, said Johnson was acting 
like a football manager whose team 
was 2-1 up in the closing minutes of 


a game and decided to take off the 
best defender. 

“Pm not clear that the scientific 
advice supports this” he said, add- 
ing that he stood with those groups 
who hadraised concerns, such as the 
NHS Confederation, World Health 
Organization and British Medical 
Association, “any day of the week 
and twice on Sunday”. 

He accused Johnson of having 
been motivated by “political weak- 
ness, not by public health”. 

Tory MPs welcomed the move. 
However, one critic of the prime 
minister said it had “been brought 
forward asa galvanising effort for the 
party”, given that Johnson is under 
investigation by police over parties 
at No 10 during lockdown. 

Asource claimed no modelling had 
been commissioned by the govern- 
ment to examine the possible effect 
on Covid rates of charging for tests. 

Sir David Spiegelhalter, professor 
ofpublicunderstanding ofrisk at the 
University of Cambridge, said there 
was significant uncertainty aboutthe 
impact of the plans. 

“Ican see the figures are looking 
encouraging, but the consequences 
are very difficultto predict. Itmay be 
fine, it may not be? he said, adding 
that surveillance ofthe virus should 
continue through the Office for 
National Statistics” infection survey. 

Dr Michael Head, asenior research 
fellow in global health at the Uni- 
versity of Southampton, described 
Johnson's plans asthe “latestinalong 
line ofreckless policies”. 

“Keeping some measuresin place, 
including for example the require- 
mentto wear masks in indoor spaces 
and requirements to self-isolate, for 
a few more weeks would be helpful? 
he said. 

Experts have expressed particular 
concern about clinically extremely 
vulnerable people, for whom Covid 
still poses a more serious risk. The 
specialist guidance that has been in 
place for much ofthe pandemicisnot 
expected to continue. 

Gemma Peters, the chiefexecutive 
of Blood Cancer UK, saidthe govern- 
ment had “deliberately abandoned” 
this group. 

Removing free lateral flow tests 
would “create a massive health 
inequality” for clinically vulnerable 
people whose friends, family and col- 
leagues could not afford to take tests 
before contact, Peters said, while 
removing the requirement to self- 
isolate would further ramp up “risk 
and anxiety”. 


PM refuses to say 
whether he would quit if fined 


Political correspondent 


Boris Johnson has repeatedly refused 
to say whether he would resign if 
fined by the police for breaking Covid 
laws at a series of alleged Downing 
Street parties. 

After returning a questionnaire 
to the Metropolitan police, which 
is expected to defend his presence 
at some of the dozen events under 
investigation, Johnson dodged a 
series of questions about the issue. 


Asked ifhe would quit if Scotland 
Yard issued him with a fixed penalty 
notice worth at least £100, Johnson 
told the BBC's Sunday Morning pro- 
gramme: “I can't comment about a 
process that is under way” 

He said he would have “some- 
thing meaningful to say about this” 
when the Met investigation ended, 
but insisted that any answers now 
“would be interpreted as a point of 
commentary about the process”. 

Johnson added he hoped people 
“won't have long” but said: “There's 
notajotIcan say until it's done? 


Previously, the prime minister 
has commented on specific events - 
including a “bring your own booze” 
garden party to which more than 100 
Downing Street staff were invited. 

The gathering was held on 20 May 
2020, when only two people from 
different households could meet out- 
doors, socially distanced. 

Last month, Johnson denied any 
wrongdoing and claimed “techni- 
cally” no rules were broken and that 
he thought it was a “work event”. 
However, heapologised for the “rage” 
people who had made “extraordinary 
sacrifices” during the pandemic felt 
because they believed “the rules 
were not being properly followed by 
the people who make the rules”. 

Asked by the BBCifhe understood 
why people found his defence ofthe 


event implausible, Johnson said: 
“There is literally not a bean I can 
tellyou about that?” 

About a dozen Conservative MPs 
have gone public with their con- 
cerns about Johnson's conduct and 
the way in which heran No10 during 
the pandemic. However, more have 
expressed concernsin private about 
his leadership, and others are waiting 
for the Met inquiry to conclude and 


Boris Johnson 
Prime minister 


the publication of the full Sue Gray 
report before putting in a letter call- 
ing for Johnson to quit. 

Pressed on whether he was bur- 
ying his head in the sand about the 
serious concerns his own MPs had 
aboutthe parties, Johnson said: “Iam 
fortunateto liveina democracy. Iam 
fortunateto bethe PM ofafree, inde- 
pendent, democratic country where 
people cantake that sort of decision, 
and where Ido face that sort of pres- 
sure, that's a wonderful thing? 

The Met has not said how much 
longer its investigation - known as 
Operation Hillman - will take. 

Officers have started takingreceipt 
of returned questionnaires sent to 
those - including Johnson - who it 
believed attended some ofthe dozen 
gatherings being investigated. 
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Ukrainian protesters against 
Russian intervention display their 
national flag in Odessa yesterday 


Belarus 


Says 
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Russian troops to remain 


O. === 


as US fears Ukraine invasion approved 


Kyiv 
Moscow 
Kramatorsk 


Russian troops sent to Belarus for 
military exercises will remain in 
the country indefinitely, Belarus”s 
defence ministry has said, in a 
decision that will further fuel 
concerns that Moscow is planning 
an imminent Ukraine invasion. 

The US television networks CBS 
and NBC reported yesterday that US 
intelligence sources now believe Rus- 
sian army generals have been given 
the go-ahead to invade Ukraine. 

The news came as the Russian 
president, Vladimir Putin, held a 
105-minute phone call with France's 
Emmanuel Macron and agreed to 
continue diplomacy. 

In Belarus the defence minister, 
Gen Viktor Khrenin, said Russian 
soldiers would stay after joint drills 
were completed yesterday. He said 
the move was necessary because of 
the “escalation of the situation” in 
Donbas, in eastern Ukraine. 


The Kremlin had promised to 
remove its forces from Belarus once 
the 10-day exercise, which began on 
10 February, ended. It has deployed 
what the Nato secretary general, Jens 
Stoltenberg, said was the largest con- 
centration of soldiers and weaponsin 
Belarus since the cold war. 

They include 30,000 combat 
troops, elite Spetsnaz units, Su-35 


fighter jets and S-400 missile defence 
systems. Russian forces are stationed 
closetothe Belarus border and within 
striking distance of Kyiv, 160 miles 
away. The US and UK have warned 
that Moscow is planningto attack the 
Ukrainian capital. 

As recently as Wednesday, Bela- 
rus's foreign minister, Vladimir 
Makei, said “not a single” Russian 
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Russia has deployed at least 150,000 ground forces near Ukraine 


| 18February 
| BR 
a ad 0 no (o) 
á Belarus: at, o Russia 
! = 5 
nP O ma o 
tl o 
; e AM ha a ? q pe 
. Ema “Du 
Ukraine % É 
; Do 
ER À o a 
o S 
É met o o 
fe Nem Dal 
E Black Sea aos 4 


Source: CSIS Transnational Threats Project 


soldier would remain in the coun- 
try after the massive joint drills - a 
promise echoed by Russia's foreign 
minister, Sergei Lavrov. 

Putin's spokesperson, Dmitry 
Peskov, repeated his claim yesterday 
that Russia had no plans to launch a 
military offensive. “We urge you to 
ask yourselfthe question: whatis the 
point of Russia attacking anyone?” 
Peskov told the state-run Russia-1 TV. 

Thetroop announcement follows 
what Ukraine's government says 
is a coordinated spike in violence 
in the east of the country, where 
Ukrainian soldiers and pro-Russian 
separatists face offacross a 260-mile 
frontline. Since Thursday, Ukrainian 
positions have come under intense 
bombardment. 

Ukraine's joint forces command 
said that by 6pm localtime yesterday 
57artillery strikes had been launched 
against 13 Ukrainian-controlled vil- 
lages and towns. 

It blamed the “provocative shell- 
ing” on Russia. Two Ukrainian 
soldiers had been killed since Satur- 
day and five wounded, it added. 


EKSANDR GIMANOV/AFP/GETTY 
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Separatists from the Luhansk 
People's Republic (LPR) have claimed 
they are under Ukrainian attack. 
Yesterday, they said two civilians 
had been killed near the village of 
Pionerskoye. 

Ukraine's military dismissed the 
report as “an absolute fake” and 
said troops had been given orders to 
refrain from any “active action”. 

Russia's acting emergencies min- 
ister, Alexander Chupriyan, said 
yesterday evening that more than 
53,000 people from Donetsk and 
Luhansk had crossed into Russia 
since the territories announced an 
“evacuation” on Friday, claiming 
Ukraine was planning to attack - a 
claim Kyiv denies. 

The Biden administration and 
Boris Johnson, among others, have 
said they believe Russia is behind a 
series of recent “false flag” events, 
designed to give Moscow a pretext 
to invade. 

These included a car bomb on 
Friday outside the separatist admin- 
istration building in Donetsk, an 
“attack” on a water plant and a “shell” 
that landed across the border in Rus- 
sia's Rostov region. 

The situation in Kyiv and other 
Ukrainian cities remained calm 
yesterday. Demonstrators took to 
the streets of the Black Sea port city 
of Odessa, waving blue and yellow 
Ukrainian flags. They shouted 
slogans including “Glory to Ukraine” 
and “Putin is a prick”. 
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Volodymyr Zelenskiy 


Leader who won on peace 


ticket now on brink of war 


Luke Harding 
Kyiv 


hen Volodymyr 
Zelenskiy 
sought to 
become 
Ukraine”s 
president, he 
stood on a platform of peace. He 
promised to sit down with Vladimir 
Putin and reach a deal, end the 
unpopular war in the east and focus 
on important domestic reforms. 
These included ridding Ukraine of 
corruption and oligarchs. 

The plan didn't work out. Nearly 
three years after his landslide 
victory, Zelenskiy is on the brink of 
war. About 190,000 Russian troops 
are poised on Ukraine”s borders. 
The US president, Joe Biden, has 
warned of a Russian attack on Kyiv. 
Amilitary offensive - whether full- 
scale or more limited - seems likely, 
possibly within hours or days. 

This existential crisis for 
Ukraine has brought Zelenskiy 
global attention. European 
leaders including Boris Johnson, 
Emmanuel Macron and Olaf 
Scholz have visited Kyiv and 
expressed support for its pro- 
western government. On Saturday, 
Zelenskiy met the US vice- 
president, Kamala Harris, and 
Johnson at the Munich security 
conference, where Ukraine's fate 
was discussed, and from which 
Russia was glaringly absent. 

But critics fear that by refusing 
to make concessions to Moscow, 
Zelenskiy is steering his country 
towards disaster. They argue he 
needs to find a solution to the 
standoff with Putin - ruling out 
Nato membership for Ukraine, 
at least for now, a key Russian 
demand. The US and its allies 
would go along with such a 
declaration, privately breathing a 
sigh ofrelief, they argue. 

“The Russians will keep on 
until Zelenskiy gets the message” 
said Vasyl Filipchuk, a former 
senior Ukrainian diplomat and 
foreign affairs spokesperson. 
“They want him to stop what 


they see as anti-Russia rhetoric. 

A statement on Nato would calm 
the situation down. Moscow and 
Nato would be happy. A few in 
Ukraine”s establishment would be 
displeased” 

Filipchuk said he was concerned 
about the likelihood of a Russian 
attack, having discounted the 
threat until last week. Since 
Thursday there has been intense 
artillery bombardment from 
separatist positions. Several 
allegedly false-flag events - a car 
bomb in Donetsk, a shell landing 
on Russian territory - have fuelled 
fears that a Russian offensive is 
inevitable. “Zelenskiy has had 
avery bad crisis. He doesn't 
understand the depth ofthe 
problem. He's badly advised. And 
he's afraid” Filipchuk said. 

The president's refusalto 
compromise over Nato is based on 
his fear ofunpopularity, observers 
suggest. They believe he fears 
a backlash from supporters of 
Petro Poroshenko - his hawkish 
predecessor - and rightwing 
nationalists. In recent months, 
Zelenskiy's ratings have fallen, 
while his Servant of the People 
party has been hit by scandal. 

Evgeniy Kiselyov, a leading 
journalist and talkshow host, said: 
“A real politician is one who can 
speak at a moment of national 
emergency” The president “lagged 


A A bullet riddled effigy of Vladimir 
Putin in Luhansk, eastern Ukraine 


4 Volodymyr Zelenskiy and Boris 
Johnson in Munich, where Ukraine”s 
leader received a standing ovation 
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behind events” and was “too 
much? shaped by his past as a 
celebrity actor, Kiselyov suggested. 

In public, western governments 
have expressed solidarity with 
Zelenskiy. The US, UK and 
Lithuania have sent anti-tank 
weapons and defensive arms. 
Washington and London have cast 
Ukraine's struggle with Russia 
as a civilisational fight between 
democracy and authoritarianism. 

Behind the scenes, there has 
been exasperation. Zelenskiy has 
irked allies, especially the US, by 
dismissing predictions ofinvasion 
as panic-mongering. These 
scenarios have damaged Ukraine”s 
economy, he has complained. 

Zelenskiy has also criticised 
the US for closing its embassy in 
Kyiv and relocating diplomatic 
personnel, including CIA officers, 
to the western city of Lviv. “We do 
not have a Titanic situation here? 
he told the Guardian this month, 
saying Ukraine had already been 
at war for eight years, since Putin 
annexed Crimea and organised an 
uprising in the Donbas region. 

“I don'tthinkit isa good 
strategy. You don't bite the hand 
that feeds you) Kiselyov said of 
Zelenskiy's US critique. “Some key 
members of his team are so much 
afraid of Putin and unprepared ... 
psychologically. They don't know 
what to do ifhe strikes” Would 
Putin invade? “Difficultto say. I 
think he is a madman/? he added. 

Zelenskiy could have been 
shrewder in his dealings with the 
White House, Kiselyov said. “He 
could have said: Iwillsupport you. 
But give me somethingin return, 
such as a couple of bucks to help 
the economy: Instead, Zelenskiy is 
seen whining) he said. 

Zelenskiy”s party colleagues 
say he is doing a good jobin 
difficult circumstances. He 
remains Ukraine's most popular 
politician, and has a good chance 
ofre-election in 2024 - assuming 
Moscow does not remove him by 
force. His party is faring less well. 
Itlooks certain next year to lose its 
majority in Ukraine”s parliament. 

“The president stays strong 
and calm said Nikita Poturaev, 

a political consultant and deputy 
in Zelensiky”s party. He enjoyed 
meeting world leaders and was 
quick to build relationships with 
them, Poturaev added. 

Perhaps the greatest criticism 
of Zelenskiy is that he has failed to 
prepare his citizens for a bloody 
war. Ukraine's army is in better 
shape than in 2014 but Zelenskiy 
has declined to arm civilians. 

Serhiy Leshchenko, a former MP 
and journalist, said Zelenskiy had 
withstood pressure from Moscow 
to implement the “toxic” Minsk 
accords, signed in 2015 ata moment 
of Ukrainian military weakness. 

Under the deal, Kyiv would grant 
autonomy to the separatist regions 
in return for demilitarisation. 
“Zelenskiy didn't betray Ukraine 
or give Putin what he wants? 
Leshchenko said. “It's just possible 
ifhe survives this crisis he can 
regain his political credibility” 


Analysis 
Patrick Wintour 


Ukrainian president warns 


against appeasement as the 


ghost of 1938 haunts Munich 


ust a 20-minute walk 

from the ornate Hotel 

Bayerischer Hof, where 

world leaders gathered this 

weekend for the Munich 

security conference, lies 
No 12 Arcisstrasse, the shuttered 
building known as the Fiihrerbau. 

Ona cold, grey Sunday morning, 
the building, now temporarily 
closed and in disrepair, has a 
forbidding air. Near the steps at 
the front is a small plaque with 
the bare inscription in German, 
Czech and Slovak: “In this building, 
on 29 September, 1938, the 
Munich Agreement was signed, 
which led to the smashing of the 
Czechoslovak Republic” 

No mention is made of the 
signatories, including Adolf 
Hitler and the then British prime 
minister Neville Chamberlain, 
who, fearful of a renewed 
European war, appeased Hitler by 
agreeing to cede the Sudetenland. 
Hitler had promised this was his 
last territorial claim in Europe. 

The empty building, its interior 
preserved, stands as a monument 
to the diplomats” capacity to 
misread their opponent. 

In the conference hall, no speech 
was complete without a reference 
to the threat of a return to war in 
the heart of Europe, or to a looming 
refugee crisis. No one was foolish 
enough to compare Russia with 
national socialism, but underlying 
every discussion was the question 
of Putin's true intentions and 
whether the western response was 
a sufficient deterrent, or a repeat of 
the appeasement of the 19305. 

In his address on Saturday, the 
Ukrainian president, Volodymyr 
Zelenskiy, did not hold back in 
what he described as “his own 
horrible history lessons”. Referring 
to the Russian-backed separatist 
shell that damaged a school on 
Thursday, he said: “Seeing a shell 
crater in the schoolyard, children 
have a question: “Has the world 
forgotten its mistakes of the 20th 
century?” What do appeasement 
attempts lead to? How did the 
question “Why die for Danzig?” [a 


No speech was 
complete without a 
reference to the threat 
ofa return to war in the 
heart ofEurope, ortoa 
looming refugee crisis 


French anti-war slogan coined in 
1939] turn into the need to die for 
Dunkirk and dozens of other cities 
in Europe and the world, at the cost 
of tens of millions of lives?” 

He then twisted the knife by 
saying there was no threat of war 
- the war was already under way: 
“How did it happen that there is a 
war ongoing and people are dying 
in Europe in the 21st century? Why 
does it last longer than world war 
IR? How did we get to the biggest 
security crisis since the cold war?” 

Zelenskiy had answers that the 
western security establishment 
might not have applauded so 
hard if they had listened more 
closely to his withering attack on 
their collective failure. He blamed 
“selfishness, self-confidence, 
irresponsibility of countries at 
the global level. As a result, some 
commit crimes, and others stay 
indifferent. Indifference that 
results in complicity. This is your 
contribution to the security of 
Europe and the world” 

He said: “Ukraine has been 
Europe's shield for eight years... 
holding back one ofthe largest 
armies in the world” Yet the door 
to the EU and Nato had not been 
opened. The promises to protect 
Ukraine's sovereignty made in the 
Budapest memorandum in 1994 
seemed worthless. 

The current policy “has to be 
turned into one of guarantees of 
security and peace”, Zelenskiy 
said. He urged the west to send 
more arms and to impose sanctions 
now. He had, he said, challenged 
western leaders who said they 
were 100% sure an invasion would 
occur. “What are you waiting for? 
We don't need your sanctions after 
the bombardment will happen 
and after our country will be fired 
on, or after we have no borders, 
or economy? 

Yesterday, the ex-president 
of Estonia, Kersti Kaljulaid, 
gently picked up Zelenskiy”s 
challenge, asking Charles Michel, 
the European Council president: 
“Are you ready personally to give 
Ukraine an emergency invitation 
to fast-forward discussions on 
accession to the EU?” Kaljulaid did 
not get a yes in response. 

Though Michel claimed Putin”s 
strategy was backfiring by creating 
unprecedented transatlantic unity, 
the source of his circumspection 
lay partly in history. 

The German chancellor, Olaf 
Scholz, reflecting a longstanding 
scepticism in parts of Germany 
about Nato enlargement to the 
east, pointedly told the Munich 
conference Ukraine's membership 
was not on the agenda. 
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Trauma and tears 


as families forced 


to flee to Russia 


Avilo-Uspenka 
Moscow 


he first stop for Ella 
Fyodorova after she 
fled her home in 
eastern Ukraine was a 
windblown tent camp 
justacross the border, 
part of a mass evacuation effort 
that observers fear may become 
the pretext for Russia to launch a 
formal intervention in Ukraine. 

“Iwanted to stay, but my 
husband came home and said “get 
your things together and we're 
going”? she said as she wrestled 
her two-year-old son into a blue 
snowsuit to walk to the public 
toilets nearby. 

The recent escalation in fighting 
had not touched her home city 
of Starobesheve, she said, but 
warnings from the Russia-backed 
separatist government ofan 
imminent attack by Ukraine had 
driven many families to gather 
up their children and flee. Her 
husband, who dropped her at the 
border, had to turn back. 

Now she sat in the dim light of 
a medical tent alongside other 
mothers holding their children, 
all waiting for the next bus to take 
them farther into Russia. Many left 
carrying just the basics: clothing, 
medicine, some food. 

“Idon't know where we're 
going) she said. “Idon't know 
anything. Tomorrow we need to 
start searching for a place to live” 

Other evacuees who spoke with 
the Guardian during a recenttripto 
the Rostov border region said they 
had left because of the resumption 
of heavy artillery fire that reminded 
them of the most dangerous phase 
ofthe war in 2014. 


Evacuees on a bus reachthe city of 
Taganrog in south-western Russia 


“It's dangerous. Ilive by the 
airport so Theard salvos all night... 
until four in the morning I couldn't 
fall asleep? said Natalia Klimchuk, 
35, who was there with her three- 
year-old daughter. “Igotmy 
daughter and said it's time to get 
outofhere? 

There is evidence suggesting the 
sudden evacuations of the Russia- 
controlled areas of the Donetsk 
and Luhansk regions were planned 
and likely to have been designed to 
set the stage for a formal Russian 
intervention in the country's east. 
The leaders of the Russian proxy 
states in eastern Ukraine had filmed 
their evacuation announcements 
days before they were made public, 
according to video metadata. 

But for the women, children and 
others who were being evacuated 
the result was undeniably real 
and traumatic as they arrived by 
the hundreds into a region that 
appeared to be unprepared for the 
tide ofevacuees. 

In the early chaos some said they 
felt like pawnsin a larger game. 

“Maybe they'll shoot and then it 
will quiet down; said Viktoria from 
Donetsk, who was also at the tent 
camp. “Ithinkit's a farce though. 
Like when there's a fuss and then 
that'salla staged event?” 

More than 300 evacuees 
were sent to the Krasny Desant 
sanatorium just 20 miles from 
the border with Ukraine. Inside, 
children ran through the hallways 
as their parents filled out intake 
forms and received small 
handouts such as sim cards. The 
grounds were patrolled by police, 
including at least one officer with 
an automatic rifle (they forced a 
Guardian correspondent to leave 
the sanatorium). 
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Inanearby church, Natalia 
Chetveryakova, 61, said the seaside 
camp had housed evacuees in 2014 
when the war began in eastern 
Ukraine and had even hosted 
refugees in 2008 following the 
Georgian war. 

Some said they were happy to 
be placed so close to the border 
and were thankful for the stipend 
of 10,000 roubles (£95) that the 
Russian government had promised 
to give to evacuees. Others 
expected better conditions. 

Beckoning into her room, where 
she was staying with her daughter 
and granddaughter, Lyudmila 
Barskaya showed offthe spartan 
but liveable conditions with an air 
ofresignation. 

“Here are the beds and that's all 
there is? she said. “Allyou can do 
is cry. understand that it's like this 
for us. But nothing more for the 
children?” 

Organisation has been a 
problem. A day earlier 150 evacuees 
from Donetsk arrived at a nearby 
sanatorium only to be told there 
was no space for them. “We made 
a mistake when we chose to leave?” 
onetold a reporter for the news 
site Meduza. A similar revolt 
unfolded at the Congress hotelin 
nearby Taganrog, where buses with 
stressed and tired evacuees arrived 
only to be turned away. 

Other residents in the Russia- 
controlled territories have decided 
to ignore the evacuation order and 
stay at home. 

“We have been hearing about 
Ukrainian attacks for years - Idon'?t 
think it is different this time) said 
Tamara Fomina, 64, a pensioner 
from Donetsk, the largest city in 
theregion. 

Almost half of the prewar 


EE 


population of 3.8 million left the 
separatist-controlled Donbas area 
during the unrest in 2014, and 
those who stayed appeared to be 
numb to the separatist warnings of 
a Ukrainian invasion. 

“This is my home, we have been 
through alot. IfI die, I die, solet 
it be. But am not leaving this 
house to go to live in some tent in 
Rostov” Fomina said in a telephone 
interview. 

But many people are taking steps 
to prepare for an uncertain future. 

Following the mass evacuation 
announcement, photographs 
showed people standing in long 
lines to use an ATM in Donetsk. 

On Saturday the central bank 
ofthe self-proclaimed Donetsk 
People's Republic announced it 
would limit daily ATM withdrawals 
to a maximum of 10,000 roubles. 

“There are lines everywhere. 
Lines for gas, for money, for food. 
People are worried shops won't buy 
new supplies) said Vlada Vologina, 
34,a Donetsk resident. 

Vologina also claimed that public 
transport in Donetsk had been 
paralysed because authorities used 
the city's buses as part of the mass 
evacuation operation. 

Some men in Donetsk expressed 
worry after receiving call-up papers 
ordering them to report to the 
headquarters ofthe local militia 
yesterday. 

“When came back from work 
lastnight Isaw the paper in my 
mailbox. This is all moving very 
fast” said Vadim, who asked for his 
lastname to be withheld. 

“I don't know who is at fault for 
allofthis, but I don't want war. My 
wife is pregnant, and fighting a war 
was never in my plans)” he said, 
adding that he was stillundecided 


Y People being evacuated from the 
self-proclaimed Donetsk People”s 
Republic prepare to board trains to 
Russia at the station in Ilovaisk 
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A Children evacuated to Russia 
walk through a sleeping area set up 
atasport centrein Taganrog, in the 
Rostov-on-Don region 
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whether he would go to the militia 
headquarters. 

Meanwhile, there were signs 
that Russia was ramping up the 
evacuation efforts: a local sporting 
facility had been converted into a 
makeshift centre for more than 300 
evacuees, and buses were taking 
others to a local railway station 
where they were put on a train 
destined for Nizhny Novgorod. 
Some of the evacuees arriving 
at the station said they had not 
realised they were being sent more 
than 650 miles north. 

Some said they believed the 
latest events would force Russia to 
step in and officially recognise or 
even annex the territories that it 
had run as proxies since 2014. 

“Allofus who left are thinking 
and hoping that this is the last 
time? said Elena Kravchenko, 

a post office worker from the 
Starobesheve district. “That 
[Russia] will come in and clean 
them out? 


Frontline 
Accusations 
that monitors 
are swayed 
by Moscow 


Shaun Walker 
Stanytsia Luhanska 


Ukrainian officials have accused 
international monitors working in 
the conflictzoneinthe country's east 
of succumbing to pro-Russian bias, 
after the mission was depleted when 
theUS, British and Canadian govern- 
ments withdrew their citizens. 

The mission, run by the Organisa- 
tion for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE), is made up of hun- 
dreds of unarmed monitors, often 
former diplomats from OSCE mem- 
ber states. Their armoured vehicles 
crosstheterritory on bothsides ofthe 
lines to report ceasefire violations. 

As Moscow looks ready to exploit 
the tense situation in the conflict 
zoneto provide a pretext for the fur- 
ther invasion of Ukraine, the work 
of the monitors is more important 
than ever. However, just when they 
aremostneeded, their ability to work 
has been hampered by the decision 
by several countriesto evacuate, due 
to the risk of a Russian invasion. 

“We have asked for France and 
Germany to increase the number of 
monitors they have in place, and we 
want the OSCE to return to working 
according to its mandate? said the 
Ukrainian deputy prime minister, 
Iryna Vereschuk, in Stanytsia Luhan- 
ska, a town in Ukrainian-controlled 
territory on the frontline. 

Russia insists Ukraine is planning 
an offensive in the east. Ukraine and 
western countries believe Russian 
claims of escalation are merely a 
smokescreen to give it a pretext to 
launch a military assault. 

“It's very important for everyone 
to understand that it's the Rus- 
sian Federation that's behind this. 
Ukraine has no offensive plans said 
Vereschuk, after a visitto the kinder- 
garten that was shelled on Thursday 
by forces in Stanytsia Luhanska. 

Impact marks suggest the kinder- 
garten was hit from the south, where 
the Russia-backed separatists have 
positions, but Russian media have 
suggested the incident could have 
been a setup. Although journalists 
were given access to the scene on 
Thursday and again on Saturday, in 
their daily report the OSCE said its 
staff were not permitted to approach 
closer than 50 metres to the school 
and were “unable to determine the 
weaponsused orthe direction offire”. 

The mission's 680 monitors come 
from more than 40 countries, and the 
withdrawn American, British, Cana- 
dian and Dutch delegations represent 
57, 40, 28 and seven people respec- 
tively, according to an OSCE report. 

The OSCE mission has long come 
under suspicion on both sides ofthe 
lines, though impediments to work 
on the separatist side have usually 
been more frequent and greater. 
Sources inside the OSCE mission 
dismissed Ukrainian claims ofbias. 
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massive leak from one of the world”s 
biggest private banks, Credit Suisse, 
has exposed the hidden wealth of 
clients involved in torture, drug 
trafficking, money laundering, cor- 
ruption and other serious crimes. 

Details of accounts linked to 
30,000 Credit Suisse clients all over 
the world are contained in the leak, 
which unmasks the beneficiaries 
of more than 100bn Swiss francs 
(£80bn)* held in one ofSwitzerland”s 
best-known financial institutions. 

Theleak points to widespread fail- 
ures of due diligence by Credit Suisse, 
despite repeated pledges over dec- 
adesto weed out dubious clients and 
illicit funds. The Guardian is part of 
a consortium of media outlets given 
exclusive access to the data. 

We can today reveal how Credit 
Suisse repeatedly either opened 
or maintained bank accounts for a 
panoramic array of high-risk clients 
across the world. 

They includea humantrafficker in 
the Philippines, a Hong Kong stock 
exchange boss jailed for bribery, a 
billionaire who ordered the murder of 
his Lebanese pop star girlfriend and 
executives who looted Venezuela”s 
state oil company, as wellas corrupt 
politicians from Egypt to Ukraine. 

One Vatican-owned account in 
the data was used to spend €350m 
(£290m) in an allegedly fraudulent 


investment in London property that 
iscurrently atthe centre ofan ongoing 
criminal trial of several defendants, 
including a cardinal. 

The hugetrove ofbanking data was 
leaked by an anonymous whistle- 
blower to the German newspaper 
Súddeutsche Zeitung. “I believe 
that Swiss banking secrecy laws are 
immoral? the whistleblower source 
said in a statement. “The pretext of 
protecting financial privacy ismerely 
a fig leaf covering the shameful role 
of Swiss banks as collaborators oftax 
evaders? 

Credit Suisse said that Switzer- 
landºs strict banking secrecy laws 
prevented it ffom commenting on 
claims relating to individual clients. 

“Credit Suisse strongly rejectsthe 
allegations and inferences about the 
bank's purported business practices” 
the bank said in a statement, argu- 
ing that the matters uncovered by 
reporters were based on “selective 
information taken out of context, 
resulting in tendentious interpreta- 
tions ofthe bank*s business conduct”. 

The bank also said the allegations 
were largely historical, in some 
instances dating backto a time when 
“laws, practices and expectations of 
financial institutions were very dif- 
ferent from where they are now”. 

While some accounts in the data 
were open as far back as the 1940s, 
more than two-thirds were opened 
this century. Many ofthose were still 
open wellinto the last decade, and a 
portion remain open today. 

The data, which is only a partial 
capture ofthe bank's 1.5 million pri- 
vate banking clients, includes 18,000 
personal, shared and corporate bank 
accounts - holding, on average, 7.5m 
Swiss francs. Almost 200 clients had 
Credit Suisse accounts in the data 
worth more than 100m Swiss francs, 
and more than a dozen had accounts 
valued in the billions. 

Accesstothe data was shared with 
48 media partners around the world 
including the Guardian, Le Monde, 
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the New York Times and the Organ- 
ized Crime and Corruption Reporting 
Project (OCCRP) in an investigative 
collaboration called Suisse Secrets. 

Credit Suisse has more than 1.6tn 
Swiss francs (£1.3tn) in assets under 
management and is one of Switzer- 
landºs largest lenders, second only to 
UBS. Ithas almost 50,000 employees, 
including a significant workforce 
in Zurich, where the bank has its 
headquarters. 

However, many ofits 3,500 “rela- 
tionship managers”, who find and 
serve wealthy clients, are spread 
across the world. The leaked accounts 
are linked to Credit Suisse clients liv- 
ing in more than 120 jurisdictions, 
witha concentration of clients in the 
developing world. 

Countries with someofthelargest 
numbers of clients in the data, such 
as Venezuela, Egypt, Ukraine and 
Thailand, have long struggled with 
political and financial elites hiding 
their fortunes offshore. 

Thetiming ofthe leak could hardly 
be worse for Credit Suisse, which has 
recently been beset by major scan- 
dals. Lastmonthitlostits chairman, 
António Horta-Osório, after he twice 
broke Covid-19 regulations. 

That capped an unprecedented 
year of controversies in which the 
bank became embroiled in the col- 
lapseofthe supply chain finance firm 
Greensill Capital and the US hedge 
fund Archegos Capital, and was fined 
£350m over its role in a loan scandal 
in Mozambique. 

Just last month Credit Suisse 
became the first major Swiss bank in 
the country's history to face criminal 
charges - which it denies - relating 
to allegations that it helped launder 
money from the cocaine trade on 
behalfofthe Bulgarian mafia. 

However, the repercussions ofthe 
leak could be much broader than one 
bank, threatening a crisis for Swit- 
zerland, which retains one of the 
world's most secretive banking laws. 
Swiss financial institutions manage 


“The pretext of 
protecting financial 
privacy is merely a fig 
leaf covering Swiss 
banks' shameful role” 


about 7.9tn Swiss francs (£6.3tn) in 
assets, nearly half of which belongs 
to foreign clients. 

The Suisse Secrets project sheds a 
rarelighton one ofthe world's largest 
financial centres, which has grown 
used to operating in the shadows. It 
identifies the convicts and money 
launderers who were able to open 
bank accounts, or keepthemopenfor 
years after their crimes emerged. And 
it reveals how Switzerland”s famed 
banking secrecy laws helped facil- 
itate the looting of countries in the 
developing world. 


The clients 
Disgraced executives, 


fraudsters andtraffickers 
When Ronald Li Fook-shiu 
approached a banker to open an 
accountin 2000, itis unlikely he was 
viewed as a run-of-the-mill client. A 
former chairman of the Hong Kong 
stock exchange, he was one of the 
wealthiest people in the city, where 
he was known as the “godfather of 
the stock market”. But he was per- 
haps better known for the time he had 
spentin a maximum security prison. 

Lis career had ended in disgrace 
in 1990, when he was convicted of 
taking bribes in return for listing 
companies on the stock exchange. 


However, a decade later Liwas none- 
theless able to open an account that 
later held sgm Swiss francs (£26.3m), 
according to the leak. 

He has since died, but his case is 
one ofdozensdiscoveredbyreporters 
appearing to show Credit Suisse 
opened or maintained accounts for 
clients who had serious convictions 
that might be expected toshowupin 
due diligence checks. There are other 
instances in which Credit Suisse may 
havetaken quickaction after red flags 
emerged, but the case nonetheless 
shows that dubious clients have been 
attracted to the bank. 

Likeevery other bankinthe world, 
Credit Suisse professesto have strin- 
gent control mechanismsto carry out 
extensive due diligence on its cus- 
tomers to “ensure that the highest 
standards of conduct are upheld”. 
In banking parlance, such controls 
are called know-your-client or KYC 
checks. 

A 2017 leaked report commis- 
sioned by Switzerlandºs financial 
regulator shed some light on the 
bankºs internal procedures at that 
time. Clients would face intensified 
scrutiny when flagged as a politi- 
cally exposed person from a high-risk 
country, or a person involved in a 
high-risk activity such as gambling, 
weapons trading, financial services 
or mining, the report said. 

Relationship managers were 
expected to use external sources 
to verify customers and their risk 
levels, according to the leak, includ- 
ingnews articles or databases such as 
the Thomson Reuters World-Check 
platform, which is widely used inthe 
financial services sector to flag when 
peoplearearrested, charged, investi- 
gated or convicted ofseriouscrimes. 

Such controls might be expected 
to prevent a bank from open- 
ing accounts for clients such as 
Rodoljub Radulovié, a Serbian secu- 
rities fraudster indicted in 2001 by 
the US Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission. However, the leaked data 


identifies him as the cosignatory of 
two Credit Suisse company accounts. 
The firstwas openedin 2005, the year 
after the SEC had secured a default 
judgment against Radulovié for run- 
ning a pump-and-dump scheme. 

One of Radulovié's company 
accounts held 3.4m Swiss francs 
before they closed in 2010. He was 
recently given a 10-year prison sen- 
tence by a court in Belgrade for his 
role trafficking cocaine from South 
America for the organised crime boss 
Darko Sarié. Radulovié's lawyer did 
not respond to multiple requests for 
comment. 

Due diligence is not only for new 
clients. Banks are requiredto contin- 
ually reassess existing customers. 
The 2017 report said Credit Suisse 
screened customers at least every 
three years, and as often as once a 
year for the riskiest clients. Lawyers 
for Credit Suisse told the Guardian 
these periodic reviews were intro- 
duced “more than 15 years ago”, 
meaning it was continually running 
due diligence on existing clients from 
2007. 

The bank might, therefore, have 
been expected to have discov- 
ered that its German client Eduard 
Seidel was convicted of bribery in 
2008. Seidel was an employee of 
Siemens. As the multinational”s lead 
in Nigeria, he oversaw a campaign 
of industrial-scale bribery to secure 
lucrative contracts for his employer 
by funnelling cashto corrupt Nigerian 
politicians. 

After German authorities raided 
the Munich headquarters of Siemens 
in 2006, Seidel immediately con- 
fessed his roleinthebribery scheme, 
though he said he had never stolen 
from the company or appropriated 
its slush funds. His involvement in 
the corruption led to his name being 
entered into the Thomson Reuters 
World-Check database in 2007. 

However, the leaked Credit Suisse 
data shows his accounts were left 
open until at least well into the last 


decade. At one point after he left 
Siemens, one account was worth 
54m Swiss francs (£24m). Seidel's 
lawvyer declined to say whether the 
accounts were his. He said his client 
had addressed alloutstanding mat- 
ters relating to his bribery offences 
and wished to move on with hislife. 

The lawyer did not respond to 
repeated invitations to explain the 
source of the 54m Swiss francs. 
Siemens said it did not know about 
the money and that its review ofits 
own cashflows shed no light on the 
account. 

While Credit Suisse said in its 
statement it could not comment on 
any specific clients, the bank said 
“actions have been takeninline with 
applicable policies and regulatory 
requirements attherelevanttimes, 
and that related issues have already 
been addressed”. 

Insome instances, Credit Suisseis 
understoodto have frozen accounts 
belongingto problematic clients. Yet 
questions remain about how quickly 
the bank moved to close them. 

One client, Stefan Sederholm, a 
Swedish computer technician who 
opened an account with Credit 
Suisse in 2008, was able to keep it 
openfor two-and-a-half years after 
his widely reported conviction for 
human trafficking in the Philip- 
pines, for which he was given a life 
sentence. 

Sederholm's crime first came to 
lightin2009, when police in Manila 
raidedastorefront purportingto be 
the local chapter of the Mindanao 
Peoples” Peace Movement, and 
discovered about 17 women in cubi- 
cles with webcams performing sex 
shows for foreign customers. He was 
convicted in 2011. 

A representative for Sederholm 
said Credit Suisse had never fro- 
zen his accounts and did not close 
them until 2013, when he was 
unable to provide due diligence 


material. Asked why Seder- 
holmneededa Swissaccount, | + 
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pillage the Philippines 


Swiss banks have cultivated their |54, 


trusted reputation since as far back 


as 1713, when the Great Council of |, 


Geneva prohibited bankers from 
revealing details aboutthe fortunes 
being deposited by European aris- 
tocrats. Switzerland soon became a 
tax haven for many of the worlds 
elites and its bankers nurtured a 
“duty of absolute silence” about 
their clients” affairs. 

The custom was enshrined in 
statutein1934 withtheintroduction 
of Switzerland”s banking secrecy 
law, which criminalised the disclo- 
sure of client banking information 
to foreign authorities. Within dec- 
ades wealthy clients from all over 
the world were flocking to Swiss 
banks. Sometimes, that meant cli- 
ents with something to hide. 

One ofthe most notorious cases 
in Credit Suisse”s history involved 
the Philippine dictator Ferdinand 
Marcos and his wife, Imelda. The 
couple are estimated to have 
siphoned as much as $10bn from 
the Philippines during the three 
terms Ferdinand was president, 
which ended in 1986. 

It has long been known that 
Credit Suisse was one of the first 
banks to help the Marcoses ravage 
their own country and in one infa- 
mous episode even helped them 
open Swiss accounts under the 
fake names “William Saunders” 
and “Jane Ryan”. 

In 1995, a Zurich court ordered 
Credit Suisse and another bank to 
return $500m of stolen fundsto the 
Philippines. 

The leaked data contains an 
account that belonged to Helen 
Rivilla, an attorney convicted in 
1992 for helping launder money 
on behalf of Ferdinand Marcos. 
Despite this, she was able to open 
a Swiss accountin 2000, as was her 
husband, Antonio, who faced simi- 
lar charges that were subsequently 
dropped. 

It is hard to know how Credit 
Suisse could have missed the 
money-laundering case linking 
the coupleto the corrupt Philippine 
leader, which was reported by the 
Associated Press. The couple, who 
could not be reached for comment, 
were able to hold about 8m Swiss 
francs (£3.6m) with the bank before 
their accounts were closed in 2006. 

One former Credit Suisse 
employee at the time alleges there 
was a deeply ingrained culture in 
Swiss banking of looking the other 
way when it came to problematic 
clients. “The bank”s compliance 
departments [were] masters of 
plausible deniability” they told 
an OCCRP reporter. “Never write 
anything down that could expose 
an account that is non-compliant 
and never ask a question you donot 
want to know the answer to? 

The 2000s was also a decade in 
which foreign regulators and tax 
authorities became increasingly 


frustrated at their inability to pen- 
etrate the Swiss financial system. 
That changed in 2007, when the UBS 
banker Bradley Birkenfeld voluntar- 
ily approached US authorities with 
information about how the bank was 
helping thousands of wealthy Amer- 
icans evade tax with secret accounts 
and was issued asubpoena by the US 
authorities. Birkenfeld was viewed as 
atraitor in Switzerland, where bank- 
ing whistleblowers are often held in 
contempt. 

However, a wide-ranging US Sen- 
ate investigation later uncovered 
the aggressive tactics used by both 
UBS and Credit Suisse, the latter of 
which was found to have sent bank- 
ers to high-end events to recruit 
clients, courted a potential customer 
with free gold, and in one case even 
delivered sensitive bank statements 
hidden in the pages ofa Sports Illus- 
trated magazine. 

The revelations sent shock waves 
through Switzerland's financial sector 
and enraged the US, which pressured 
Switzerland into unilaterally disclos- 
ing which ofits taxpayers had secret 
Swiss accounts from 2014. That same 
year, Switzerland reluctantly signed 
up to the international convention 
on the automatic exchange of bank- 
ing information. 

By adoptingtheso-called common 


reporting standard (CRS) for sharing 
tax data, Switzerland in effect agreed 
its banks would in the future exchange 
information about their clients with 
tax authorities in foreign countries. 
They started doing so in 2018. 

Membership ofthe global exchange 
system is often cited by Switzerland”s 
banking industry as a turning point. 
“There is no longer Swiss bank client 
confidentiality for clients abroad) the 
Swiss Bankers Association told the 
Guardian. “Wearetransparent, there 
is nothing to hide in Switzerland 

Switzerland's almost 90-year- 
old banking secrecy law, however, 
remains in force - and was recently 
broadened. The Tax Justice Network 
estimates that countries around 
the world collectively lose $21bn 
(£15.4bn) each year in lost tax reve- 
nues because of Switzerland. Many of 
those countries willbe poorer nations 
that have not signed up to the CRS 
data exchange. 

More than 90 countries, most of 
which are in the developing world, 
remain in the dark when their 
wealthy taxpayers hide their money 
in Swiss accounts. 

This inequity in the system was 
cited by the whistleblower behind 
the leaked data, who said the CRS 
system “imposes a disproportionate 
financial and infrastructural burden 


Number of accounts in the leak 
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on developingnations, perpetuating 
their exclusion from the system in 
theforeseeable future. This situation 
enables corruption and starves devel- 
oping countries ofmuch-needed tax 
revenue. These countries arethe ones 
thattherefore suffer most from Swit- 
zerland'sreverse-Robin-Hood stunt 
The whistleblower acknowledged 
that the leak would contain accounts 
that were legitimate and declared by 
the client to their tax authority. 
“Iam aware that having an off- 
shore Swiss bank account does not 
necessarily imply tax evasion or any 
other financial crime?” they said. 
“However, it is likely that a signifi- 
cant number of these accounts were 


100bn 


Total amount in Swiss francs held in the leaked accounts 


opened with the sole purpose ofhid- 
ing their holder's wealth from fiscal 
institutions and/or avoidingthe pay- 
ment oftaxes on capital gains” 

It was not possible for the jour- 
nalists in the Suisse Secrets project 
to establish how many of the more 
than 18,000 accountsin the leak were 
declaredto relevant tax authorities. 

Media partners in the consortium 
wrote to more than 100 Credit Sui- 
sse clients in the data, asking 
whether they had disclosed their 
Swiss accounts to tax authorities. 
Five confirmed they had done so. 
Six said they were not required to 
declare their Swiss accounts. No 
others replied. 


Average amount held in each leaked account, in Swiss francs 
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Damaging democracy 
Far-reaching effects of 
helping kleptocrats 


Ferdinand Marcos may have been 
Credit Suisse's most notorious cli- 
ent. He is arguably rivalled only by 
relatives of the brutal Nigerian dic- 
tator Sani Abacha, who is believed 
to have stolen as much as $5bn from 
his people in just six years. It has 
long been known that Credit Suisse 
provided services to Abacha's sons, 
opening Swiss accounts in which they 
deposited $214m. 

Credit Suisse was publicly contrite 
after being kicked off a sustainable 
investment index over the affair. 

“We understand that the index 
was not really happy with us being 


involved with Abacha - we werenot fa 


happy ourselves” a spokesperson 
said in 1999. “But we have addressed 
those problems and for several years 
we have taken internal measures to 
make sure nothing similar happens 
in the future? 

Banks that enable kleptocrats to 
launder their money are complicitin 
a particularly far-reaching crime. The 
consequences for already impover- 
ished populations can be devastating, 
as state coffers are siphoned, basic 
standards are eroded and trust in 
democracy plummets. 

Politicians and state officials are 
among the riskiest customers for 
banks because oftheir accessto pub- 
lic funds, particularly in developing 
nations with fewer legal safeguards 
against corruption. Banks and other 
financial institutions are required to 
subject politically exposed persons, 
orPEPs, tothe most stringent checks, 
known as “enhanced due diligence”. 

The Credit Suisse data is pep- 


pered with politicians and theirallies | 
who have been linked to corruption & 


before, during or after they had their 
accounts. None are as wellknown as 
the Marcoses or Abachas, but sev- 
eral wielded great powerin countries 
from Syriato Madagascar, wherethey 
amassed personal fortunes. 

They include Pavlo Lazarenko, 
who served a corrupt single year as 
prime minister of Ukraine between 
1997 and 1998 before applying for an 
account at Credit Suisse. 

One month after pressure from 
rivals forced Lazarenko to announce 
his resignation, he opened his first 
of two Credit Suisse accounts. One 
was later valued at almost 8m Swiss 
francs (£3.6m). 

Lazarenko was later estimated by 
Transparency International to have 
looted $200m from the Ukrainian 
government, allegedly by threaten- 
ing to harm businesses unless they 
paid him 50% of their profits. He 
pleaded guilty to money laundering 
in Switzerland in 2000, and waslater 
indicted in the US for corruption and 
sentenced to nine years in prison in 
2006 in relation to bribes received 
from a Ukrainian businessman. 

His lawyer said those convictions 
did not relate to the theft of any 
money from the people of Ukraine. 
Lazarenko, who reportedly lives in 
California, has resisted returning to 
the country, where he faces accusa- 
tions he stole $17m. His lawyer said 
his Credit Suisse accounts had not 
been accessed for two decades and 
were frozenin connection with court 
proceedings against him. 


It remains unclear why Credit 
Suisse allowed Lazarenko to open 
an account and deposit such huge 
sums in the first place, given his 
background: before entering poli- 
tics, Lazarenko was a functionary in 
charge ofa collective farm. 

Monika Roth, an expert on 
money laundering and a professor 
at Lucerne University, said Swiss 
banks had for a long time struggled 
to properly challenge politicians and 
public officials who, after stints in 
publicoffice on relatively modest sal- 
aries, turned up with huge sums to 
deposit. She said: “Nobody wants 
to have asked the question: how is 
that possible?” 


Banks that enable 
kleptocrats to launder 
money are complicit 
in a particularly 

far reaching crime 


Around thetime it was doing busi- 
ness with Lazarenko, Credit Suisse 
appears to have also made inroads 
into the Egyptian political estab- 
lishment under the dictator Hosni 
Mubarak, who was president for 
three decades until2011. The bank's 
clients included Mubarak's sons, 
Alaa and Gamal, who established 
business empires in Egypt. 

The brothers” relationship with 
the bank spanned decades, with 
their earliest joint account opened 
in 1993. By 2010 - the year before 
the popular revolt that ousted their 
father - an account belongingto Alaa 
held 232m Swiss francs. 

Following the Arab spring upris- 
ings their fortunes changed, and in 
2015 the brothers and their father 
were sentenced to three years in 
jail by an Egyptian court for embez- 
zlement and corruption. They say 
the case was politically motivated, 
but after an unsuccessful appeal 
Alaa and Gamal paid an estimated 
$17.6m to the Egyptian government 
inasettlement agreement that made 
no admissions of guilt. 

Lawyersfor the brothers rejected 
any suggestion they were corrupt, 
saying their rights had been vio- 
lated during the Egyptian case, and 
10 years of wide-ranging and intru- 
sive investigations into their global 


Clockwise from 
bottom left 
Khaled Nezzar, 

a former defence 
minister of 
Algeria; Omar 
Suleiman, who 
oversaw torture 
as Egypt's spy 
chief; Stefan 
Sederholm, a 
Swedish computer 
technician jailed 
in 2011 for human 
trafficking in the 
Philippines 


assets by foreign authorities had not 
uncovered any legal violations. They 
added that their Swiss accounts had 
been frozen for more than a decade, 
pendingtheresolution ofinvestiga- 
tions by the Swiss authorities. 

Other Credit Suisse clients linked 
to Hosni Mubarak were the late 
tycoon Hussein Salem - who acted as 
a financial consigliere for the dicta- 
tor fornearly three decades, amassed 
a fortune through preferred tender 
deals and died in exile after facing 
money-laundering charges - and 
Hisham Talaat Moustafa, a billion- 
aire politician in Mubarak's party. 

Moustafa, who could not be 
reached for comment, was convicted 
in2009for hiringa hitman to murder 
his ex-girlfriend, Suzanne Tamim, a 
Lebanese pop star - but his account 
was not closed until 2014. 

Another Mubarak henchman 
linkedto Credit Suisse's banking ser- 
vices was his former spy chief Omar 
Suleiman. 

His associatesarelistedin the data 
as beneficial owners of an account 
that held 63m Swiss francs (£26m) 
in 2007. Suleiman was a feared figure 
in Egypt, where he oversaw wide- 
spread torture and human rights 
abuses. 

The data reveals Credit Suisse 
accounts held by several more 


intelligence and military figures 
and their family members, includ- 
ing in Pakistan, Jordan, Yemen 
and Iraq. One Algerian client was 
Khaled Nezzar, who served as 
minister of defenceuntili993 and 
participatedina coup that precip- 
itated a brutal civil war in which 
the military junta he was part of 
was accused of disappearances, 
mass detentions, torture and exe- 
cution of detainees. 

Nezzar's alleged role in human 
rights abuses had been widely 
documented by 2004, when 
his account was opened. It con- 
tained a maximum balance of2m 
Swiss francs and remained open 
until 2013, two years after he was 
arrested in Switzerland for sus- 
pected war crimes. He denies 
wrongdoing and the investiga- 
tion is ongoing. 

Ifordinary Algerians, Egyptians 
and Ukrainians have reason to 
complain that Credit Suisse may 
have aided nefarious leaders, 
their grievances pale in compar- 
ison with those of Venezuelans. 

Reporters working on the Suisse 
Secrets project identified Credit 
Suisse accounts linked to almost 
two dozen business people, offi- 
cials and politicians implicated 
in corruptschemes in Venezuela, 
most of which revolved around 
the state oil company, Petróleos 
de Venezuela (PDVSA). 

“Corruption has always been 
around in PDVSA, in varying 
degrees and levels? said César 
Mata-Garcia, an academic at the 
University of Dundee specialis- 
ing in international petroleum 
law. “The words “Venezuela”, 
“PDVSA and “oil” are an alarm bell 
for banks? 

If so, that does not appear to 
have stopped Credit Suisse acquir- 
ing clients later revealed to be 
involved in numerous US inves- 
tigations and prosecutions linked 
to PDVSA and the looting of the 
Venezuelan economy. 

One caseinvolvestwo US-based 
businessmen with Venezuelan 
connections, Roberto Rincón 
Fernandez and Abraham Shiera 
Bastidas, who in 2009 set about 
bribing officials in exchange for 
lucrative PDVSA contracts with 
the help ofanassociate, Fernando 
Ardila Rueda. Among those who 
allegedly received bungs were 
the energy vice-minister, Nervis 
Villalobos Cárdenas, and a sen- 
ior PDVSA official, Luis De Léon 
Perez. 

In 2015 US prosecutors began 
indicting the participants; court 
papers make repeated reference 
to payments into accounts in an 
unnamed Swiss bank. However, 
theleaked data revealsallfivemen 
had Credit Suisse accounts active 
at the time ofthe offences. Of the 
five, four have pleaded guilty. The 
exception, Villalobos, is resisting 
extradition to the US from Spain. 

Some of the Venezuela-linked 
Credit Suisse accounts contained 
enormous sums. Villalobos had as 
much as 9.5m Swiss francs in his 
account and De Léon had as much 
as22m. Rincón, the businessman 
paying their bribes, had morethan 
68m Swiss francs in his account as 


of November 2015, the month 
before his arrest. > 
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Almost 200 clients had accounts in the data worth at least 100m Swiss francs 
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Years of scandals 
“How many rogue 
bankers before you 
become a rogue bank? 


When Credit Suisse's ornate head- 
quarters were built in the 1870s in 
Zurich, they were designedtosym- 
bolise “Switzerland as a financial 
centre”. More than 150 years later, 
Credit Suisse occupies the same 
grand premises and Switzerland 
remains a global offshore centre, 
much asit has done for 300 years. 
It is only in recent decades that 
Credit Suisse, one of Switzer- 
landºs oldest and most cherished 
banks, has acquired its reputation 
for calamity. As one commenta- 
tor observed last week: “The bank 
boasts that its purpose is to serve 
its wealthy clients “with care and 
entrepreneurial spirit”, but at this 
stage most of them would proba- 
bly be happy if it could just avoid 
yet another major scandal?” 
Horta-Osório lasted less than 
a year before resigning last 
month. Shortly after Credit Suisse 
appointed its new chairman, Axel 
Lehmann, the bank reported aloss 
of 1.6bn Swiss francs in the fourth 
quarter, in part because it had put 


aside more than 400m francsto deal 
with unspecified “legacy litigation 
matters”. 

Andtherearenoshortage ofthose. 
The scandals involving Greensill, 
Archegos and Mozambique bonds 
have dogged the bank over the past 
year. 

Overthe past three decades, Credit 
Suisse has faced morethan two dozen 
penalties and sanctions for offences 
involving tax evasion, money laun- 
dering, the deliberate violation of 
US sanctions and frauds carried out 
against its own customers that span 
multiple decades and jurisdictions. 
In total it has racked up more than 
$3.7bn in fines or settlements. 


[The bank culture] 
encourages its bankers 
to hear no evil, see no 
evil, speak no evil, and 
to bury their heads' 


That includes the $2.6bn the Swiss 
bank agreed to pay US authorities 
after pleading guilty to conspiringto 
aid tax evasion in 2014, the $536m 
it was fined by the US five years ear- 
lier for deliberately circumventing US 
sanctions against countries including 
Iran and Sudan in 2009, and other 
payouts to Germany and Italy over 
tax evasion allegations. 

Against this backdrop, the Suisse 
Secrets revelations may fuel ques- 
tions over whether Credit Suisse”s 
challenges are indicative of a deep 
malaise at the bank. 

Jeff Neiman, an attorney based 
in Florida who represents a num- 
ber of Credit Suisse whistleblowers, 
believes the sheer number of scan- 
dals involving the bank indicates a 
deeper problem. 

“The bank likes to say it's just 
rogue bankers. But how many rogue 
bankers do you need to have before 
you start having a rogue bank?” he 
said. Neiman alleges there has been 
acultureat the bank “which encour- 
ages its bankers probably from the 
top down to hear no evil, seeno evil, 
speakno evil, bury their heads inthe 
sand onagood day, andonmany days, 
actively assist folksto skirtwhatever 
thelawmay beinorderto best protect 
assets under management”. 

Such allegations are strongly 


rejected by Credit Suisse. “In line 
with financial reforms across the 
sector and in Switzerland, Credit 
Suisse has taken a series of signifi- 
cant additional measures over the 
last decade, including considerable 
further investments in combating 
financial crime)” the bank said in its 
statement, adding thatitupheld “the 
highest standards of conduct”. 

Itslawyers said it had fully cooper- 
ated with many ofthe investigations 
cited by the Guardian and that any 
past individual failings by the bank 
did not reflect its current business 
policies, practices or culture. In 
November, itannouncedit would put 
“risk managementatthe very core of 
the bank”. 

The bank said its “preliminary 
review” of the accounts flagged 
by the Suisse Secrets project had 
established more than 90% of those 
reviewed were now closed or “were 
in the process of closure prior to 
receiptofthe press inquiries”. Ofthe 
remaining accounts, which remain 
active, the bank said it was “comfort- 
able that appropriate due diligence, 
reviews and other control related 
steps were taken, including pending 
account closures”. The Credit Sui- 
sse statement added: “These media 
allegations appear to be a concerted 
effort to discredit the bank and the 


Swiss financial marketplace, which 
has undergone significant changes 
over the last several years?” 

The debate over whether Swit- 
zerland's banking industry has 
undergone sufficient reforms islikely 
toberenewedinlightoftheleak. The 
whistleblower who shared the data 
suggested that banks alone should 
not be blamed for the state ofaffairs, 
as they were “simply being good cap- 
italists by maximising profits within 
thelegalframeworkthey operatein”. 

“Simply put, Swiss legislators are 
responsible for enabling financial 
crimes and - by virtue of their direct 
democracy - the Swiss people have 
the power to do something about 
it. While I am aware that banking 
secrecy laws are partly responsi- 
ble for the Swiss economic success 
story, itismy strong opinion that such 
a wealthy country should be able to 
afford a conscience?” 


*Currency conversions are based on 
historicalrates 


Crooks, kleptocrats and 
crises: a timeline of Credit 
Suisse scandals 

Plus The hidden Swiss wealth 
ofa Middle East monarch 
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What is in the data leak 
from Credit Suisse, and 
why are we publishing it? 


by Paul Lewis 


n popular culture, there 

isnowhere safer to stash 

your cash than the vault of 

a Swiss bank. From thrillers 

to spy novels, Swiss bankers 

are depicted as discreet men 
in suits who know which questions 
notto ask. As James Bond quipped 
in The World Is Not Enough: “If you 
can't trust a Swiss banker, what's 
the world come to?” 

Switzerland dismisses such 
stereotypes as lazy and outdated. 
But its reputation as one ofthe 
premier tax havens has not come 
out ofnowhere. The country 
has nurtured, codified and even 


advertised the discretion ofits 
bankers for centuries, enjoying 
lucrative returns as elites flocked to 
the Alps to stockpile their riches. 
Over the past decade, however, 
things have started to change. 
When Switzerland began requiring 
its banks to share client data 
with some foreign authorities 
under a global exchange system 
to combat tax evasion in 2018, 
it was heralded as a watershed 
moment. Some even called it the 
end of Swiss banking secrecy. 
Our reporting suggests that 
conclusion was overblown. 
Swiss banks do share client data 


with many countries, but many 
developing nations are excluded 
from the exchange system. 
Meanwhile Switzerland”s famed 
banking secrecy law - article 47 
ofthe 1934 Federal Law on Banks 
- remains in force. Those who fall 
foulofit risk five years in jail. 

Not that long ago Switzerland 
strengthened its banking secrecy 
law, which had originally applied 
only to bankers and other insiders. 
As of2015, the law can theoretically 
be applied to any third party who 
“reveals” or “exploits” a secret that 
has come from within a Swiss bank. 

The wording is sufficiently vague 


that an overzealous prosecutor 
could think about using it against a 
journalist exposing wrongdoing by 
a Swiss bank or its clients. Any such 
move would be considered a brazen 
attack on free expression, not least 
in a country such as Switzerland, 
which is among the top 10 countries 
in the World Press Freedom Index. 

But it is not outside the realms 
of possibility. The UN special 
rapporteur on the promotion and 
protection ofthe right to freedom 
of opinion and expression, 

Irene Khan, told a reporter in 
the consortium of journalists 
investigating Credit Suisse that 
she was assessing article 47. 

“Icansay very clearly that 
international law gives journalists 
therightto publish information 
that is in the public interest, and 
financial or banking information 
can fall into that category, for 
instance ifit concerns public 
personalities)” she said. “The 
rightto privacy cannot be used as 
grounds to restrict the right of the 
media to publish information that 
may be of public interest? 

While far-fetched, the possibility 
that Switzerland”s prosecutors 
could use its banking secrecy 
statute to criminalise journalists 
ledto the decision to protect 
Swiss media outlets from such 
a scenario by excluding them from 
the consortium investigating the 
leaked data. 

More than 160 reporters from 
48 media outlets were involved in 
the Suisse Secrets project - butnone 
of them were based in Switzerland. 
Perversely, Swiss citizens wanting 
to read how the country”s second- 
largest lender provided services 
to corrupt leaders, fraudsters and 
war criminals can only do so via the 
foreign press. 

“This law is a massive restriction 
of press freedom in Switzerland; 
said Arthur Rutishauser, the 
editor-in-chief of Tamedia, which 
would have been a logical Swiss 
partner in the project. “The law can 
protect criminals and their assets. 
Journalists who try to expose them 
risk criminal proceedings” 

For media outside Switzerland, 
including the Guardian, the 
country”s radical banking secrecy 
law was also a consideration, albeit 


aless direct one. Itwas among 
many factors considered when 
we weighed up the publicinterest 
case for reviewing the leaked data 
- and, more recently, decided to 
publish some ofit. 

There are legitimate reasons 
why some Credit Suisse clients 
might want an offshore account, 
and it is not illegalto have one - 
assuming it is declared to the tax 
authorities. The 30,000 Credit 
Suisse clients in the leaked data 
include customers who have 
done nothing wrong and have an 
entirely reasonable expectation of 
privacy in their financial affairs. 

Their data was never ofinterest 
to investigative journalists 
focused on exposing wrongdoing 
and contributing to public debate 
about the banking system. 

However, decades of scandals 
have made clear that Swiss 
banks generally - and Credit 
Suisse in particular - have 
attracted illicit funds from tax 
evaders, kleptocrats and money 
launderers. Financial crime is 
a serious issue of global public 
interest. Whenitinvolves 
corruption in the developing 
world, the impact on the planet”s 
poorest can be profound. 

When an anonymous source 
leaked the Credit Suisse data to 
Suúddeutsche Zeitung, Germany”s 
largest broadsheet newspaper, 
they knew exactly what they were 
doing. This was not a dump of 
data on the darknet or a saleto 
the highest bidder. The recipients 
ofthe leak - Frederik Obermaier 
and Bastian Obermayer - are the 
award-winning investigative 
reporters behind the massive 
offshore leaks that led to the 
Panama and Paradise papers. 

In leaking the data to them, the 
source appears to have made a 
moral choice to circumvent what 
they said were Switzerland”s 
“immoral” banking secrecy laws. 

Months of painstaking reporting 
have now unearthed evidence that 
war criminals, human traffickers, 
druglords, corrupt leaders, 
fraudsters and other criminals 
have for years been using Credit 
Suisse accounts. Some were 
allowed to open accounts years 
after they had been convicted of 
serious crimes. 

In other cases, the data raises 
questions about unexplained 
wealth, or whether Credit Suisse 
asked basic questions about the 
origin of a clients funds. 

Deciding to publish these 
stories has been a balancing 
exercise. On one side: personal 
issues of privacy, confidentiality 
and data protection, and a Swiss 
banking secrecy law that could be 
used to censor reporting. On the 
other: the public's right to know 
about wrongdoing. And our duty 
torevealit. 
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Cross-party 
tributes after 
Northern 
Ireland MP 
dies aged 39 


| National 


Ben Quinn 


Tributes from across Northern Ire- 
landºs political divide have been paid 
to Christopher Stalford, a Democratic 
Unionist party assembly member, 
who has died suddenly, aged 39. 

The DUP leader, Jeffrey Donald- 
son, said he had talked at length on 
Friday night with Stalford, whom he 
described as someone “born to be a 
public representative”. 

“He was passionateabout Northern 


Ireland and wanted the best for his 
constituents. I was never to know 
how precious that conversation was 
to be? said the MP. 

Stalford, who was seven when 
his father died aged 26 from a bleed 
on his brain, was born in Belfast, 
where he studied at Queen's Univer- 
sity. After graduating, he worked for 
a number of the DUP*s elected rep- 
resentatives and later in the party”s 
press office and policy unit. 

In 2005, at the age of 22, he was 
elected to Belfast city council, 
the youngest person on the local 


authority, to represent the city's 
Laganbank area. 

In2016, Stalford was electedtorep- 
resent Belfast South in the Northern 
Ireland assembly, and from Janu- 
ary 2020 he served as the principal 
deputy speaker of the assembly. He 
is survived by his wife, Laura, and 
their four children. 

Sinn Féin's vice-president, 
Michelle OºNeill, who was the dep- 
uty first minister of Northern Ireland 
until earlier this month, extended 
her sympathies, tweeting: “Des- 
perately sad news of the sudden 


passing of DUP Assembly member 
Christopher Stalford > 

Brandon Lewis, the secretary 
of state for Northern Ireland, also 
expressed his condolences on social 
media, adding: “Christopher was 
passionate about crucial issues that 
affected people across NI? 

The Irish taoiseach, Micheál 
Martin, said he was deeply saddened 
by the death of the DUP politician, 
adding: “He served the people of 
South Belfast diligently and with 
integrity, working tirelessly to 
improve housing and education? 
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Police ordered to revisit 
how they handled case 
of black student's death 


Steven Morris 


The police watchdog has ordered a 
force to re-examine its handling of 
the case ofa black student killed on 
a railway line after his parents com- 
plained his death was not properly 
investigated because of his race. 

Romello McCook, 22, was hit by a 
train after a night out in Plymouth, 
where he was aboutto begin a course 
in architectural engineering. 

British Transport Police (BTP) 
concluded it was an accident but 
his parents, Lawrence and Vivienne 
McCook, believe their son may have 
been the victim ofa crime and have 
discovered flaws in the inquiry. 

The Independent Office for Police 
Conduct (IOPC) has investigated how 
BTP dealt with their complaint and, 
inareportseen by the Guardian, con- 
cludedthe force should look again at 
how it handled their grievance. 

McCook's parents, from Abingdon, 
Oxfordshire, welcomed the decision 
and hoped it would leadto a full rein- 
vestigation. They also hope to learn 
more of what happened to their son 
when an inquest takes placein June. 

Lawrence McCook said: “Romello 
was our only child. We brought him 
tothis country from Jamaica hoping 
life would be good. He did very well. 
He was very popular and very happy. 
But the police did not do very basic 
things when they investigated? 

Vivienne McCook added: “We felt 
the moment they went down there 
and saw it was a black person the 
investigation ended?” She added: 
“We”ve had to become investigators” 

Romello McCook was starting 
a new course in Plymouth in the 


> Romello 
McCook, right, 
in 2014 with 
his parents, 
Lawrence 
and Vivienne 
McCook, who 
said they had 
to undertake 
their own 
investigation 


autumn of2018. Onthe night of29-30 
September he wentto a club and left 
in the early hours. His bank card was 
usedinashop at 6.05am and shortly 
after 10am he was hit by atrain. 

BTPputitdownasanaccident, but 
McCook's parents could not under- 
stand why he was more than two 
miles from his accommodation and 
walking in the opposite direction. 

They were mystified that he did 
not have his phone with him, though 
he was “addicted” toit, and could not 
understand how he had got onto the 
line as there was a high fence. They 
established that his phone appeared 
to have been used after his death, 
suggesting it may have been stolen. 

Another police force reviewed the 
BTP investigation and concluded 
there were “missed opportunities” to 
trace McCook”s movements, includ- 
ing securing CCTV footage. 

The report said: “The concerns 
of the McCooks were not heard and 
evidence that could have potentially 
answered some of the questions 
regarding where Romello had been 
and who he was with were lost? 

The IOPC has written to the 
McCooks acknowledging “errors” 
made at the start of the investiga- 
tionled to them “losing a significant 
amountoffaithinthe police process”. 

It said none of the reviews had 
asked the McCook family why they 
felt ethnicity played a part in the 
investigation and said their concerns 
should be looked at properly. 

BTP said there was “no evidence 
or information to indicate any sus- 
picion or third party involvement”. 

Aspokesperson said:“We strongly 
refute the suggestion that his death 
wasn'tinvestigated properly because 
ofthe colour of his skin? 
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Crystal tears 
Fashion week 
pays tribute 
to designer 
Kikka, 28 


Jess Cartner-Morley 


ondon fashion week 
has paid a glamorous 
tribute to the designer 
Federica Cavenati, 
known as Kikka, who 
died in November aged 
28 after a short and sudden illness. 
The last collection she worked 
on was completed after her death 
by Marco Capaldo, her partner 
in life and in 16Arlington, their 
independent fashion label, and 
presented on the catwalk at an 
emotional show in Bloomsbury 
yesterday morning. 
“This was a celebration of the 
most beautiful person in my life”? 


National 


Capaldo said backstage afterwards. 


“Ijust hope that I did her proud? 
The mood was sombre, though 
the clothes were anything but. 
Cavenati's name was synonymous 
with effervescent party wear - 
maribou feathers, platform disco 
boots and barely there dance 


+. 
floor dresses - and that spirit lived 
onin snakeskin-printed leather 
mini dresses, lithe cut-out sequin 
jumpsuits and daringly tissue-thin 
knit dresses. Many of the feathers 
used in the collection were from 
an archive hand-dyed by Cavenati 
some years ago. 


A Fashion designer Federica “Kikka” 
Cavenati died last year, aged 28 


The collection was titled Tears, 
and teardrops were embroidered 
in crystal beading onto silk shirts 
in angel white. But there was a 
playfulness in the wet-look feather 
boas and acid-tipped fluffy buckets, 
which Capaldo said felt true to the 
“Javishly, fabulously generous” 
Cavenati, who “was a luminous 
person”. 

Elsewhere, the designer Alice 
Temperley - who moved her 
headquarters from Londonto the 
West Country during the pandemic, 
shifting to local production 
where possible - brought the first 
collection she has designed in her 
studio in Ilminster, Somerset, to a 
showroom in the capital for fashion 
week, but its heart remained in the 
countryside. 

“Icallthis my Wild West 
collection, because it's my love 
of Somerset, with a bit of cowgirl 
escapism added in)” she said. 


Scrap targets to 
limit C-sections, 
hospitals told 


Hannah Devlin 
Science correspondent 


Hospitals in England have been told 
to abandon targets aimed at limiting 
the number of caesarean sections 
carried out, over fears for the safety 
ofmothers and babies. 

Maternity units weretoldinaletter 
to stop pursuing “normal births”, 
with the chief midwife describing 
thetargets as clinically inappropriate. 

The letter from Prof Jacqueline 
Dunkley-Bent, NHS Englandºs chief 
midwife, and Dr Matthew Jolly, the 
national clinical director for mater- 
nity, instructed “all maternity 
servicesto stop usingtotal caesarean 
section rates as a means of perfor- 
mance management”. 

The changes have been welcomed 
by medical bodies. Dr Jo Mount- 
field, the vice-president at the Royal 
College of Obstetricians and Gynae- 
cologists, said: “Both vaginal and 
caesarean births carry certain ben- 
efits and risks, which should be 
discussed with women as they 
choose how they wishto give birth? 


“Birmingham is doing its bit. We now 
sell our sustainable, upgradable and 
recyclable lithium-ion battery packs in 
9 countries around the world. In fact, 
this year exporting will make up 55% of 
our sales. Find out how exporting could 
help you grow your business? 
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Exiles' 


return opens new front 


in battle for their home 


Indian Ocean 


tandingin the hospital 
room where she gave 
birthto her first child, 
Rosemonde Bertin 
looked around in despair. 
The roof had collapsed, 

trees grew through the floor and 

an enamelled bedpan lay half 

concealed by ferns. 

“Ihad my baby here? Bertin 
said. “He was born in 1972” That 
was shortly before everyone 
on Salomon atoll was forcibly 
deported by the British to Mauritius 
and Seychelles. 

Atorrential downpour, 
frequent in the afternoons once 
the equatorial sun heats the 
seas around the Chagos Islands, 
required 10 minutes” shelter under 
thetrees. Down a sodden track 
through overgrown coconut palms, 
Bertin then led the way to the 
island's cemetery. Predatory frigate 
birds drifted overhead. Graves were 
covered in moss with few legible 
inscriptions. Rusting iron rails 
surrounded a few tombs. 

The temporary return of exiled 
Chagossians, however, was not the 
only narrative being played out 
during the five-day visit last week. 

Mauritian officials planted their 


national flag on Salomon, Peros 
Banhos atoll and even a sandbank 
that emerged on a low springtide at 
Blenheim reef on the northernmost 
edge ofthe archipelago. The 
national anthem was sung and a 
statement broadcast by the prime 
minister, Pravind Jugnauth, 
celebrating Mauritian sovereignty. 
A plaque, recording that the islands 
are inalienably part of Mauritius, 
was cemented into place. 

As the Bleu de Nímes, hired 
by Mauritius for its first formal 
expedition to the archipelago, 
sailed away, Britain's control 
over what it terms the British 
Indian Ocean Territory appeared 
significantly weakened. 

The formal challenge to British 
sovereignty was initially met by 
Whitehall evasion: the presence of 
a foreign survey vesselin territorial 
waters explained as cooperation 
with a “scientific survey”. But 
the distrust lurking behind 
diplomatic niceties was evident in 
the presence ofa British fisheries 
protection vessel that shadowed 
the Bleu de Nimes, keeping a 
constant distance. 

The legal balance shifted 
decisively in favour of Mauritian 
arguments for sovereignty after 
decisions at the international court 
of justice (ICJ), the UN general 
assembly and the international 


. - LOL 
Rosemonde Bertin, who returned 
to the Chagos Islands last week with 
agroup led by Mauritian ofiicials 
PHOTOGRAPH: BRUNO RINVOLUCRI 


tribunal for the law ofthe sea 
(Ttlos) in 2019 and last year. Britain 
was found to have unlawfully 
separated the Chagos Islands 
from Mauritius before it granted 
independence in 1968. Last week's 
visit was the logical consequence 
of Mauritius seeking to enforce that 
internationally ratified authority. 
The government in Port Louis is 
now contemplating further legal 
action to enforce the Itlos ruling. 
The Mauritian ambassador to 
the UN, Jagdish Koonjul, led the 


Jagdish Koonjul 
Ambassador to the UN 


four objectives, he said. “We 
completed the survey on Blenheim 
reef [for a forthcoming Itlos 
hearing]. We brought Chagossians 
backto the islands where they 
were born. 

“We were able to exercise our 
sovereignty, raising the flag of 
Mauritius as we were travelling 
through the northernmost part of 
our territory. And we [explained] to 
the world [through the media] all 
the lies and deceits hidden for so 
long by certain powers” 

Britain justifies its refusal to 
hand backthe territory by pointing 
out that the initial IC] judgment, on 
which other decisions relied, was 
advisory not binding. 

Back in Salomon and Peros 
Banhos, amid derelict homes, 
it is difficult to understand why 
Britain should have organised the 
abandonment of such strategic 
settlements. The Chagossians” 
ancestors may have been 
transported as enslaved people 
from Africa by the first, French, 


colonial overseers, but their freed 
descendants had established 
thriving communities that 
survived by trading coconut oil. 
Neighbouring Maldives now hosts a 
lucrative tourist industry. 

The Americans, who rent a 
strategic military base from the UK 
on another island, Diego Garcia, 
supported the mass deportations 
in the early 1970s. However, the 
main rationale for evacuation 
was the consequence of a 1960 
UN resolution on the right of self- 
determination: Britain realised it 
could establish a new colony, the 
British Indian Ocean Territory, only 
ifno one lived there. 

Ever since, the plight of the 
exiled Chagossians has been the 
emotional battleground over 
which legitimacy of ownership has 
been fought. Britain, by forcibly 
deporting them, denying them 
UK citizenship, preventing them 
from returning, and insulting them 
in Foreign Office memorandums 
(where they were dismissed as 
“Men Fridays”), has repeatedly 
forfeited international sympathy. 

The media battle last week is the 
latest round in a long international 
campaign. The incongruity of 
Chagossian exiles returning on a 
cruise ship, replete with whirlpool 
baths and a deck-top bar, may have 
diluted the Mauritian message 
of colonial expropriation (and 
itcertainly provoked criticism 
from the Chagossian diaspora in 
Crawley, Sussex). But a vessel that 
size, carrying tenders for surveying 
alarge reef, was required. 

Four hundred miles out ffom 
Seychelles - cutting through the 
deep sea's heavy swellin an area 
regularly swept by cyclones - the 
need for a robust, ocean-going ship 
was easy to appreciate. 
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New Hockney works on 
view in Cambridge show 


Arts and culture correspondent 


David Hockney's latest self-portrait, 
painted in Normandy in November, 
will be on view for the first time 
in a new exhibition of the artist's 
work opening at the University of 
Cambridge. 

Hockney's Eye: The Artand Tech- 
nology of Depiction, explores the 
ways in which the renowned Brit- 
ish artist sees and depicts art. It will 
openin March across theuniversity's 
Fitzwilliam Museum and the Heong 
Gallery, Downing College. 

The exhibition features a number 
of works not publicly seen before in 
the UK. Jane Munro, co-curator at 
the Fitzwilliam, said it was the first 
“to give serious scholarly scrutiny to 
Hockney's ideas as wellas his art”. 

Through paintings, drawings, 
iPad paintings and video, to optical 
devices and innovative 3D modelling, 
theshow “explores Hockney's views 
abouthowtheart ofthe past was cre- 
ated, what he learned fromitand how 
he transformed it”, she said. 

Hockney has been known to 


criticise both photography andlinear 
“Renaissance” perspective, saying 
they are untrue to our real experi- 
ence ofthe visual environment. “The 
world is big” he wrote. “The eye is 
connected to the mind... we see with 
memory... A photographseesitallat 
once - in one click of the lens from a 
single point of view - but we don't” 

Itwasan exhibition of drawingsby 
Jean-Auguste-Dominique Ingres in 
1999 that triggered Hockney's inter- 
estintheuse ofopticaltools by artists 
before the advent of photography in 
1839. He said optical tools “do not 
draw for you”, an idea that proved 
controversial among art historians. 

At the Fitzwilliam, Hockney”s 
drawings, paintings and digital art- 
works will be displayed alongside 
historic works by artists includ- 
ing William Hogarth, Vincent van 
Gogh, Claude Monet, John Consta- 
ble and Andy Warhol. The Heong 
Gallery willchart Hockney”s pioneer- 
ing approaches to space and visual 
reality, starting with a drawing he 
made while at the Royal College of 
Artin 1959. 


Until 29 August 


on show in Cambridge from March pHorocraPH: JONATHAN WILKINSON/DAVID HOCKNEY/PA 


Rightwing war 
on 'woke' boosts 
charity support 


Social policy editor 


Awaveofattackson “woke” charities 
by rightwing politicians has back- 
fired, generating public support for 
theirtargets anda surgeinsocialjus- 
tice activism, say campaigners. 

An annual survey of social cam- 
paigning suggests that charities 
feel emboldened to speak out on 
contested issues, including race, 
immigration and the environment, 
despite attempts to silence them. 

The Sheila McKechnie Foundation 
survey found the attacks had per- 
suaded many charitiesto re-examine 
their mission. A third said they were 
now “more likely to speak out”. 

“The high-profile attacks on 
charities over the past few years 
seem to have backfired. Many have 
responded by asking themselves if 
they are still honouring their core 
mission by speaking out and con- 
cluded that, in fact, campaigning is 
not just their right but their duty? 
said Sue Tibballs, the chief executive 
of the foundation. 
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Windsurfers 
ride the rough 
surfyesterday 
at Bracklesham 
Bay near 
Chichester, 
West Sussex 
PHOTOGRAPH: PA 
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Emergency 
workers attend 
a lorry that 
had tipped over 
near Chatteris, 
Cambridgeshire. 
The driver was 
not injured 


GEOFF ROBINSON/ 
BAV MEDIA 


A power 
worker repairs 
electricity lines 
damaged by 
Storm Eunice 
at Parsons 
Drove, Wisbech, 
where Red Cross 
response teams 
helped residents 
TERRY HARRIS 


Evewitness 


Many trees 
were toppled 
by the storms 
including this 
huge oak, which 
fellin Bookham, 
Surrey 
OLIVER DIXON 


A person 
braves the 
crashing waves 
at hightidein 
Aberystwyth 
harbour, 
Ceredigion 


IAN JONES/ALAMY 
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The high 
waters of the 
River Severn 
threatento 
flood homes 
in Ironbridge, 
Shropshire 
NICK POTTS/PA 


Storm Franklin 
threatens UK 
with yet more 
wind damage 
and flooding 


North of England correspondent 


Large parts of the UK are braced for 
another day oftravel chaos and power 
cuts today as Storm Franklin brings 
hurricane-force winds and flood- 
ing in the wake of the deadly Storm 
Eunice. 

Hundreds of families in south 
Manchester were urged to evacuate 
their homes last night, while nearly 
80,000 households remained with- 
out power following the worst UK 
storm in decades. 

The Met Office said Franklin would 
bring gusts ofup to 8omphin North- 
ern Ireland and that England and 
Wales would have another day of 
strong winds and heavy rain. 

Two severe weather warnings 
were in place in south Manchester, 
meaningthere was ariskto life, along 
with more than 300 flood warnings 
and alerts across England, Scotland 
and Wales. 

Evacuation centres were setup at 
a mosque in the Manchester suburb 
of Didsbury, and at aleisure centrein 
Fallowfield, after the Environment 
Agency said 460 properties were at 
risk of flooding from the Mersey. 

A Met Office spokesman said an 
amber weather warning for strong 
winds was in place for Northern Ire- 
land between midnight and 7am 
today, likely to bring power cuts, 
damage to buildings, flying debris 
and danger to life. 

Storm Eunice caused what pro- 
viders believe was a record national 
power outage over a 24-hour period 
on Friday, with about 1.4m homes 
affected. Four fatalities have been 
confirmed, with many more injured 
by flying debris or falling trees. 

The continuing strong winds 
meant that tens ofthousands of peo- 
ple would spend fourth day without 
power as engineers were only able 
toreconnecta fraction of the 83,000 
customers without any supply. 

The Energy Networks Association 
said approximately 28,000 custom- 
ersin south-west England remained 
without power yesterday evening. 

Agencies have issued hundreds of 
alertsfor flooding across Britain. The 
worst of the flooding is expected in 
thenorth and west of England, large 
stretches of central Scotland includ- 
ingthe Western Isles and Orkney, and 
along the River Severn in Wales. 

AMetOfficespokesman said strong 
winds and heavy rain would mean 
disruption to the start of the work- 
ing week, particularly in Northern 
Ireland, which looks as ifit willexpe- 
rience the worst of Storm Franklin. 

London's 02 arena will stay closed 
after part ofits roof was destroyed by 
Storm Eunice, prompting the evac- 
uation of about 1,000 people. The 
22,000-seater venue saidit expected 
a scheduled UB40 concert will go 
ahead as planned on Friday. 
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Ottawa 


make final 


push to 
remove 


protesters 


E cr 


= 

Ps BM. 

| MECOUTURELANZON 
EEE 


New York 
Ottawa 


Canadian police were making a final 
pushyesterday to clear the streets of 
Ottawa of demonstrators who have 
paralysed the capital city by parking 
trucks and campingon the streets for 
more than three weeks in a protest 
against pandemic restrictions. 

Police had made 170 arrests and 
towed 53 vehicles since they began 
effortsto break up the protest on Fri- 
day morning. The prime minister, 
Justin Trudeau, invoked rarely used 
emergency powers. 

On Saturday, police used pepper 
spray and stun grenades to move out 
the diehards, clearing most of the 
area in front of parliament and next 
to the prime minister's office. 

But pockets of protesters still 
remained. Some ofthose arrested on 
Saturday wore body armour and had 
smoke grenades and other fireworks 
in their bags and vehicles, police said. 

“This operation is stillmoving for- 
ward? Ottawa'sinterim police chief, 
Steve Bell, said on Saturday. “Itisnot 
over and it will take more time until 
we have achieved our goals” 


Aman steps 
outofa truck 
as police clear 
the area near 
the parliament 
on Saturday 
after weeks of 
demonstrations 


PHOTOGRAPH: 
CANADIAN PRESS/ 
REX/SHUTTERSTOCK 


The Ottawa Citizen reported that 
hundreds of police and protesters 
faced off against each other on Sat- 
urday eveningin Bank Street, a main 
commercial artery. Officers in riot 
gear were lined up feet away from 
protesters beating drums. 

The protesters were initially 
demanding an end to cross-border 
Covid-19 vaccine mandates for truck 
drivers, but the blockade turnedinto 
a demonstration against Trudeau and 
his government. 

Trudeau invoked emergency 
powers to give the government 
wider authority to stop the protests, 
including sweeping powers to freeze 
the accounts of those suspected of 
supporting the blockades, without 
obtaining a court order. 

On Saturday night, the Royal Cana- 
dian Mounted Police (RCMP) said it 
had frozen more than 100 finan- 
cial accounts and that 251 bitcoin 
addresses had been shared with 
currency exchangers under the emer- 
gency powers. 

Information on individuals, com- 
panies and vehicles involved in the 
protest had been passed to financial 
institutions, which had the final say 
on whether to freeze accounts. One 


“bankhadal 
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ready actedinadvanceto 
freezethe account ofa payment pro- 
cessor worth almost C$4m (£2.3m), 
the RCMP said. 

“Police are making their way 
throughthe streets methodically and 
responsibly. This is encouraging, but 
the work is not yet done? the public 
safety minister, Marco Mendicino, 
said on Saturday. 

Protesters, who have been filmed 
by police, will be held accountable, 
Bell said. “We will actively look to 
identify you and follow up with finan- 
cial sanctions and criminal charges. 
- This investigation will go on for 
months to come? 

The police operation is one of the 
largest in Canadian history, with 


A protester being treated on the 
street for the effects of pepper spray 
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“TellmeifI am alive' 
Missing passenger 
found after ferry blaze 
Page 26 


Lord of the Rings 
Fans start race row 
over show's casting 
Page 27 
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A Police movediinto the area in front 
of parliament and next to the prime 
minister's office on Saturday to 
break up the demonstrators. Officers 
inriot gear used pepper spray (below) 


: andstun grenades. Some of 

: those arrested were wearing body 

: armour and had smoke grenades 

: and fireworks in their vehicles 
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officers brought to the capital from 
around the country. 

The sweep began on Friday when 
hundreds ofofficersmovedinonthe 
self-described “freedom convoy” in 
downtown Ottawa. Heavy tow trucks 
with police escorts were broughtinto 
the area near the parliament build- 
ing, where protesters were sitting 
in campers and other vehicles, and 
began clearing the obstruction one 
vehicle at a time. 

“You can't do this. You can't do 
this. You have no right? pleaded 
one woman asalineofpolice pushed 
towards a blockade on Rideau Street. 
Another broke down in tears as pro- 
testers were hauled off. 

As footage of arrests and scuffles 
spread, groups supportingthe truck- 
ersreacted with shock and scepticism 
on the secure-messaging site Tele- 
gram. One user claimed the officers 
were with the United Nations, part 
ofa common conspiracy theory that 
holds that Canada's government is 
linked to globalist networks. 

As the police bore down on the 
protesters, there were signs of the 
resolve of convoy leaders wavering. 
Tom Marazzo, an organiser of the 
protest, told a press conference the 


decision had been made to “peace- 
fully withdraw”. He added: “We 
will simply regroup as a grassroots 
movement? 

Marazzo accused Trudeau ofhead- 
ing a “tyrannical regime” and said 
protesters were being punished for 
bearing Canadian flags. “What laws 
have we broken? They are parking 
infractions” he said. 

There were four protest leaders 
among the 170 arrested. 

Jeremy Glass, a protester from 
Shelburne, Ontario, told the Associ- 
ated Press that police were gaining 
controlofkey areasin the city. “They 
are trying to push us all away” he 
said. “The main camp is seized now. 
We're no longer in possession ofit” 

Theconspiracy theories and popu- 
listanger underpinningthetruckers” 
movement areunlikelyto disappear. 
Experts said supporters would prob- 
ablytrytospintheresultasa victory 
or the catalyst for more widespread 
protest. Mainstream and fringe politi- 
cians have started vyingfor influence 
among the movement's supporters. 

“There are a number of politicians 
lookingtousethis asa springboard? 
said Kurt Phillips of the Canadian 
Anti-Hate Network. 


Death in prison of Epstein 


friend 'devastating' for 
survivors of alleged abuse 


Jon Henley 


Victims ofa French modelling agent's 
alleged sexual abuse have expressed 
shock and dismay after he was found 
dead in his cell, in an apparent echo 
of the prison suicide of his close 
associate, the disgraced US financier 
Jeffrey Epstein. 

Paris police are investigating the 
death of Jean-Luc Brunel, 75, who 
had been charged with the rape of 
minors and was also being held on 
suspicion of trafficking underage 
girls for sex. His body was found in 
La Santé prison early on Saturday. 

Sources close to the investigation 
said Brunel had hanged himself, but 
this hasnot been officially confirmed. 
Epstein was found hanged in his New 
York jail cellin August 2019 while 
awaiting trial over the alleged abuse 
of hundreds of young girls. 

Brunel was arrested in December 
2020 at Charles de Gaulle airport as 
part of a French inquiry launched 
after US charges were brought against 
Epstein. The case is now closed 
unless other suspects are identified. 

Afrequent companion of Epstein, 
who travelled often to France and 
had apartments in Paris, Brunel was 
accused in US court documents of 
rape and of procuring young girls for 
his friend, and was considered cen- 
tralto the French investigation. 

Victims of his alleged trafficking, 


who were mostly said to have been 
lured with promises oflucrative mod- 
ellingcontracts, said they were angry 
that Brunel, like Epstein, would never 
face trial. Anne-Claire Le Jeune, a 
lawyer for the plaintiffs, described 
thenews as “quite terrible” for them, 
addingthat they felt Brunel had “left 
behind many secrets”. 

Le Jeune expressed the women?s 
“frustration and bitterness over not 
being able to obtain justice - just as 
for the victims of Epstein”, adding 
that it had taken “so much courage 
for them to be ableto speak up, to be 
heard by the police”. 

Thysia Huisman, a Dutch former 


Tt makes me angry - 
I've been fighting for 
Years. The end ofthis 
was to bein court' 


Thysia Huisman 
Dutch former model 


model who has said she was drugged 
andraped by Brunelasateenager and 
was one of many women to identify 
themselves to French police as vic- 
tims of the agent”s abuse, said she 
was shocked by the news ofhis death. 

“It makes me angry, because [ve 
been fighting for years”? Huisman 
said. “For me, the end of this was to 
bein court. And now that whole end- 
ing - which would help form closure 
- is taken away from me. To rebuild 
yourself, that is an essential step?” 

One of Epstein's principal accus- 
ers, Virginia Giuffre, who has said the 
financier once braggedto her that he 
had slept with more than 1,000 “of 
Brunel's girls”, said she was disap- 
pointed by the agent”s death. 

Giuffre recently accepted an undis- 
closed sum from Prince Andrew, with 
no admission ofliability, after bring- 
ing a civil case against the Queen's 
second son, with whom she says she 
had sex when she was 17 - a minor 
under US law - after beingintroduced 
to him through Epstein. 

Sigrid McCawley, Giuffre”s law- 
yer, said the news of Brunel”s death 
was “devastating”. She said: “For the 
women who have stoodup...itisnot 
how these men died, but how they 
lived, and the damage they caused 
to so many? 

Brunel began his careeras a model 
scout and in 1978 wasinvolved in set- 
tingup the prestigious Karin Models 
agency. He then moved to the US 
where he co-founded the Miami- 
based agency MC2. He is credited 
with discoveringanumber ofmodels, 
including Christy Turlington and 
Milla Jovovich. 

He had been placed under formal 
investigation for the alleged rape of 
two minors and for sexual harass- 
ment, and had also been questioned 
on suspicion of sex trafficking of 
underage girls. He deniedallcharges. 


Call for statue 
to be made into 
memorial for 
Congo victims 


Jennifer Rankin 
Brussels 


A bronze statue of the 19th-cen- 
tury King Léopold Il in the centre of 
Brussels could be melted down and 
turned into a monument to the mil- 
lions who died during his brutal rule 
of the Belgian Congo and other vic- 
tims of colonialism, an expert group 
has suggested. 

Thegroup ofhistorians, architects 
and other specialists, commissioned 
by the Brussels regional govern- 
ment, also suggests a second option 
for the Léopold II bronze: creating 
an open-air statue park to house the 
equestrian work, along with other 
controversial monuments to figures 
ofthe colonial past. 


The two scenarios were proposed 
ina256-pagereport on the “decoloni- 
sation” of public space in the Belgian 
capital, which was commissioned by 
Brussels after Black Lives Matter pro- 
tests swept across the city in 2020. 

The Léopold Il equestrian statue, 
close to the Royal Palace, became a 
flashpoint for protesters during what 
became the largest demonstrations 
against racism in Brussels that par- 
ticipants could remember. 

Brussels has scores ofmonuments 
and streets named after the men who 
built Belgium's empireinthelate19th 
century's “scramble for Africa”. 

King Léopold II ran the Congo as 
his personal fiefdom from 1885-1908, 
atime that saw millions of people die 


A Congo's flag held up at Léopold II's 
statue, at a BLM protest in 2020 


of brutal treatment, hunger and dis- 
ease. The Belgian state took over the 
Congo from 1908 until 1960, gaining 
colonies in modern-day Rwanda and 
Burundifrom Germany after the first 
world war 

Belgium's colonial legacy, includ- 
ing its violence against African 
populations, the theft of natural 
resources and anti-black racism, 
are “established historical facts that 
are not always recognised and fully 
acknowledged by Belgium”, the 
reportstates. 

Some monuments could be 
removed to museums or a statue 
park; others could be renamed or put 
in context with information plaques. 

“A decolonised publicspaceisnot a 
spacein whichallcolonialtraces have 
been effaced?” thereport adds, “but 
free of material elements that pro- 
mote then and now the asymmetric 
relation between the former white 
“civiliser” and the former colonised 
black person, perpetuating a racist 
ideology and inequalities” 

The experts also propose a memo- 
rialto the victims of colonisation, as 
wellas a museum or documentation 
centre where people can learn about 
Belgium's imperial past. 
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Missing 
passenger 
found alive 
aíter ferry 
blaze in 
Greece 


Athens 


One of 12 passengers missing on an 
Italian cruise liner off Corfu has been 
found alive, 53 hours after the ferry 
burst into flames while bound for 
Brindisi. 

Rescuers who boarded the stricken 
ship found the man, a 21-year-old 
Belarusian lorry driver, on the stern 
of the vessel, which teams had been 
attempting to cool down. His first 
words were “tell me ifI am alive”, 
according to local media. 

Temperatures on the Italian- 
flagged Euroferry Olympia had 
exceeded 600C as firefighters had 
battled to extinguish fires that had 
raged since Friday. 

Images ofthe man climbing down 
a ladder unassisted have raised hopes 
for the 11 passengers - alllorry driv- 
ers - still missing, Greece's shipping 
minister, Ioannis Plakiotakis, said. 

Themenarethoughtto have been 
sleeping in the cabins of their trucks 
when the fire broke out on a third- 
level car deck at 4.12am. 

The intense heat and gale-force 
winds had hampered rescue efforts 
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The21-year-old lorry driver from 
Belarus found alive after 53 hours 


Albanianlorry driver 
Interviewed on Greek TV 


on Saturday, but as both subsided 
the operation resumed yesterday. 
Authorities announced that the 183- 
metre Grimaldi Linesferry was being 
slowly towed by tug boatsto a portin 
northern Corfu. 

Two migrantsnotonthe passenger 
list were among the 280 people who 
managedto flee the ship onlifeboats. 
Flames moved at speed from the car 
deckto the passenger deck after the 
blaze broke out within hours of the 
liner setting sail from Igoumenitsa, 
the largest port in western Greece, 
with 239 passengers and 51 crew offi- 
cially on board. 

Rescued passengers said there was 
“panic and chaos” once it became 
clear the fire could not be brought 
under control, and flames reached 
the passenger deck. 

“It was so unreal, it was a bit like 
the Titanic, but it was real? David 
Waller, a 58-year-old trucker, told 
Reuters. 

Anotherlorry driver, described as 
Albanian, said he thought death had 
“come for me”. 

“There was so much smoke. I 
thought we wouldn”t make it” hetold 
Greek state TV. “It took us about an 
hour and a halfbefore we gotinto the 


Firefighters attempting to put 
out the blaze aboard the Euroferry 
Olympia offCorfu at the weekend 
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lifeboats and about three more hours 
before we were picked up” Many said 
they hadlosteverythingtotheblaze, 
listing passports, money, luggage, 
lorries and other vehicles. 

An Italian anti-financial crime 
police boat, which happened to be 
inthearea, playedacrucialroleinthe 
rescue operation. The Italian presi- 
dent, Sergio Mattarella, personally 
called the unit's commander to thank 
him. Local fishing boats also rushed 
tothesceneto search for people who 
might have jumped into the water. 

The ferry's captain and two 
mechanics appeared before a public 
prosecutor on Saturday as a judicial 
investigation was formally launched. 

Greek officials have described 
the incident as the worst mari- 
time disaster since 2014, when 
the Italian-owned passenger ferry 
Norman Atlantic caught fire in the 
Adriatic Sea with as many as22 people 
- including stowaway passengers - 
losing their lives. 

Athens” shipping ministry said 
once the fire was extinguished, the 
Euroferry Olympia would be towed 
toa safe place so that its tanks could 
be emptiedto avoid an environmen- 
tal disaster in the area. 


West imposing 
starvation policy 
on Afghans, says 
David Miliband 


Diplomatic editor 


The west has inflicted catastrophic 
damage on Afghanistan and its own 
reputation by imposing a policy of 
starvation on the country, according 
to David Miliband, the chief exec- 
utive of the International Rescue 
Committee. 

“If we wanted to create a failed 
state we couldnot have amore effec- 
tive policy mix” he told the Guardian. 

Miliband, a former UK foreign sec- 
retary, has been lobbying the Biden 
administration and the World Bank 
torelease cashto startreconstructing 
the economy. “Isimply do notunder- 
stand the lack ofurgency) he said. 

He warned the crisis was so deep 
thatthe UN's appeal for $4bn (£2.9bn) 
this year, due to be addressed at a 
pledging conference next month, 
was likely to riseto $10bn next year. 

There are reports that the World 
Bank board may meet next month 
to release up to £ibn. 

On his first visit to London in two 
years, he said: “We are not punish- 
ingthe Taliban. Itis ordinary Afghans 
thatare payingthe price of peace. Itis 
not just a catastrophe of choice, but 
a catastrophe of reputation. Thisis a 
starvation policy? 

To those who believed with- 
holding aid would produce a more 
pluralist Taliban, Miliband said: “The 
choiceisavery brutal one. Itisnot “do 
you help the Taliban or not?” Itis “do 
you help the people or not?” 


dito EN 
An Afghan woman holds her child 
as she waits to receive aid in Kabul 
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Lord of the Rings 


Amazon has a lot at stake: Lord 
ofthe Rings: The Rings of Power is 
likely to cost $1bn over five seasons 
PHOTOGRAPH: AMAZON STUDIOS/PA 


fans start race row over show's casting 


sthe new Lord of 
the Rings television 
series gears up 
for its September 
launch on Amazon, 
the company has 
already triggered a row over race 
by including characters of colour in 
JRR Tolkien's fantasy world. 
Thetech group has spent a 
dragon'”s hoard of gold on adapting 
the beloved story famous for its 
cultish fans, some of whom are 
deeply enmeshed in the rightwing 
culture war industry. Yet it is fully 
aware its final product has to reach 
a broad modern audience to justify 
the expenditure. 
The Lord ofthe Rings: The 
Rings of Power is not part of 
Peter Jackson's phenomenally 
successful Lord ofthe Rings and 
Hobbit movies, but it is intended 
to capitalise on their success: a 
streaming series set in the world of 
Tolkien's high-fantasy novels, with 
characters and battles drawn from 
the history and mythology laid 
forth in the books” appendices. 
The series cost $465m (£340m) 
to produce the first season, making 
itthe most expensive television 
show in history. Over its projected 
five seasons, that budget will 


almost certainly exceed $1bn. It 
is the crown jewel in Amazon's 
increasing investment in licensing 
and producing movies and TV 
series, which went up from $11bn 
to $13bn last year according to 
the company”s annual report. In 
general, licensing old TV shows 
and movies will only get more 
expensive, so itis in Amazon”s 
interest to make new shows and 
movies to attract subscribers. 

The Lord of the Rings appendices 
are more like a compilation of 
notes about the world ofthe books 
than a narrative of their own - so 
producers have woven their own 
stories ofromance and palace 
intrigue into the timelines, fairy 
stories and genealogical footnotes. 

That has allowed them to cast 
people of colour in the series. 
Sophia Nomvete plays dwarven 
princess Disa, for example, and 
Ismael Cruz Córdova is elvish 
warrior Arondir, while Lenny 
Henry has been cast as a harfoot, a 
variety of hobbit. 

In response, a trailer for The 
Rings of Power on YouTube had 
74,000 comments by yesterday, 
thousands of them the same quote 
from Tolkien: “Evil cannot create 
anything new, it can only spoil 
and destroy what good forces have 
invented and created” Others talk 
of “woke social justice warrior 
garbage” and “destroying Tolkien”s 


work” by “forcing political beliefs”. 
Non-fans rolled their eyes, and 
the satirical cartoon South Park 
retroactively changed its sole black 
child character's name from Token 
to Tolkien. Similar disputes played 
out when actors of colour started 
taking roles in Star Wars spinoffs. 
The conflict is also about the 
rise of two kinds of media empire: 
Amazon, a key part ofthe business 


Amazon's trailer shows Tolkien”s 
mythology includes people ofcolour 


$165m 


Cost ofproducing the first season of 
The Rings of Power, making it the 
most expensive TV show in history 


74,000 


Current total comments on a trailer 
for the series on YouTube - many 
saying it is “destroying” the books 


empire of Jeff Bezos, the richest 
man in the world; and YouTube, 
much of whose user-generated 
content expresses forceful opinions 
about pop culture. 

YouTubers complaining about 
“fan mistreatment” have hundreds 
of thousands - sometimes millions 
- of subscribers devoted to movies, 
TV shows and comics from their 
childhoods. Many are constantly 
on the watch for a new version that 
might expand the role of women 
and add characters of colour 
or LGBTO+ characters. When 
angry, they can coordinate broad 
campaigns of harassment across 
social media and skew perception 
of public opinion - which can really 
mess with a marketing budget. 

The extremity of protest over 
the “unrealistic” presence ofa 
black dwarf princess feels silly, 
considering the stories themselves 
involve wizards and dragons. But 
audiences, says Ebony Thomas, 
author of The Dark Fantastic 
and an associate professor at 
the University of Michigan, are 
not wrong when they say black 
characters seem as if they don't 
belongin the fantasy genre. 

“The history offantasy is 
racialised? she said. “People 
are used to seeing fantasies and 
fairytales as all-white, particularly 
in faux-medieval or magical- 
medieval settings. We're taking 


them out of the dream space. 
We're taking them out ofhow they 
imagined it could be, and so it feels 
offto them? 

The poems and legends that 
inspired Tolkien include characters 
who are not white. The Norse 
Prose Edda, compiled in 1220, 
includes the svartálfar, black 
elves who live in Svartálfarheim. 
Despite that, it is a fraught time to 
be adapting anything with even a 
hint of Norseness to it. American 
fascist organisations use Norse 
iconography publicly in lieu of 
more easily recognized swastikas 
and Confederate flags while 
American “European heritage” 
groups are obsessed with Norse 
gods and runes. 

Some fantasy devotees are 
refusing to cede ground to the 
far-right, arguing that such 
symbols - and fantasy more 
broadly - should be for everyone. 
“White supremacists don't own 
Norse mythology, even ifsome 
ofthem think they do, any more 
than they own the Bible, or the US 
Constitution” tweeted the author 
Neil Gaiman, who has written his 
own version of the Norse myths. 

In fact, despite its deep wells of 
mythology, The Lord of the Rings 
is fundamentally a comforting 
story of middle-class heroes of 
multiple races who triumph over 
enormous odds to save their 
way of life by working together 
against a common foe. This is more 
of a saccharine conservatism, 
complicated by Tolkien's own 
experiences in the first world war. 

“Idon't think these books are 
fascist?” wrote the British fantasy 
writer Michael Moorcock in 1978, 
“but they certainly don't exactly 
argue with the 18th-century 
enlightened Toryism with which 
the English comfort themselves 
so frequently in these upsetting 
times” Moorcock thought Tolkien 
owed alotto AA Milne; he called 
the Rings books “Epic Pooh”. 

US conservatives, too, especially 
evangelical Christians who 
venerate Tolkien and CS Lewis, 
love Tolkien”s preoccupation with 
the simple life and disdain for the 
urban or industrial. 

Thomas points out that the 
notoriously restrictive Tolkien 
estate approve ofthe adaptation. 
Given that raceisan arbitrary 
construct, she said, it's no less 
authentic to cast black actors than 
itis to cast white ones. 

“My ancestors have been 
here, speaking English, for 10 
generations” she said. “It's not 
the case that some strange people 
who are not from Anglo-American 
culture are suddenly demanding 
representation. We've been here for 
centuries. We have been existing” 
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Asking prices for homes coming onto 
themarketin Britain roseby arecord 
2.3% in February, according to the 
property website Rightmove. 

The listing site said it was the big- 
gestmonthly increasein the 20 years 
it has kept records, and meant the 
average advertised cost of a home 
was up by £7,785, to £348,804. Over 
thepasti2 months, askingpriceshave 
goneup by 9.5%. 

Whilethe number ofnew property 
listings increased by 11% during the 
month, the number of people look- 
ingto buy a property rose by 16%, the 
website said. 

“Thisnew record meansthat aver- 
age asking prices have now risen by 
nearly £40,000inthetwo years since 
the pandemic started, compared to 
just over £9,000 in the previous two 
years” a spokesperson said. 

The figures show a widening gap 
between the number of buyers and 
sellers, which experts say willmain- 
tain house price inflation this year 
well above annual salary increases. 

First-time buyers are expected to 
lose out in the race to buy the few 
properties on the market. 


Wealthier buyers, many of whom 
have saved large deposits during the 
pandemic, are among those caught 
by the “fear of missing out”, which 
Rightmove said would continue to 
drive prices higher. 

Tim Bannister, the firm's director 
of property data, said that as Covid 
restrictions werelifted “we now have 
a group of movers who are looking 
to return closer to major cities, or at 
least within comfortable commuting 
distance of their workplaces”. 

The shortage of homes for sale 
could lead to bidding wars and the 
return ofgazumpingin hotspotareas. 

The London property market, 
which stagnated after the Brexit vote 
in 2016, recorded the biggest annual 
jump in inquiries to estate agents of 
any region - up 24% year on year. 

The capital also had its highest 
annual rate of price growth in the 
lastfive years as the end of pandemic 
restrictions and a returnto the office 
made London and its suburbs an 
attractive option again. 

Earlier this month, Nationwide 
said sale pricesin January wereupby 
11% on the same month in the previ- 
ous year, giving house price inflation 
in2022the strongest start since 2005. 

The building society said prop- 
erty transactionsin 2021 wereat their 


Rightmove reports record 
rise in home asking prices 
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A Wealthier buyers may be keeping 
some first-timers out of the market 


£140,000 


Amount by which average home 
asking prices have risen during the 
pandemic, according to Rightmove 


Year-on-year increase in inquiries 
to estate agents in London, the 
largest rise in the country 


highest level since 2007 and about 
25% higher than in 2019, before the 
pandemic struck. 

However, the low level of stock 
beingreleased for sale meantthe gap 
between the number ofhomes on the 
market and rising demand had con- 
tinued to grow. 

A separate report by the agents 
Knight Frank found that the fastest 
growthin property values was in the 
home counties and on the outskirts 
of London, where houses with out- 
side space and good schools nearby 
were increasingly desirable. 

Tom Bill, the firm's head of UK res- 
idential research, said it was more 
reliable to use price per square foot 
as a measure of value, and while this 
putparts of central Londonatthetop 
of the pile, many fashionable areas 
outsidethe capital were catchingup. 

He said all wards in England and 
Wales with a median property price 
of more than £1,000 per square foot 
were in London. Knightsbridge and 
Belgravia (£2,237) and the ward next 
door, Brompton and Hans (£2,022), 
were top of the list and the only two 
areasinthe country wherethe figure 
exceeded £2,000. 

However, two wards in Oxford 
- Summertown and Walton Manor - 
and three areas to the south-west of 
London were the fastest risers. 

“The market in north Oxford has 
the classicdrivers ofgreat properties, 
shopping and schools? said William 
Kirkland, the head of Knight Frank's 
Oxford office. “From Summertown 
you can walkto some very good state 
and independent schools, which is 
why people are still choosingto come 
here from London?” 
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Labour urges 
ministers to 
“come clean' on 
bus funding as 
services at risk 


Gwyn Topham 
Transport correspondent 


Labour has urged the government to 
“come clean” on bus fundingas oper- 
ators prepare to slash services, with 
a critical moment for decisions over 
routes approaching on Wednesday. 

Almostoneinthreeservicesare at 
risk, the industry and local author- 
ities have warned, as the Treasury 
refuses to confirm ifit will continue 
grant funding to support operators 
whose bus revenues have yet to 
recover to pre-pandemic levels. 

The financial lifeline will other- 
wise expire on 5 April, meaningmany 
operators - who normally must give 
six weeks” notice to close a route - 
will decide this week which services 
remain viable. 

The shadow transport secretary, 
Louise Haigh, said the situation could 
prove “devastating for the millions 
who depend on buses”, and called 
on the government to avert a loom- 
ing crisis. 

In a letter to the transport secre- 
tary, Grant Shapps, Haigh said routes 
could be axed just as passenger num- 
bers begin to recover, “locking in 
declining services for yearsto come”. 

She said Shapps should “come 
clean on wider long-term funding 
cuts” for the Bus Back Better strategy 
announced last year by Boris John- 
son with £3bn to transform buses. 
Improvement funding has been 
reduced to just over £1.2bn; the gov- 
ernment counts emergency support 
grants as partofthe total figure. 

Authorities around the country 
have warned ofcuts, including Tyne 
and Wear and the West Midlands. 
Greater Manchester councillors 
said on Friday evening, following 
talks with local operators, that they 
expected to see a widescale reduc- 
tionin bus frequencies and about 30 
routes withdrawn. 

Aspokesperson for the Confeder- 
ation of Passenger Transport, which 
represents operators, said the situ- 
ation was urgent: “There's no still 
clarity on funding from the Treas- 
ury, and up to 30% of services face 
being cut? 

A Department for Transport 
spokesperson said: “We have pro- 
videdover £1.7bnto keep bus services 
running across the country through- 
out the pandemic, and are working 
closely with operators and local 
transport authorities to protect ser- 
vices after April” 

He said the government had com- 
mitted to investing £3bn into bus 
services by 2025. 
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Abolishing 'solden visa' scheme 
unfair to super-rich, lawyers say 


Rupert Neate 
Wealth correspondent 


London lawyers who helped the 
global super-rich apply for “golden 
visas” to live in Britain have called 
on the government to reconsider 
its decision to abolish the Tier 1 


investor visa scheme, warning that 
it would be “enormously damaging” 
to the economy. 

Kyra Motley, a partner at the law 
firm Boodle Hatfield, said the gov- 
ernment was jeopardising billions 
of pounds in overseas investment 
“because ofa popular myth that for- 
eign money is dirty money”. 


More than 12,000 golden visas 
have been granted since the scheme 
was launched in 2008, including 
more than 2,500 to Russians. The 
programme allowed people with at 
least £2m in investment funds and 
a UK bank account to apply for resi- 
dency rights along with their family. 

Chetal Patel, a partner at the law 
firm Bates Wells, said that scrap- 
ping the investor visa because of 
increased tensions over Russia's 
threat to Ukraine would be “unfair” 
tootherrich people wishingto come 
tothe UK. 
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Time has come for the real 
Rishi Sunak to stand up 
and tellus what he believes 


here's something odd 
about Rishi Sunak. The 
chancellor has rarely 
been out of the news 
since he took over at 
the Treasury two years 
ago and his approval rating with 
the public is high. His reputation as 
a safe pair of hands means he could 
be the next prime minister - yet we 
know little about what he believes. 

While a picture of Sunak has 
emerged of a technocrat fascinated 
by Silicon Valley-style capitalism, 
in truth there have been only hints 
of an overarching philosophy. 

Sunak has the chance to do 
something about that when he 
gives the Mais lecture on Thursday, 
an event at which previous 
chancellors have taken the 
opportunity to lay out a credo. 

Nigel Lawson certainly did in 
1984 when he rejected the postwar 
consensus that macroeconomic 
policy (interest rates, public 
spending and tax) should be about 
delivering full employment while 
control of inflation was the job of 
microeconomic policy (supply-side 
measures). 

In his Mais lecture 15 years 
later Gordon Brown cavilled with 
Lawson's notion that deregulation 
was the key to productivity growth 
but broadly agreed with his view 
of the role of the two halves of 
economic policy. Indeed, Brown 
had handed control of interest rates 
to the Bank of England in 1997 for 
this very reason. 

But the new orthodoxy only 
lasted for as long as the economy 
stayed out of serious trouble. In 
the financial crisis and to an even 
greater extent during the pandemic 
demand management came back 
into fashion. Under Sunak big- 
picture macroeconomic policy has 
all been about jobs and growth. 
The supply-side stuff has taken 
a back seat because the past two 
years have been dominated by 
crisis management and damage 
limitation. 

In the circumstances, Sunak 
had no choice but to turn the 
Lawson-Brown orthodoxy on its 


Itis because he was 
prepared to run the 
biggest peacetime 
budget deficit in history 
to save jobs that the 
chancellor is so popular 


head. His strategy was costly and 
unavoidable, and up to a point it 
has worked. Furloughing workers 
prevented a repeat of the mass, 
long-term unemployment that left 
such deep scars in the 1980. 

The upshot has been a much 
bigger role for the state in the 
economy, a development that has 
been good for Sunak politically. It is 
because he was prepared to run the 
biggest peacetime budget deficit 
in history to save jobs that the 
chancellor is so popular. 

All of which will make the Mais 
lecture timely and fascinating. 
Sunak is supposed to be a small- 
state, low-tax Conservative who 
just happens to be in charge of the 
economy when taxes as a share of 
national output are on course to be 
the highest since Labour's Hugh 
Gaitskell was doing the job in the 
early 1950. 

Doubtless there will be the 
usual talk of how it is important 
to knock the public finances back 
into shape, yet that would be the 
message from any chancellor in the 
current circumstances. But Sunak 
will also note the importance of the 
state in supporting the economy 
over the past two years, arguing 
that as things return to normal the 
respective strengths of government 
and the market can be harnessed to 
stimulate innovation and improve 
Britain's poor productivity record. 

The emphasis on productivity 
makes sense because - as the 
National Institute of Economic and 
Social Research thinktank points 
out - the pandemic has made a 
poor record worse. Itnotes one of 
the hidden costs of Covid-19: as a 
result of missed schooling children 
from disadvantaged backgrounds 
have fallen even further behind 
their more fortunate peers. 

The long-term effects will be an 
underskilled workforce and lower 
productivity and a cost per pupil 
in lost lifetime earnings of up to 
£22,000. 

The report has some strong 
things to say about the deficiencies 
of economic policy: it is 
overcentralised and short-termist; 
industrial policy is too hands-off; 
investment in early years learning 
needs to return to the levels under 
Brown's government. 

Itis the goal of all chancellors 
to make the economy more 
productive. Before the 2010 
election George Osborne used his 
Mais lecture to call for an economic 
model that did away with a reliance 
on unsustainable and private debt. 
The wait for this game-changing 
model goes on, which is why 
Thursday is the time for the real 
Rishi Sunak to stand up. 
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No comparison 


Financial 


What price Sergei 


or Gio when switching doesn't pay? 


Jenn Selby 


ergei the meerkat 

and his operaticrival 

Gio Compario put 

comparison websites 

atthe heart of many 

people's buying 
decisions, but soaring energy prices 
and new rules on insurance sales 
mean challenging times for the 
businesses they advertise. 

While consumers are keener 
than ever to cut bills, the websites 
find themselves without deals to 
offer on energy because suppliers 
are not offering cheap tariffs. 


Sites earn commission from 
providers when customers switch 
to them, thought to be about £30 
for some energy contracts and 
£40-50 for insurance policies. 

On Thursday, one ofthe biggest, 
MoneySupermarket, reported a 
25% fallin profits last year, and 
said revenues from home services, 
including energy, were down 34%. 
Itwas expecting zero revenue from 
energy business this year. 

GoCompare, one rival, said 
2021 Was a “year like no other” in 
the energy market. It paused that 
strand ofits comparison service 
in September. “At the moment, 
there aren't any competitive deals 
available for people to compare 


but we are hopeful that we can 
offer this service again in the near 
future and get back to helping our 
customers save money on their 
energy bills” a spokesperson said. 

In October, USwitch advised 
customers to “stay put” with their 
current providers until further 
notice. “It's something we never 
thought we'd say” the company 
said at the time. 

Comparison sites also face the 
challenge of new rules banning 
loyalty penalties on home and 
motor insurance. Regulations set 
by the Financial Conduct Authority 
came into effect on 1 January, 
stating that anyone renewing their 
policy with an existing provider 


4 Aleksandr 
Orlov and Sergei 
the meerkat, 
Money Calm 
Bull (with 
Godzilla), 
Affect/Effect's 
guitarist at 
Confused. 

com and Gio 
Compario are all 
having to adapt 


PHOTOGRAPHS: 
COMPARETHEMARKET; 
MONEYSUPERMARKET; 
CONFUSED.COM; 
GOCOMPARE 


'“They've had 
huge success, 
but canthey 
help us buy 
timein our 
increasingly 
busy and 


costly lives?' 


Danni 
Hewson 
Analyst, AJ Bell 


should pay no more than a new 
customer. Prices for customers who 
switch regularly have gone up. 

When the rules were announced, 
shares in Moneysupermarket and 
GoCompare's parent company fell, 
and experts suggested the incentive 
to shop around for insurance would 
reduce once the changes bedded in. 

Rising interest rates also mean 
the disappearance of some of the 
best deals on loans and mortgages. 

Danni Hewson, financial analyst 
at AJ Bell, said the companies 
needed to evolve. “They have 
enjoyed huge success because 
they've become an essential tool 
but can that tool do more to help us 
buy time in our increasingly busy 
and costly lives?” she asked. 

One way would beto focus on 
areas where consumers can still 
save money. “Many people are 
desperate to get away, but our 
collective confidence has been 
knocked by changing restrictions 
during Covid and many people will 
be hunting out protection before 


they even start looking for their 
holidays” Hewson said. “Travelis 
expected to be a big money-maker 
for price comparison sites this year, 
along with broadband business 
which has become increasingly 
important as our homes become 
more and more connected” 

MoneySupermarket has already 
laid out plans to recoup its losses 
- including prompting customers 
when savings are possible. 

“While it's true that wholesale 
energy prices mean there are 
no competitive energy deals for 
consumers to switch to for now, 
there are numerous other ways 
we help consumers save on their 
household bills” a spokesperson 
said. “In recent months, we are 
seeing much more switching on 
borrowing and banking products, 
as well as travel insurance. So the 
ways consumers can save with us 
is increasing, and we are investing 
in our site and systems to make it 
easier to do so? 

It would be adding car insurance 
to the Martin Lewis website 
MoneySavingExpert, which it 
owns, and recently bought the 
cashback site Quidco, which offers 
a range of savings. 

USwitch also said there were 
still savings available. “Mobile 
and broadband customers who are 
out of contract will likely be able 
to find a better deal elsewhere?” a 
spokesperson said. “A quarter of 
people are estimated to have let 
their broadband lapse, meaning 
that millions of consumers are 
missing out on the best deals and 
overpaying? It advised customers 
to haggle with current providers for 
a better deal before turning to the 
site for a switch. 

Ultimately, the energy price 
challenge will end and the 
switching market willrecover, 
experts said. For Giles Thorne, 
financial analyst at the Jeffries 
Group, the lack of cheap energy 
tariffs was a “temporary rather than 
a structural phenomena”. 

And Danni Hewson said: 
“Consumers and companies alike 
won't cope if tariffs stay elevated 
in the long term ... We want control 
and we want choice and just being 
able to compare one product with 
another can help us understand 
what it is we really need and what 
we are prepared to pay for” 
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As Keane stays on 


sidelines, Duff takes 


his first bold step 


into management 


tar 
A Damien Duff said he 
was terrified to take on 
the head coach role at 
the League of Ireland 
side Shelbourne 


TOM MAHER/INPHO/ 
SHUTTERSTOCK 


owards the end of last week, as a 
certain high-profile Sky Sports pundit 
insisted it was “no big deal” that he 
had not returned to Sunderland to 
resume a management career that 
has been on the backburner for over a 
decade, one of his former international 
teammates took charge of his first 
senior game. A big story in his native Ireland, it flew 
largely under the radar elsewhere. 

Eight years after he drew the curtain on his career in 
English football, Damien Duff might have questioned 
the wisdom oftaking on the manager's role at the 
League of Ireland side Shelbourne as he strode down 
the “wrong” side ofa touchline he patrolled with such 
distinction as a player for Blackburn Rovers, Chelsea, 
Newcastle United and Fulham. He began his new life as 
a gaffer on a filthy Friday night in the Dublin suburb of 
Drumcondra, where Tolka Park was taking a pounding 
from the wind and rain. 

For Duff, this maiden foray into management 
constituted an extremely big deal, the 42-year-old 
having openly admitted he was terrified by the 
prospect of taking over a famous old Dublin club that 
has in recent years fallen upon hard times. 

“Am Iscared? Absolutely” he'd told reporters 
at his unveiling in early November. “Do Ifeel 
uncomfortable? Absolutely. Going into the Shels 
first-team role, is it goingto be easy? No. Isit going 
to be comfortable? No. But it is going to give me 24/7 
focus which is what Ineed. When have an idle mind, 
like most people, it is not good for you?” 

A two-time Premier League champion who 


represented his country 100 times in a playing career 
bookended by spells at Shelbourne's great Dublin rivals 
Shamrock Rovers, Duff had been keeping his mind 
ticking over since retirementin a variety of coaching 
roles. There were stints working behind the scenes 

at Celtic and the Republic of Ireland, as well as jobs 
whipping into shape underage sides at Rovers and his 
current club Shels. 

Notliterally whipping, although he found himself 
in a minor spot of bother some years ago when some 
ofthe parents of his charges at Rovers took exception 
to the gruelling nature ofa training regime which 
subjected their children to 6.30am starts and double 
sessions up to five times a week. “I get slaughtered, but 
that's a dinosaur mentality” Duff said when the issue 
was raised during an appearance as a punditon RTE. 
“You have to train five times a week” More pertinently, 
the kids didn't mind. 

While Duffºs pedigree as a player should go a long 
way towards convincing his adult charges, many of 
them part-timers supplementing their incomes with 
second jobs, to buy into the kind of work ethic that 
might make even a taskmaster as notorious as Marcelo 
Bielsa blanche, the club they represent will be unable 
to afford the kind of back room personnel and recovery 
aids all English Premier League clubs take for granted. 

Only a few days ago, Duff revealed his managerial 
duties have stretched to finding accommodation and 
part-time work for his many new recruits, while taking 
others to hospital in his car for scans. “Ihaven't had 
one day where it's been a clear easy ride?” he said more 
than three months after taking the job. “There's always 
been some shit to deal with. More often than not, more 
than one piece of shit” 

A household name working in a league where most 
players and managers habitually go unrecognised by 
the wider public outside their own front doors, Duffis 
working on an extremely tight budget at a club that was 
once a powerhouse of Irish football but has spent much 
of the past decade yo-yoing in and out ofthe League 
of Irelandºs top flight. On a two-year contract, his 
immediate priority is keeping them in the Irish Premier 
League, even ifhe has already conceded “Shels will 
lose an awful lot of games” this season. Their first 
reverse, a 3-0 defeat at home to St Patrick's Athleticin 
front ofa capacity 4,100 crowd, is already on the board. 

A deep thinker and perfectionist who demands the 

highest possible standards from his 

players on and offthe pitch, Duff 

originally turned down the Shels job, 

because at the time he was offered it 

he was enjoying life on holiday with 

his family in the south of France and 

the thought ofall the hassle it might 

entail simply did not appeal. Given 

a couple of days to mull over his 

decision, he soon changed his mind. 

Despite being financially secure 

after a playing career in which 

he earned tens of millions, he 

felt compelled to demonstrate 

the courage of convictions - the 
importance ofbravery and stepping out of one's 
comfort zone - he was preaching to his own two 
children and the under-17s he was coaching at 
Shelbourne each day. “Iam bottom ofthe tree” he told 
reporters. “am not the best manager in the league. I 
have an awfullot to prove. In my first session with the 
Shelbourne first team I will probably be using bits from 
José Mourinho from 20 years ago. I willnever change. 
Iam still energetic, emotional. The players willsoon 
learn that Inever try being anything I am not? 

While learning the gospel of José from 20 years ago 
is likely to be more beneficial to Shelbournes players 
than any teachings the Portuguese has espoused in 
recent years, Duff has insisted that “if there's a bottle 
out of place, Im not going to say Ive had enough of 
Shelbourne Football Club”. This suggests he might 
also have absorbed a nugget or two regarding the kind 
of managerial missteps he ought not to take from his 
former international skipper Roy Keane. 


Today 


Rugby league 
Betfred Championship 
Dewsbury v Widnes (7.45pm) PS1 


Tennis 

ATP Chile Open 

Santiago (to Sun) 

ATP Dubai Championships 
UAE (to Sat) 

ATP Mexican Open 
Acapulco (to Sat) 

WTA Abierto de Guadalajara 
Guadalajara, Mexico (to Sun) 
WTA Qatar Total Open 
Doha (to Sat) 


Cricket 

Fourth Women's ODI 
New Zealand v India, 
Queenstown (10pm) BTS2 


Snooker 
European Masters 
Milton Keynes (to Sun) 


Racing 
Carlisle, Lingfield, Newcastle 


Tomorrow 


Football (7.45pm unless stated) 
Uefa Champions League 

Last 16: First leg 

Chelsea v Lille (8pm) BTS2; 
Villarreal v Juventus (8pm) BTS3 
Sky Bet Championship 

Bristol City v Coventry; Hullv 
Barnsley; Middlesbrough v West 
Brom; Preston v Nottingham Forest; 
Reading v Birmingham (8pm); 
Swansea v Bournemouth SSAr 

Sky Bet League One 

Bolton v Lincoln City (8pm); 
Cambridge Utd v Plymouth; Charlton 
v MK Dons; Crewe v Oxford Utd; 
Doncaster v Accrington Stanley; 
Fleetwood v Sheffield Wed; 
Gillingham v AFC Wimbledon; 
pswich v Cheltenham; Rotherham v 
Morecambe; Shrewsbury v 
Portsmouth; Sunderland v Burton 
Albion; Wycombe v Wigan 

Sky Bet League Two 

Bradford v Harrogate; Colchester v 
Hartlepool; Leyton Orient v 

Bristol Rovers; Rochdale v Port Vale; 
Scunthorpe v Northampton; 
Swindon v Walsall 

Vanarama National League 
Aldershot v Dover; Barnet v King's 
Lynn; Chesterfield v Wrexham; 

Dag & Red v Woking; Eastleigh v 
Southend; Maidenhead Utd v Yeovil; 
Notts County v Halifax; 

Solihull Moors v Wealdstone; 
orquay v Boreham Wood; 
Weymouth v Bromley 

Cinch Scottish Championship 
Partick v Morton 

Cinch Scottish League One 

Falkirk v Peterhead 

Cinch Scottish League Two 

Kelty Hearts v Cowdenbeath 


Racing 
Market Rasen, Southwell, Taunton 


Wednesday 


Football (7.45pm unless stated) 
Uefa Champions League 

Last 16: First leg Atlético Madrid v 
Manchester Utd (8pm) BTS2; 
Benfica v Ajax (8pm) BTS3 
Premier League 

Burnley v Tottenham (7.30pm); 
Liverpoolv Leeds; Watford v Crystal 
Palace (7.30pm) 

Sky Bet Championship 

Derby v Millwall; Fulham v 
Peterborough; Huddersfield v 
Cardiff; OPR v Blackpool; Sheffield 
Utd v Blackburn; Stoke v Luton 
Cinch Scottish Premiership 
Dundee v St Mirren 

Women's Arnold Clark Cup 
England v Germany (7.30pm) ITV4; 
Spain v Canada (2.30pm) ITV4 
Cricket 

First ODI 

Bangladesh v Afghanistan, 

Mirpur (Sam) 

Fifth Women's ODI 

New Zealand v India, 

Queenstown (10pm) 

Racing 

Doncaster, Kempton Park, Ludlow, 
Newcastle 


Thursday 


Football (7.45pm unless stated) 
Uefa Europa League 

Knockout play-offs: Second leg 
Braga (0) v Sheriff (2) (8pm); 
Dinamo Zagreb (1) v Sevilla (3) 
(5.45pm); Lazio (1) v Porto (2) 
(5.45pm); Napoli (1) v Barcelona (1) 
(8pm) BTESPN; Olympiakos (1) v 
Atalanta (2) (5.45pm); Rangers (4) v 
Borussia Dortmund (2) (8pm) BTS2; 
Real Betis (3) v Zenit St Petersburg (2) 
(8pm); Real Sociedad (2) v 

RB Leipzig (2) (5.45pm) 

Uefa Europa Conference League 
Preliminary knockout play-offs: 
Second leg Bodo/Glimt (3) v Celtic (1) 
(5.45pm) BTESPN; Karabakh (1) v 
Marseille (3) (5.45pm); Maccabi 
Tel-Aviv (0) v PSV Eindhoven (1) 
(5.45pm); Paok (0) v Midtiylland (1) 
(8pm); Partizan Belgrade (1) v Sparta 
Prague (0) (5.45pm); Randers (1) v 
Leicester (4) (5.45pm) BTS3; Slavia 
Prague (3) v Fenerbahce (2) (8pm); 
Vitesse (1) v Rapid Vienna (2) (8pm) 
Premier League 

Arsenalv Wolves Prime 

Rugby league 

Betfred Super League 

Leeds v Catalans Dragons (8pm); 
Wigan v Huddersfield (8pm) 

Cricket 

Second Test (first day of five) 

New Zealand v South Africa, 
Christchurch (10pm) 

First T20 international 

India v Sri Lanka, Lucknow (1.30pm) 
Golf 

Honda Classic 

Palm Beach, US (to Sun) 

Racing 

Huntingdon, Newcastle, Sedgefield, 
Southwell 


Football (7.45pm unless stated) 
Premier League 

Southampton v Norwich (8pm) SSME 
Cinch Scottish Championship 
Hamilton v Inverness CT BBCi 
Cinch Scottish League Two 
Edinburgh City v Cowdenbeath 
Rugby union 

Gallagher Premiership 

Bristol v Wasps (7.45pm); Sale v 
London Irish (7.45pm); Worcester 
Warriors v Harlequins (7.45pm) 
United Championship 

Leinster v Lions (7.35pm); Zebre v 
Bulls (5.30pm) 

Rugby league 

Betfred Super League 

HulLKR v Castleford (8pm); St Helens 
v Wakefield (8pm) 

Cricket 

Second ODI 

Bangladesh v Afghanistan, 

Mirpur (Sam) 

Racing 

Exeter, Lingfield, Warwick, 
Wolverhampton 


Saturday 


Football (3pm unless stated) 
Premier League 

Brentford v Newcastle; Brighton v 
Aston Villa; Crystal Palace v Burnley; 
Everton v Manchester City (5.30pm) 
SSME; Leeds v Tottenham (12.30pm) 
BTS1; Manchester Utd v Watford 

Sky Bet Championship 
Bournemouth v Stoke; Barnsley v 
Middlesbrough; Birmingham v 
Huddersfield; Blackburn v OPR 
(12.30pm) SSF; Blackpoolv Reading; 
Cardiff v Fulham; Coventry v Preston; 
Luton v Derby; Millwallv Sheffield 
Utd; Nottingham Forest v Bristol City; 
Peterborough v Hull 

Sky Bet League One 

AFC Wimbledon v Doncaster; 
Accrington Stanley v Wycombe; 
Burton Albion v Shrewsbury; 
Cheltenham v Crewe; Lincoln City v 
Gillingham; MK Dons v Bolton; 
Morecambe v Ipswich; Oxford Utd v 
Cambridge Utd; Plymouth v Rotherham; 
Portsmouth v Fleetwood; Sheffield 
Wed v Charlton; Wigan v Sunderland 
Sky Bet League Two 

Barrow v Harrogate; Bradford City v 
Mansfield; Bristol Rovers v Exeter; 
Colchester v Oldham; Crawley v Forest 
Green; Leyton Orient v Carlisle; Newport 


Fran Kirby may 

have a key roleto 
play for England 
against Germany 


County v Tranmere; Port Vale v 
Stevenage; Rochdale v Northampton; 
Sutton Utd v Scunthorpe; Swindon v 
Salford City; Walsallv Hartlepool 
Vanarama National League 
Altrincham v Dag & Red; Boreham 
Wood v Eastleigh; Chesterfield v 
Yeovil (5.20pm) BTS1; Dover v Grimsby; 
Halifax v Barnet; King's Lynn v 
Maidenhead Utd; Southend v Solihull 
Moors; Stockport County v Weymouth; 
Wealdstone v Torquay; Woking v 
Notts County; Wrexham v Aldershot 
Cinch Scottish Premiership 
Aberdeen v Dundee Utd; Dundee v 
Livingston; Ross County v St 
Johnstone; St Mirren v Hearts 

Cinch Scottish Championship 

Ayr v Queen of the South; 
Dunfermline v Kilmarnock; Morton v 
Arbroath; Raith v Partick 

inch Scottish League One 
Airdrieonians v Clyde; Alloa v Cove 
Rangers; Falkirk v East Fife; 
Peterhead v Dumbarton; Queen's 
Park v Montrose 

Cinch Scottish League Two 

Elgin v Stirling Albion; Kelty Hearts v 
Annan Athletic; Stenhousemuir v 
Forfar; Stranraer v Albion Rovers 
Rugby union 

Guinness Six Nations 

England v Wales (4.45pm); Scotland 
v France (2.15pm) 

Gallagher Premiership 

Leicester v Gloucester (3pm); 
Newcastle v Bath (3pm) 

United Championship 

Benetton Treviso v Sharks (3.05pm); 
Connacht v Stormers (1pm) 

RFU Championship 

Coventry v London Scottish (3pm); 
Ealing v Doncaster (3pm); Hartpury v 
Ampthill (2.30pm) 

Women's Allianz Premier 15s 
Darlington MP v Harlequins (2pm); 
Exeter v Worcester (2pm); 
Loughborough v Gloucester- 
Hartpury (2pm); Sale v Wasps (3pm) 
Rugby league 

Betfred Super League 

Hull FC v Salford (3pm); Toulouse v 
Warrington (5pm) 

Betfred Challenge Cup 

Fourth round Batley v Royal Navy 
(1pm); Doncaster v Whitehaven 
(2pm); Halifax v Featherstone (3pm); 
Hunslet Parkside v Sheffield (tbc); 
London Broncos v Bradford (3pm); 
North Wales v Hunslet (2.30pm); 
Rochdale v Barrow (3pm); 
Workington v Dewsbury (2pm); York 
v Newcastle (3pm) 

Cricket 

Second T20 international 

India v Sri Lanka, Dharamsala (1.30pm) 
Racing 

Chelmsford, Chepstow, Kempton 
Park, Lingfield, Newcastle 


Football 

Carabao EFL Cup 

Final 

Chelsea v Liverpool (4.30pm) SSME 
Premier League 

West Ham v Wolves (2pm) SSME 
Cinch Scottish Premiership 
Hibernian v Celtic (midday) SSME; 
Rangers v Motherwell (3pm) 
Scottish Lowland League 

Celtic B v Stirling University 
Women's FA Cup 

Fifth round Charlton v Everton 
(1pm); Durham v Birmingham (2pm); 
Ipswich v Southampton (2pm); 
Liverpoolv Arsenal (midday); 
Manchester Utd v Manchester City 
(2pm) BBC2; Reading v West Ham 
(2pm); West Brom v Coventry (2pm) 
FA Women's Championship 
London City v Bristol City (2pm) 
Rugby union 

Guinness Six Nations 

Ireland v Italy (3pm) 

Gallagher Premiership 
Northampton v Exeter (1pm) 

RFU Championship 

Cornish Pirates v Jersey (2pm); 
Nottingham v Bedford (3pm) 
Women's Allianz Premier 15s 
Bristol v Saracens (2.30pm) 
Cricket 

Third T20 international 

India v Sri Lanka, Dharamsala (1.30pm) 
Racing 

Fontwell Park, Hereford 


Football results 


The Guardian Monday 21 February 2022 


Premier League 
Home Away 

PIW DL FALW DL F A | GD| Pts| Nextthreegames 
1 Manchester City 26/10 1 2 36 9/10 2 1 27 8/]+46| 63 | Everton(a) 26/02, Man Utd (h) 06/03, Crystal Palace (a) 14/03 
2 Liverpool 2519 3 030 7]8 3 234 13/+44]| 57| Leeds(h)23/02, West Ham (h) 05/03, Brighton (a) 12/03 
3 Chelsea 2516 5 127 10]8 3 222 8/+31]| 50 | Burnley(a)05/03, Newcastle (h) 13/03, Norwich (a) 19/03 
4 Manchester United 26 | 7 2 4 21 16| 6 5 2 23 18/+10 | 46 | Watford (h) 26/02, Man City (a) 06/03, Tottenham (h) 12/03 
5 West Ham 261 6 3 4 24 19] 6 3 4 21 15 /+11 | 42 | Wolves (h) 27/02, Liverpool (a) 05/03, Aston Villa (h) 13/3 
6 Arsenal 23 82220 9/5 15 6 17 /+10 | 42 | Wolves (h) 24/02, Watford (a) 06/03, Leicester (h) 13/03 
7 Wolves 24/15 2 5 O 10] 7 2 3 3 8 | +5 | 40 | Arsenal (a) 24/02, West Ham (a) 27/02, Crystal Palace (h) 05/03 
8 Tottenham 23/71 4 18 15|5 2 4 13 16 0 | 39 | Burnley (a) 23/02, Leeds (a) 26/02, Everton (h) 07/03 
9 Brighton 25 3 5 4 10 14] 4 72 5 14 -3 | 33 | Aston Villa (h) 26/02, Newcastle (a) 05/03, Liverpool (h) 12/03 
O Southampton 25 4 71 6 10/3 4 6 6 27 -5 | 32 | Norwich (h) 25/02, Aston Villa (a) 05/03, Newcastle (h) 10/03 
1 Leicester 23/15 3 4 21 18|2 3 6 16 25 -6 | 27 | Burnley (a) 01/03, Leeds (h) 05/03, Arsenal (a) 13/03 
2 Aston Villa 24/4 3 5 20 20]/4 0 8 1.17 -6 | 27 | Brighton (a) 26/02, Southampton (h) 05/03, Leeds (a) 10/03 
3 Crystal Palace 25 4 5 4 21 16 1 6 5 1 20 -4 | 26 | Watford (a) 23/02, Burnley (h) 26/02, Wolves (a) 05/03 
4 Brentford 26 | 4 2 7 4 17 2 4 7 3 25 |-15 | 24 | Newcastle (h) 26/02, Norwich (a) 05/03, Burnley (h) 12/03 
5 Leeds 24/13 4 5 5 21 2 4 6 14 29/-21| 23 | Liverpool(a) 23/02, Tottenham (h) 26/02, Leicester (a) 05/03 
6 Everton 23 e 83-17 1 3 8 10 23/-12 | 22 | ManCity(h) 26/02, Tottenham (a) 07/03, Wolves (h) 13/03 
7 Newcastle 24/3 6 4 18 24 1 4 6 38 21/-19| 22 | Brentford(a) 26/02, Brighton (h) 05/03, Southampton (a) 10/03 
18 Watford DA DIS 3 2 7 13 16 |-19| 18 | Crystal Palace (h) 23/02, Man Utd (a) 26/02, Arsenal (h) 06/03 
19 Burnley 22 o dg 9 10 db io no abit ale; -9 | 17 | Tottenham (h) 23/02, Crystal Palace (a) 26/02, Leicester (h) 01/03 
20 Norwich 2s De q jo 2 2 2 8 7 28|-38| 17 | Southampton (a)25/02, Brentford (h) 05/03, Leeds (a) 13/03 


LIGUE 1 SERIE A JUPILER LEAGUE 
(top11) PW DL FÃAGDPts: (topll) PW DL FÃAGDPts: (topfive) PW DL FÃAGDPts 
Paris St-Germain 25 18 5 2 53 22 +31 59 Milan 26 17 5 4 52 28 +24 56 Union St-Gilloise 28 20 3 5 62 22 +40 63 
Marseille 24013 7 4/38) 21 +17) 46 nter 25) 16) 6 3/55 22 +33 54 Club Brugge 28 15 9) 452 33 19/54 
Nice 25 14 4 7 37 21 +16 45 Napoli 25) 16) 15) 4/46) 17429053 Royal Antwerp 28 16) 5) 48 30 n18053 
Strasbourg 25) 12) 6 7 48 31 417 42 Juventus 26/19/85 38 23/ +15 47 Anderlecht 28) 14) 9715160) 32 28051 
Rennes 25 12 4 9 47 23 +14 40 Atalanta 25 12 8 5 46 30 +16 44 Mechelen 27 14 3 10 48 46 +2 45 
Monaco 25 10 8 7 38 27 *11.38 Lazio Psico 2 sopros Anderlecht 2 Genk 0; Cercle Brugge 2 Beerschot 0; Eupen 1 
Nantes 25 11 5 9 34 29 +5 38 Fiorentina 25 13 3 9 44 34 +10 42 Club Brugge 3; Kortrijk 5 Zulte Waregem 0; Oostende 1 
Lyon 25 10 9 6 34 31 +3 38 Roma 26 12 5 9 44 34 +10 41 Standard Liége 0; Royal Antwerp 1 Mechelen 2; Sporting 
Montpellier 25 11 4 10 39 34 +5 37 ; Verona 26 10 7 94942 47 37 a e a 
Lens 25 10 7 8 40 36 +4 37 Torino 25 9 6 10 32 26 +6 33 
Lille 25 9 9 73235-336 Sassuolo 26 8 9 9 43 44 133 EREDIVISIE 
Bordeaux 1 Monaco 1; Lens 1 Lyon 1; Lorient O Montpellier 1; Fiorentina 1 Atalanta O; Internazionale O Sassuolo 2; (top five) PW D E F A GD Pts 
Marseille L Clermont L; Nantes 3 Paris St-Germain 1; Roma 2 Verona 2; Salernitana 2 Milan 2; Sampdoria 2 Ajax 22 SOB OO SEG 
Nice 1 Angers O; Reims 1 Brest 1; Rennes 4 Troyes 1; Empoli O; Udinese L Lazio L; Venezia 1 Genoa 1. F 
st-Etienne 2 Strasbourg 2. Friday Lille O Metz O. Friday Juventus 1 Torino L sa ã E E E E as E 
BUNDESLIGA LALIGA AZ Alkmaar 23 14 3 6 45 27 +18 45 
(top11) PW DL FÃAGDHPts (top11) PW DL FÃAGDPts Twente 23 12 6 5 36 29 +7 42 
Bayern Munich 25 BED O GEE REZA E Real Madrid 2 o do 2 Ei DO) RS AZ Alkmaar 2 Hercales Almelo 1; Feyenoord 3 Cambuur 1; 
Borussia Dortmund 23 16 1 6 63 36 +27 49 : Sevilla 25 14 9 2 37 17 +20 51 : PECZWolle 1 Groningen 1; NEC Nijmegen 1 RKC Waalwijk 1; 
BayerLeverkusen 23 12 5 6 60 39 *21 41 : RealBetis SR ARS ORAÇÃO E unter nn 
Hoffenheim 23 11 4 8 45 35 +10 37 ; Barcelona 24 11 9 4 42 28 +14 42 : Friday Fortuna Sittard P Sparta Rotterdam P. 
RB Leipzig 230 11 04 849 28 42137 Atlético Madrid 25 12 6 7 45 34 +11 42 
Freiburg 283/10) 636 264100037 Villarrea 25 10 9 6 42 24 +20 39 PRIMEIRA LIGA 
Cologne 23 9 8 6 3537 -2 35 Real Sociedad 23 10 8 5 24 21 +3 38 : (topfive) PW DL FÃAGDPts 
Mainz 23 10 4 9 34 26 +8 34 Athletic Bilbao 24 8 10 6 25 21 +4 34 Porto Ze do So (O Gm Neo co 
Union Berlin 23 9 7 72931 234 Osasuna 25 8 8 9 25 30 -5 32 Sporting Me dks O 2 alo dl GEN Us) 
EintrachtFrankfurt 23 8 7 8 33 35 -2 31 é Celtavigo 24 8 7 928 25 +3 31: Benfica 2) do Do 4 o MES 
Bochum 23 8 5 10 25 33 -8 29 Rayo Vallecano 24 9 4 11 28 29 131 Braga Cor ADÃO So So SS pis ás CAL 
Gil Vicente 29/1107 5 35 2441140 


Arminia Bielefeld 1 Union Berlin 0; Augsburg 1 Freiburg 2; 
Bayern Munich 4 Greuther Fiirth 1; Borussia Dortmund 6 
Borussia M'gladbach 0; Cologne 1 Eintracht Frankfurt O; 
Hertha Berlin 1 RB Leipzig 6; VfB Stuttgart 1 Bochum 1; 


Wolfsburg 1 Hoffenheim 2. Friday Mainz 3 Bayer Leverkusen 2. 


Scotland 


Rayo Vallecano 1. 


Athletic Bilbao L Real Sociedad L; Cádiz 1 Getafe 1; 
Espanyol 1 Sevilla 1; Granada 1 Villarreal 4; Osasuna O 

Atlético Madrid 3; Real Betis 2 Mallorca 1; Real Madrid 3 
Alavés 0; Valencia 1 Barcelona 4. Friday Elche 2 


Gil Vicente 2 Belenenses 0; Guimarães 1 Arouca 3; 
Marítimo O Famalicão 1; Moreirense L Porto L; 
Paços Ferreira 2 Vizela 1; Sporting 3 Estoril O; 
Tondela L Braga L. Friday Boavista 2 Benfica 2. 


Cove Rangers 2 Falkirk 0; Dumbarton 1 Alloa 2; 


East Fife 1 Queen's Park 1; Montrose 1 Clyde 1; 
Peterhead O Airdrieonians 1. 
CINCH LEAGUE TWO 

PW D L FÕÃA GD Pts 
Kelty Hearts ESG O RS ES 
Forfar 25 13 7 5 46 27 +19 46 
Annan Athletic 25 13 5 7 42 29 +13 44 
Edinburgh City 25/0100 6934 Bm 36 
Stenhousemuir 24 9 6 9 35 37 -2 33 
Stranraer 26 8 7 11 34 42 831 
Stirling Albion 24 7 6 11 29 33 4 27 
Albion Rovers 23 7 4 12 27 38 -11 25 
Elgin 26 6 7 13 24 40 -16 25 
Cowdenbeath 23 5 4 14 17 33 -16 19 


Annan Athletic 2 Edinburgh City 1; Cowdenbeath 2 Elgin O; 


orfar 1 Kelty Hearts 0; Stirling Albion P Albion Rovers P; 
Stranraer 1 Stenhousemuir 1. 


HIGHLAND LEAGUE 

Brechin City P Inverurie Loco Works P; Brora Rangers 2 
Wick Academy 2; Clachnacuddin P Formartine Utd P; 
Forres Mechanics P Buckie Thistle P; Fort William P 
Strathspey Thistle P; Keith P Deveronvale P; 
Lossiemouth 1 Fraserburgh 3; Nairn County P Huntly P; 
urriff Utd P Rothes P. 

Leading standings: 1 Fraserburgh P23 Pts 61; 

2 Buckie Thistle 23-58; 3 Brora Rangers 24-56. 
LOWLAND LEAGUE 

Berwick 5 Stirling University 0; Bonnyrigg Rose 3 
Bo'ness Utd 0; Broomhill O East Stirlingshire 2; 
Cumbernauld Colts 2 Dalbeattie Star 4; Edinburgh 
University O Civil Service Strollers 2; Gala Fairydean 1 
Celtic B 2; Gretna 1 Rangers B 5; Spartans O East Kilbride 3; 
Vale of Leithen P Caledonian Braves P. 

Leading standings: 1 Bonnyrigg Rose P27 Pts 71; 


CINCH PREMIERSHIP LEADING GOALSCORERS 
PW D IB F A GD Pts League Total 
Celtic Pos comI7E+4s066 Morelos Rangers 11 17 
Rangers Ze SiS de 2 dio pa Rh (08) Furuhashi Celtic 8 16 
Hearts 27 12 7 8 36 29 + 43 : AbadaCeltic 9 14 
Hibernian 2 9 7/11 2830-234 ; goyceHearts E B 
Dundee Utd 27 9 71122028 634 
ita CINCH CHAMPIONSHIP 
Motherwell 27 9 7 11 28 40 -12 34 E cedo EA EDP 
rm s i E 5 E a E ç Arbroath 25 12 10 3 38 18 +20 46 
Dercecn Ss Ie a aa: Kilmamock 26 14 4 8 34 19 +15 46 
Roso Count ES Das do a 27: InvernessCT 26 10 9 7/34 25 49 39 
ã Raith 26 9 11 6 34 30 + 38 
St Johnstone EEE art EE RATE 
Bindes EO OO O - hamiton 26 7 9 10 28 40 -12 30 
Celtic (2)3 Dundee (1)2 Ayr 26 7 8 11 25 39 -14 29 
Giakoumakis 34 38 86 Mullen 26 TRES RECO PEDE CER 
Sweeney 60 
ES Dunfermline 25 4 11 10 24 40 “16 23 
teia a a oii QueenoftheSoui25 4 8 13 2540-1520 
Graham 29 Ayodele-Aribo 76 Hamilton 1 Morton 0; Inverness CT 1 Ayr 2; 
sã Kilmarnock 3 Raith 0; Queen of the South O Arbroath 0. 
Hil Friday Dunfermline P Partick P. 
Doyle-Hayes 50 78 CINCH LEAGUE ONE 
14,149 POW DL FÃAGDPIs 
Livingston (01 StMirren o, cen lili 
Endeisonios Kdltie 78 Airdrieonians 26 15 5 6 45 29 +16 50 
4,228 Montrose 26 11 11 4 41 25 +16 44 
aeonadE ra RÃ se Ui qu PES RR Queen's Park 25 7/15 3 39 25 +14 36 
Motherwell (0)1 Aberdeen (D1 Falkirk 25 9 5 11 36 38 -2 32 
O'Hara 68 Besuijen 34 Clyde 26 7 10 931 43-12 31 
5,171 Alloa 26 7 7 1233 44-11 28 
PS a ae resina fijy é Dumbarton 26 7 5 14 37 52 -15 26 
ohnstone earts 
Rd MNE Peterhead 24 6 6 1229 35 -6 24 
McCart 56 4,409 East Fife 26 4 7 15 25 52-27 19 


2 Celtic B 28-61; 3 Spartans 30-61. 
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Other results 


E Winter Olympics 
. . 
Sky Bet Championship Sky Bet League One Sky Bet League Two BOBSLEIGH 
4-man: 1 F Friedrich, T Mings, C Bauer, A Schiiller (Ger) 
3min 54.30sec; 2 J Lochner, F Bauer, C Weber, C Rasp (Ger) 
BISA IRIS PI ART ET Rad assim pida mad nraped | Qedfps PREPARE RICE pad as pera aparato | q ERES ELLE TRL SRS ESTE PEII CPR ARA ATA ag 3:54.67;3 J Kripps, R Sommer, C Stones, B Coakwell (Can) 
PW DL FÃAGDPts PW DL FÃAõGDPts POW D LF ÃAõGDMPts | 3:55.09. 
Fulham 31 19 7 5 79 28 +51 64 | Rotherham 32 21 6 5 58 19 +39 69 | ForestGreen 31 19 9 3 61 25 +36 66 | ALPINESKIING 
Bournemouth BON ends Donos Wigan 30/19/65 530285063 Tranmere SG s Cosa ps so Mixed team: Parallel big: 1 Austria; 2 Germany; 3 Norway 
Blackburn 32 15 9 8 45 33 +12 54 | MiltonkeynesDons33 17 9 7 53 35 +18 60 | Northampton 31 16 7 8 38 25 +13 55 | CROSS-COUNTRY SKIING 
OPR 32 15 8 9 47 37 +10 53 | OxfordUtd 33 16 8 9 60 41 +19 56 Exeter 30 14 11 5 45 30 +15 53 | Women:30kmmassstart: 1 T Johaug (Nor) Lhr 24min 
Huddersfield 33 14 11 8 42 35 +7 53 | Plymouth 31 16 8 7 54 36 +18 56 | Suttonutd 32 14 9 9 46 38 +8 51 | 54.0sec;2)Diggins (US) 1:26:37.3; 3 K Niskanen (Fin) 
Sheffield Utd 31 14 8 9 43 33 +10 50 | Wycombe 32 15 10 7 52 40 +12 55 | Mansfield 30 14 8 8 40 33 +7 50 | 1:27:273. 
Middlesbrough 31 14 7 10 39 31 +8 49 | Sunderland 33 16 7 10 57 46 +11 55 | Swindon 31 13 10 8 49 38 +11 49 | CURLING 
Luton 31 13 9 9 43 36 +7 48 | SheffWed 32 15 10 7 45 35 +10 55 | NewportCounty 32 13 10 9 50 42 +8 49 | Women: Gold medal game Great Britain 10 Japan 3 
Nottingham Forest 31 13 8 10 43 33 +10 47 | Ipswich 33 14 9 10 52 38 +14 51 Port Vale 29 12 9 8 42 30 +12 45 | FEHOCKEY 
Coventry 31 13 8 10 40 36 +4 47 | Bolton 33 14 6 13 52 44 +8 48 | SalfordCity 31 12 8 11 35 29 +6 44 | Mon. Goldmedal game Finland 2ROC1 
West Brom 32 12 10 10 34 28 +6 46 | Portsmouth 30 12 8 10 38 31 +7 44 | BristolRovers 30 12 8 10 42 39 +3 44 E 
Preston 33 11 12 10 37 38 -1 45 Burton Albion 33 122 714 41 44 3 43 Hartlepool 31 11 8 123139 -8 41 Rugby union 
Stoke 31 12 8 11 40 34 +6 44 | AccringtonStanley 32 12 7 13 41 49 -8 43 | BradfordCity 32 9 13 10 36 38 -2 40 | GALLAGHER PREMIERSHIP 
Millwall 31 11 10 10 33 33 O 43 | CambridgeUtd 32 10 11 11 42 45 -3 41 | Crawley 30 11 7 1237 41 -4 40 E PW DL F ABÃPts 
Blackpool 32 11 9 12 35 38 -3 42 | Cheltenham 32 9 13 10 43 54 -11 40 Harrogate 30 10 8 124748 138 tb E Ep : E ue o = a 
E E aracens 
Bristol City 33 11 7 15 44 59 -15 40 | Charlton 32 11 6 15 41 43 -2 39 | Walsall 3 9 814 3239 735] ins 16 “90 7 392 557 Da 
Swansea 31 10 8 13 32 43 -11 38 | LincolnCity 31 9 8 14 36 41 -5 35 Rochdale 29 713 93739 -2 34 | coucester 15 9 15392343 947 
Birmingham 33 9 10 14 39 51 -12 37 | Shrewsbury 32 8 10 14 28 33 -5 34 Leyton Orient 29 7 12 10 38 29 +9 33 | Exeter 16 9 0 7 339 296 9 45 
Cardiff 32 10 6 16 39 51 -12 36 | FleetwoodToun 31 7 11 13 44 53 -9 32 | Stevenage 33 7 12 14 30 50 -20 33 | Londonlrish 16 7 3 6 418 414 11 45 
Hull 33 9 7 17 27 37 -10 34 | AFCWimbledon 32 6 13 13 37 51 -14 31 | Barrow 31 7 10 14 3039 -9 31 mo E E : E: E ps E 
j E E E p 
Fade 32 9 5 18 39 62 -23 26 | Morecambe 32 7 9 16 43 61 -18 30 | Colchester 31 7 10 14 28 44 -16 31 | Non dE CRS O apar Ba Qd 
Derby 32 10 12 10 33 35 -2 21 | Gillingham 33 5 11 17 26 55 -29 26 | Oldham 30 7 8 15 30 46 -16 29 | pristol 15 5 010 327 407 8 28 
Peterborough 31 5 6 20 23 61 -38 21 | Doncaster 34 7 4 23 24 66 -42 25 | Carlisle 31 6 10 15 23 45 -22 28 | Newcastle 15 5 1 9 239 364 3 25 
Barnsley 31 3 8 20 19 46 -27 17 | Crewe 32 5 7 20 26 58 -32 22 | Scunthorpe 32 4 10 18 23 55 -32 22 | Worcester 16 4 111 302 540 7 25 
*Derby docked 2 1pts; **Reading docked Gpts Bath 16 2 0 14 271 478 5 15 
Ri : : x Bath 20 Leicester 24; Harlequins 29 Wasps 24; 
aa (-)P Millwall (JP pm ” (1)4 AFCWimbledon (0)0 Carlisle (0) 0 pi (1)3 London Irish 32 Saracens 30; Newcastle 14 Exeter 15; 
Aolávas 5 E le E Northampton 21 Sale 22. Friday Worcester 19 Bristol 14. 
E Charles 67, Bakayoko 87 14,537 4,345 Barry 57 UNITED CHAMPIONSHIP 
WeimannZ- O “GROKS90L DO danca Parei ada ao cavar Tato virando ||| aonpnia Snpados critico e ao BAGS pais tis ea nao D O Ulster 12: Gl 13 Benetton Treviso 3: 
Semenyo 68 Cambridge Utd (0)2 AccringtonStanley (O)0 | Exeter ()P Barrow (OP Dn RETA = e Da ; 
EEE R EE EE SRS ER SEE EEEEEESEEEEEEEESSREE: Smith 66 (match postponed due to adverse weather) Leins er. Ospreys ; ocartets onnac m 
Cardiff (0)1 Blackpool (D1 Hoolahan 90 560 | seeeeeacerenenenenenannemeeranenecaneneacenananeeecaces aces Friday Cardiff P Zebre P; Munster 34 Edinburgh 20. 
Bagan 49 Ekpiteta 11 SDS Sn aRo E dean rata ssa ERC nao cobagds Se ce seshtánia Forest Green (0)0 Walsall (11 RFU CHAMPIONSHIP 
19,025 Charlton (0)0 Oxford Utd (2)4 | 3,122 Miller 12 g E e um 
RR na qa sapo RE RR PR RE RP RR TE RR Taylor 21 28 cesiersranene antas ser esa at rea ca tab seis ondas das ssa séa seas Ampthill 13 Richmond 8; Bedford 12 Cornish Pirates 20; 
Coventry (0)1 Barnsley (0)0 14029 Baldock 54, Brannagan 83 Harrogate (-)JP Leyton Orient (JP Doncaster 11 Harpurty 10; Jersey 10 Ealing 22; London 
MO tm DO ai e pri earetisieos nais EP o cntressPenios UP (match postponeddiie fo adversewesther). Scottish 24 Nottingham 36. 
Derby (0)1 Peterborough (0)0 (match postponed due to a waterlogged pitch) Hartlepool (0)1 Sutton Utd (1)1 NATIONAL LEAGUE ONE 
Sibley 90 30251. CC | Sesnaaros ta nalmanisaai Poe Lda aniada o Renan seda abbbio gun danás Crawford 51 Kizzi 3 Eni ; 
Epa Earl a da SC D t (1)1 "Sheffield Wed (0) 3 5487 Birmingham Moseley P Plymouth P; Blackheath 12 
Fulham (0)1 Huddersfield 0)? | Gonneras ao Be inaO EE ND AD onbridge 16; Caldy 9 Cambridge 0; Darlington MP 42 
Decordova-Reid 83 Ward 31 ST pen nando + Beranino: NewportCounty (0)1 Mansfield (0)1 | Chimor 17; Leeds P Cinderford P; Old Elthamians P 
19,001 Holmes 43pen PRE ESPN RD 3 DR NR E Telford 82pen Pask 6809 aunton P; Rams 17 Bishop's Stortford 5; 
Luton UU OD WestBrom UU (0) ) Fleetwood ()P Lincoln City ()P 3,956 Sale FC 21 Rosslyn Park 17. 
Jerome 55 fmatch postponedde to aaierlosgedpitch) - jo, Northampton (1)3 Colchester (0)0 | NATIONAL LEAGUE TWO 
Campbell 83 Gillingham (0)0 Plymouth (0)2 Horsfall 16 North Blaydon 36 Bournville 14; Chester 30 
Preston UU 0O)2 Reading UU, (2) 3 Garrick 46 Hoskins 49 Loughborough Students 24; Fylde O Sedgley Park 38; 
Johnson 57 João 2 19 HulL FCP Huddersfield P; Hull lonians 15 Wharfedale 3; 
Archer 74 Swift 55 Luctonians 10 Rotherham 10; Sheffield P Tynedale P; 
12,817 Jackson 1, Burns 62 Hope 20 EU CD 
OPR SR E (o) do Hall TESS (1) 1 Celina 78 20,516 Keillor-Dunn 24 7,716 South Barnes 6 Bury St Edmunds 6; Barnstaple 6 Worthing 21; 
Chair 75 Forss 26 Shrewsbury ()P Morecambe ()P | Salford City (JP Crawley OP a RE ap an 
DO E jo Son ea? sidade E Sea recado? ebaldicads E Old Albanians 7 Clifton 52; Redruth 40 Westeliffo. 
Sheffield Utd 3)4 Swansea 0)0 Sunderland 0)1 MK Dons 0)2 Scunthorpe 1)1 Rochdale 0)2 E 
Gibbs-White 14 78 Stewart 59 Eisa 48 Onariase 13 Kelly 51 WOMENS ALHANZERENIER AS A RUR 
Ep SEE a O nro co fo at ng Saracens 13 12 0 1 496 199 9 57 
eitarp EIS RAEM URIA 5 CEA PU Wycombe (3)5 Cheltenham (1)5 Stevenage (0)0 Bristol Rovers (1)4 Bristol 14 11 O 3 421 186 10 54 
Stoke (1)2 Birmingham (1)2 | Obita2631 May3537181 Finley 36 Harlequins 14 10 O 4 457 226 10 50 
Campbell 25 52 James 12 Hanlan 33 Etete 66 E Anderson 50 Exeter 14 9 1 4 417 223 8 46 
23,502 Gardner 58 Vokes 68 69 5,574 H Anderson 54 Loughborough 14 8 0 6 350 276 9 41 
Ed reias e eecantas ind e stcniampninaã id Rea: js io 3,538 Collins 74 Wasps 47163422 949 
Bournemouth (-)P Nottingham Forest (JP Rotherham (0)1 Wigan (11 Tranmere | da (0)1 PortVale o (0) 1 ad pury a : o SA ss ae a 
(match postponed due to adverse weather) Rathbone 75 Humphrys 28 Hawkes 50 Proctor 90 S 
10.588 AGE ale 14 1 0 13 163 449 3 7 
j á DarlingtonMP | 14 O 0 14 46 978 0 O 
LEADING GOALSCORERS Es 6 LEADING GOALSCORERS eg El LEADING GOALSCORERS Leaque Total | Harlequins 40 Sale 8; Loughborough 28 Exeter 25; 
S. P Gloucester-Hartpury P; Wasps 6 Bristol 7; 
Mitrovic Fulham 3 31 | StocktonMorecambe 18 21 | Telford Newport County 2 2 | Worcester57 Daringtan MI? 
Brereton Diaz Blackburn 20 20 Stewart Sunderland 19 19 Stevens Forest Green 20 21 Rugbvl 
Solanke Bournemouth 19 20 | May Cheltenham 15 18 | Matt Forest Green 17 18 guy league 
Jakobsen Preston 12 16 | Smith Rotherham 16 18 Drinan Leyton Orient 10 13 BETFRED SUPER LEAGUE 
Weimann Bristol City 16 16 | Taylor Oxford Utd 16 18 | Jay Exeter 10 13 EE e 15 
Piroe Swansea 12 14 | Hardie Plymouth 12 15 | MeKirdy Swindon 12 E Re ae e 


Other football 


Barnet 2; Wealdstone 1 Wrexham 2; YeovilP Dag & Red P. 


WOMEN'S ARNOLD CLARK CUP 
Canada L Germany L; England O Spain O 


WOMEN'S PINATAR CUP 


Semi-finals Poland 1 Hungary 2; Wales O Belgium O 


(Belgium won 3-1 on pens) 


VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 


Friday Southend P Grimsby P. 


VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE NORTH 
Bradford PA P Farsley Celtic P; Chester 2 Hereford 3; 
Chorley P Boston Utd P; Curzon Ashton P Brackley P; Fylde P 
Telford P; Gateshead 2 Spennymoor Town 1; Gloucester 2 
Darlington 2; Guiseley P Blyth Spartans P; Kettering P York P; 


PW D LF AGDÃPis : igderminster Alfreton Town; Southport PLeamington P. 
StockportCounty 29 19 4 6 59 27 +32 61 Leading standings: 1 Gateshead P27 Pts60; 
Chesterfield 28 15 10 3 52 27 +25 55 2 Brackley26-57; 3 Kidderminster 25-53. 
BorehamWood 25 15 7 3 36 17 +19 52 : vVANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE SOUTH 
Halifax gás is lo do ano PAL O) Braintree Town 1 Hungerford Town 0; Chippenham 1 
Bromley E GS SA CE Sao Eastbourne Borough 1; Dartford 2 Bath City 0; Dorking 

F Wanderers 2 Chelmsford 0; Dulwich O St Albans 0; Hampton 
SolhuU Moo Sd ARO : o Richmond P Tonbridge Angels P: Havant & Waterlooville 4 
Wrexham 271 14 7 6 44 27 +17 49 : chpcrieet Utd 2; Hemel Hempstead 3 Concord Rangers 1; 
Notts County 26 14 6 6 49 29 +20 48 Maidstone Utd 2 Oxford City 1; Slough 2 Welling 1. 
Grimsby 28 14 4 10 42 29 +13 46 Leading standings: 1 Dorking Wanderers P27 Pts57; 

Dag & Red 27 13 3 11 49 37 +12 42 : 2MaidstoneUtd 26-54; 3 Dartford 26-50. 

Torquay 28 12 5 11 4 43 +1 41 WELSH CUP 

Southend 27 11 5 11 30 37 -7 38 Quarter-finals Bala Town 2 Aberystwyth Town 1; 

Yeovil 27 10 7 10 26 27 -1 37 Connah's Quay Nomads O Colwyn Bay 2; Penybont 3 
Eastleigh 28 9 6 13 28 41 -13 33 Taffs Well 2; The New Saints 2 Guilsfield O 

Woking 28 10 2 16 422 4 -2 32 JD CYMRU PREMIER LEAGUE 

Wealdstone 27 8 7 12 28 39 -11 31 Newtown O Cardiff Met O. 

Barnet 28 8 7 1334 55 -2131 DANSKE BANK IRISH PREMIERSHIP 

Aldershot 28 8 6 14 32 44 -12 30 Ballymena 3 Glenavon 3; Crusaders 2 Carrick 1; Linfield 1 
Altrincham 29 8 6 15 40 54 -14 30 Portadown 0; Warrenpoint P Coleraine P. 

E E Friday Dungannon Swifts P Cliftonville P; Larne 2 Glentoran 1. 
MaidenheadUtd 26 8 6 12 30 47 -17 30 : (o cingstandings: 1 Linfield P28 Pts59; 2 Glentoran 28-59; 
Weymouth Zoe im os Ss 3 Cliftonville 27-55. 

King's Lynn 26) 4) 3/19 2451-2715 
Dover ST A GO AIRTRICITY IRISH PREMIER DIVISION 


Altrincham P Weymouth P; Chesterfield 2 Solihull Moors 3; 


Halifax P Dover P; King's Lynn P Bromley P; 


Maidenhead Utd 2 Boreham Wood 0; Notts County 2 
Eastleigh 0; Stockport County 1 Woking O; Torquay 2 


Sligo P Bohemians P. Friday Dundalk 2 Derry City 2; 
Finn Harps P Drogheda P; Shamrock Rovers 3 UCD 0; 


Shelbourne O St Patri 


ick's 3. 


Leading standings: 1 Shamrock Rovers P1 Pts3; 
2 St Patricks Athletic 1-3; 3 Derry City 1-1. 


ISTHMIAN PREMIER DIVISION 


Bishop's Stortford P Worthing P; Bognor Regis Town P 
Cheshunt P; Brightlingsea Regent P Folkestone Invicta P; 
Carshalton Ath 2 Wingate & Finchley 0; Cray Wanderers P 
Haringey Borough P; Enfield Town P Leatherhead P; 
Hornchurch 6 East Thurrock Utd O; Kingstonian P 


Bowers & Pitsea P; Lewes P Margate P; Merstham P 


Corinthian Casuals P; Potters Bar Town P Horsham P. 
Leading standings: 1 Worthing P30 Pts67; 


2 Bishop's Stortford 31-61; 3 Enfield Town 31-59. 


NORTHERN PREMIER DIVISION 


Ashton Utd P Atherton Collieries P; Bamber Bridge P 
Mickleover P; Basford Utd P Warrington Town P; Buxton 1 
Gainsborough Trinity 0; Lancaster City P South Shields P; 
Matlock Town P Radcliffe P; Morpeth Town 2 Hyde Utd 2; 
Nantwich Town P Grantham Town P; Scarborough Athletic 2 
FC United 2; Stalybridge Celtic P Whitby Town P; 
Witton Albion P Stafford Rangers P. 

Leading standings: 1 Buxton P31 Pts59; 2 Matlock Town 
29-58; 3 South Shields 29-57. 


SOUTHERN PREMIER DIVISION 


Central Barwell 1 Alvechurch 1; Biggleswade Town P 
Rushden & Diamonds P; Coalville Town P Royston Town P; 
Hednesford Town P St Ives Town P; Leiston P Tamworth P; 
Lowestoft Town P Stourbridge P; Nuneaton Borough P 
Redditch Utd P; Peterborough Sports P Bromsgrove P; Rushall 
Olympic 4 Needham Market 1; Stratford Town P Hitchin P. 
Leading standings: 1 Banbury Utd P31 Pts77; 

2 Rushall Olympic 30-63 2 Coalville Town 29-60. 


South Chesham Utd P Weston-super-Mare P; Farnborough P 
Dorchester Town P; Gosport Borough 1 Truro City 1; 

Hayes & Yeading Utd 6 Poole Town 1; Merthyr Town O 

Kings Langley 1; Met Police 1 Tiverton Town 0; Salisbury 1 
Beaconsfield Town 2; Swindon Supermarine P Hartley 
Wintney P; Taunton Town 3 Hendon 1; Walton Casuals P 


Yate Town P; Wimborne Town P Harrow Borough P. 
Leading standings: 1 Hayes & Yeading P31 Pts67; 


2 Farnborough 31-65; 3 Met Police 32-64. 


Friday Wigan 34 Leeds 12 


London Broi 


BETFRED CHAMPIONSHIP 
Batley P Sheffield P; Bradford P Barrow P; Featherstone 30 


ncos 12; Newcastle 40 Whitehaven 24; 


Workington P Halifax P; York 4 Leigh 40 
Cricket 


Melbourne 


FIFTH TWENTY20 INTERNATIONAL 


Australia 154-6 (MS Wade 43no). 


Sri Lanka 155-5 (BKG Mendis 69no). Sri Lanka beat 
Australia by five wickets. Australia win series 4-1. 


Golf 


THIRD TWENTY20 INTERNATIONAL 

Kolkata India 184-5 (SA Yadav 65). West Indies 167-9 

(N Pooran 61; HV Patel 3-22). India beat West Indies by 17 
runs and win series 3-0. 


201) Thom 


686867;S 
Tennis 


GENESIS INVITATIONAL (Pacific Palisades, US) 
Leading third-round scores: 194 J Niemann (Chl) 63 63 68. 
197 C Young (US) 66 62 69. 200 V Hovland (Nor) 71 64 65. 


as (US) 67 64 70. 202 C Morikawa (US) 67 67 68. 


203 M Homa 66 70 67; M Leishman (Aus) 70 66 67; M McNealy 


Scheffler 66 72 65. 


(US) bt J Mi 


ATP DELRAY BEACH OPEN (US) 
Semi-finals: C Norrie (GB) bt T Paul (US) 6-3 6-3; R Opelka 


liman (Aus) 7-6 (10-8) 6-7 (3-7) 7-6 (7-4). 


ATP OPEN 13 (Marseille, France) 
Final: A Rublev (Rus) bt F Auger-Aliassime (Can) 7-5 7-6 (7-4). 


ATP CLARO RIO OPEN (Brazil) 
Semi-finals: C Álcaraz Garfia (Sp) bt F Fognini (It) 6-2 7-5; 
DS Schwartzman (Arg) bt F Cerundolo (Arg) 7-6 (7-4) 6-3. 


EEE Rss 
Greg Wood's racing tips 


Newcastle 


Carlisle 1.50 Gold Emery 2.25 Silver Flyer 
3.00 Scottish Accent 3.35 Cellar Vie 4.05 Bavington Bob 
4.37 West To The Bridge 5.07 Shoeshine Boy 


5.00 Athmad 5.30 Mabre (nap) 


6.00 Wooders Dream 6.30 Queen Of Burgundy 
7.00 Athollblair Boy (nb) 7.30 High Velocity 


Golf 
DeChambeau 


and Johnson 
deliver blows 
to Saudi plans 


Ewan Murray 


Potentially fatal blows to Saudi 
Arabia's hopes of presiding over a 
breakaway tour have been delivered 
by Bryson DeChambeau and Dustin 
Johnson, who have both committed 
to golf”s existing ecosystem. 

Untilnow DeChambeau had been 
by far the most high-profile player 
linked with the Saudi scheme. But 
yesterday he said: “I want to make 
it very clear that as long as the best 
players in the world are playing on 
the PGA Tour, so willI?” 

The PGA and DP World Tours have 
been staunchly opposed to the Saudi 
disruption model. Rory Mcllroy, Jon 
Rahm, Tiger Woods, Brooks Koepka, 
Justin Thomas, Jordan Spieth and 
Collin Morikawa had already pledged 
support to the PGA Tour. It appears 
highly doubtful that the Saudi plan, 
which is fronted by Greg Norman, can 
proceed in meaningful fashion. 

Saudi”s plans are controversial, 
given the kingdom”s human-rights 
record and reported involvement in 
the2018 murder ofa journalist, Jamal 
Khashoggi. Players had been tempted 
by huge financialincentivestojoina 
Super Golf League. 

Johnson, the world No 6, said: “ 
am fully committedto the PGA Tour? 

Attention now turns towards 
Phil Mickelson, who recently lam- 
basted the “obnoxious greed” of the 
PGA Tour. A subsequently released 
interview with Mickelson implied 
he had been actively working with 
the Saudis in a bid to earn leverage 
against the PGA Tour. “We know they 
killed Khashoggi and have a horri- 
ble record on human rights” he was 
quoted saying by abiographer. “They 
execute people over there for being 
gay. Knowing all of this, why would 
Ieven consider it? Because this is a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to 
reshape how the PGA Tour operates” 

Saudi's crown prince, Mohammed 
bin Salman Al Saud, has denied 
ordering Khashoggi's killing in 
Istanbul. However, a report pub- 
lished by the UN in June 2019 con- 
cluded that Khashoggi “has been the 
victim ofa deliberate, premeditated 
execution, an extrajudicial killing 
for which the state of Saudi Arabia 
is responsible under international 
human-rights law”. 


Bryson DeC é 
has committed himself 


to the PGA Tour Ed 
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Fit-again 


Tuilagi 


ready to 
storm back 
for England 


Dynamic centre hopeful 
of playing against Wales 
in what would be his first 
Six Nations match in 721 days 


Robert Kitson 


fthere is one man England 

are keento see back fit and 

singing the anthems at 

Twickenham, itis Manu 

Tuilagi. With the possible 

exception of Storm Eunice, 
few are better equipped to flatten 
anything in their path and the red- 
rose management are advising 
Wales to batten down the hatches 
when they head to Twickenham 
this weekend. 

With their opening-round defeat 
in Scotland having, in effect, 
left England needingto win all 
their remaining games to be title 
contenders, the news that Tuilagi 
is back fully fit and firing has been 
atonic for the troops. Barring any 
mishaps in training this week, he 
is set to feature in a Six Nations 
fixture for the first time in 721 days. 

His last championship 
appearance was against Wales 
nearly two years ago, when he 
scored a try and then collected 
ared cardina breathless 33-30 
home win. Now, having proved his 
fitness for Sale Sharks following the 
hamstring injury he suffered while 
scoring his fine early try against the 
world champions, South Africa, in 
November, he has impressed the 
England management in training 
and poses a clear threat to Welsh 
ambitions. 

According to England”s defence 
coach, Anthony Seibold, the Tuilagi 
effect is significant whether or 
not England are in possession. 

“On both sides ofthe ball he's a 
powerful weapon)” says Seibold, 
who is no stranger to big physical 
units from his time in Australian 
rugby league. “That's been him for 
the last 11 years, carrying the ball. 
But just as important, ifnot more 
so, his contact around the defence 
is very good. 

“You saw the first couple of 
actions against Quins the other 
day. He played the last 30 minutes 
and his firsttwo or three shots in 
contact were dominant ones. He 
brings a physical presence, there's 
no doubt about that. He also brings 
a lot ofexperience and smarts in 
terms of what we're trying to do” 


Sport 
Rugby union 


Ifthat makes the 30-year-old a 
“big in” from the management's 
perspective, the centre's 
experience and popularity are 
also valuable at a time when 
England are rebuilding. “He's got 
that personality and character 
that people get a lot of confidence 
from? says Seibold. “Manu is areal 
glue [player], there's no doubt. He's 
areally enjoyable guy to coach? 

All that said, Tuilagi's record 
against Wales is not as imposing 
as it might be. In five previous Six 
Nations encounters he has finished 
on the winning side only twice, 
with one ofthose coming as a 
replacement. He has never won in 
Cardiffin an England jersey and, 
including World Cup warm-ups, 
has registered two tries in eight 
fixtures. 

Those figures also reflect the 
long, injury-enforced gaps in 
Tuilagi's career, which at one stage 
prevented him from starting a 
Test for England for almost five 
years. His value to England, even 
so, remains high as Eddie Jones 
seeks to find a straight-running 
accomplice for Marcus Smith 
to enhance England”s midfield 
balance. 

Elliot Daly and Joe Marchant 
have filled in alongside Henry 
Slade against Scotland and 
Italy respectively but England”s 
inability to kick on in the second 
halfin Rome highlighted the fact 
they area workin progress. “We 
know we need to improve, there 
is no doubt about that? says 
Seibold. “We weren't infatuated 
by the scoreboard or parts of the 


'Manu's got that 
personality 

and character 

that people get a lot 
of confidence from' 


Y Manu Tuilagi should 
provide balance 
in Englandºs midfield 


JOHN SIBLEY/REUTERS 


performance against Italy. To be 
the team we want to become, we 
need to be consistent. Regardless 
of where we play, that's what we're 
tryingto drive? 

Wasps” Alfie Barbeary could yet 
be another forceful contributor 
during this tournament, with 
Seibold suggesting he is not in 
the squad simply to make up 
the numbers. “We wouldn?t 
have had Alfie at this camp if we 
didn?t see the potential for him 
to push into this squad) said the 
Australian, who has been working 
on improving Barbeary”s defensive 
work-rate. “Once he improves that 
part of his game he is going to be 
one hell ofa player. He is as good a 
ball carrier as we have? 

Seibold is looking forward to 
coming up against Wales, where he 
took his first coaching role with the 
Celtic Crusaders rugby league side 
in 2006. His middle daughter was 
born in Bridgend, and he used to 
live in the nearby village of Tondu. 
“My first coaching job was in Wales. 
Pd finished playing and was a 
schoolteacher back in Australia. 
The RFL was setting up a rugby 
league franchise in South Wales, 
so one ofthe Brisbane Broncos 
assistant coaches asked me to come 
out and start the team because Pd 
played over here for Hull KR and 
London Broncos. It was a good 
experience” 

During his time in south Wales, 
Seibold also spent valuable hours 
with his former team-mate Shaun 
Edwards. “He was the Wales 
defence coach at the time, sol 
spent a bit oftime observing their 
sessions back in 2008. Shaun 
invited me in on a number of 
occasions. Their performances 
over a long period oftime, first 
with Warren Gatland and now with 
Wayne Pivac as their head coach, 
have been very consistent” 

Now, with Tuilagi's assistance, 
he is aimingto batter the nation he 
once called home. 


Newcastle's Richards 
disputes red card 
after Exeter's late win 


Newcastle 14 
Pa 
Ross Heppenstall 

Kingston Park 


Dean Richards, the Newcastle direc- 
tor ofrugby, could not hide his frus- 
tration after Callum Chick was sent 
off during the first halfbefore Exeter 
pilfered the points late on to move 
ominously towards the play-off 
places. Chick, the Falcons captain 
and No 8, was shown a red card by 
thereferee, Christophe Ridley, inthe 
25th minute for a high shot on Josh 
Hodge, Exeter's full-back. 

Richards queried the haste with 
which the officials decided that 
Chick”s shoulder had made contact 
with Hodge's head, arguing that the 
offence warranted nomorethan a yel- 
low card. Newcastle fought valiantly 
with 14 men and were on course for 
a famous victory until the closing 
stages when the Exeter captain, Joe 
Simmonds, kicked a penalty to winit. 

Richards, the former England 
captain said: “Josh Hodge clearly 
dropped his height. One ofthe issues 
we're havingat the momentisthey”re 
tryingtogettoa really quick decision, 
rather than the correct decision. 

“I would have accepted a yellow 
card but you can'tmake sucha critical 
decisioninsuchabiggameasthis, as 
quickly as they did. I thought it was 
really poor from them. You need to 
take the time to make the decision 
correctly, but they don't want to 
spend time on TMO decisions. When 
you're playing with people*s liveli- 
hoods and careers, you can't do that? 

Rob Baxter, the Exeter director of 
rugby, said: “It's not about whether 
it'sanaccidentornot. It'sa matter of 
contact to the head and it gets dealt 
with that way? 

Defeat felt cruel on Newcastle on 
an emotionally fraught afternoon at 
a windswept Kingston Park. Before 
kick-offthe retiring club legend Mark 
Wilson was introduced to the crowd 
and was given a rapturous reception 


A Joe Simmonds's late penalty gives 
Exeter victory over 14-man Falcons 


as he walked across the pitch with his 
children, son Zach and daughter Ella. 

The passing of Steve Black, the 
hugely popular former Falcons 
coach, mentor to Jonny Wilkinson 
and Danny Cipriani, was also marked. 
As an image of the man universally 
known as Blackie was shown on King- 
ston Park's big screen, the stadium 
announcer said: “Blackie, you were 
a true one-off, a north-east sporting 
legend who willnever be forgotten? 

Intriguingly, amongthe crowd was 
asizeable contingent from the Argen- 
tinian club Champagnat's Under-19 
side, who are on tour in England. 
They took up a block of seats in the 
West Stand and sang their songs with 
gusto, supporting Exeter's former 
Falcon Santiago Grondona. 

Newcastle opened the scoring 
when Will Haydon-Wood seized on 
anerrant Exeter offload and showed 
impressive pace to race 80 metres 
inside the left channel to cross the 
line. Haydon-Wood then did superbly 
well to boot the conversion from 
close to the touchline. 

Twominutes later, though, Hodge 
fielded a high bomb in midfield and 
was caught by Chick, who was shown 
a red card after consultation with 
Claire Hodnett, the television match 
official. Exeter soughtto capitalise on 
their advantage and went close when 
Hodge grubbered to the left corner 
for Tom OºFlaherty, who knocked on 
just yards from the line. But, as the 
intervalapproached, the Chiefs were 
notto be denied. 

A scrum penalty led to Baxter”s 
team kicking to the left corner for a 
lineout five metres out and from the 
subsequent maul Patrick Schicker- 
ling emerged from a thicket of bod- 
iesto barrelover theline. Simmonds 
applied the conversion to level mat- 
ters at 7-7 at half-time, when Hodge 
was replaced by Facundo Cordero. 

Exeter beganto dominateterritory 
and three minutes into the second 
half they scored again when Jack 
Innard finished off from a lineout 
rolling maul inside the right chan- 
nel. Simmonds could not convert but 
Newcastle roused themselves and hit 
backwithasecondtry oftheirownas 
the hooker George McGuigan charged 
over the line from close range after 
excellent work from George Wacoke- 
coke and Matías Orlando. 

After Simmonds's penalty gave 
Exeter victory, Baxter said: “Over 
four games now we've collected 12 
points and areupto fifth. Thatshows 
you how important today was? 


: Exeter 

: Hodge (Cordero 41); 

: Woodburn, Whitten 

: (Skinner 67), Hendrickson, 
: O'Flaherty; J Simmonds, 

: S Maunder (J Maunder 67); 
: Hepburn (Moon 60), 

: Innard (Yeandle 60), 

: Shickerling (Street 60), 

: Kirsten (Pearson 41), 

: Jenkins (Grondona 70, 

: Skinner, Armand, 

: Capstick 

: Tries Shickerling, Innard 

: Con Simmonds 

: PenSimmonds 


Newcastle 

Brown (Radwan 70); 
Penny, Wacokecoke, 
Orlando, Earle 
(Montgomery 45); 
Haydon-Wood, Nordli- 
Kelemeti (Hodgson 74); 
Brocklebank, McGuigan 
(Blamire 63), Davison 
(Tampin 63), Peterson, 
Robinson, Basham, 
Collett, Chick 

Tries Haydon-Wood, 
McGuigan 

Cons Haydon-Wood 2 
Sent off Chick (26) 


Referee Christophe Ridley Attendance 6,205 
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Close 
encounter 
ofthe best 
kind 


Lauren 
Hemp's effort 
hit the post 
and was 
England's 
best chance 


against 
Spain 
ANDREW BOYERS/ 


ACTION IMAGES/ 
REUTERS 


Hemp goes close in display of 
strength in depth by Lionesses 


England 0 


Carrow Road 


There may have been some raised 
eyebrows at the unusual starting XI 
toplay Spain but a gutsy performance 
against a team laden with Barcelona”s 
Champions League winners earned 
a 0-0 draw and demonstrated there 
is serious depth to England”s squad 
looking ahead to the European 
Championship this summer. 

In front of an impressive crowd 
of 14,284, despite the lashing rain, 
Lauren Hemp went closest for the 
Lionesses, smackingan effort against 
the post shortly after the restart on 
the second day of Arnold Clark Cup 
fixtures. 

“Pm happy withthe performance. 
Ithoughtthis performance was more 
mature than against Canada. That's 
development)” Sarina Wiegman, the 
England manager, said. 

“We want to win every game. 
That's how we approach a game. 
But we also say we don't win the 
Euros now. We'retryingto stay really 
neutral if we win or lose. This is just 


another stop on our journey to the 
Euros” 

Wiegman had promised “some 
changes” to the starting XI to face 
the Catalan-heavy Spain and she 
delivered, with nine to the side that 
putinoneofthe best first-halfperfor- 
mances the Lionesses have produced 
inyearsin their 1-1 draw with Canada 
on Thursday. Only Rachel Daly and 
Alex Greenwood remained, with 
the former shifted from right-back 
to left-back as backup options for 
Demi Stokes ontheleft are explored. 

The successful double pivot 
partnership of Keira Walsh and 
Leah Williamson was relegated to 
the bench, with Manchester City”s 
Georgia Stanway instead operating as 
a single pivot in front of Greenwood 
and fellow centre-back Jess Carter. 

The England manager had said she 
wantedto “do alittle more research” 
on the double pivot and try it again, 
but added: “We want to see other 
things, too, this week. We wanttotry 
out different players in positions and 
see how they connect to each other, 
so it's absolutely something that we 
want to see again. But we'll try out 
some other things too. 

“In football things are dynamic)” 
she said. “When youtakea picturein 
acertain momentit'stwo pivots, and 
when you take a picture of a certain 
other moment it might be one pivot, 


PW DL FAGD Pts 
England for Do QN a dl do) 
Spain 20201162 
Canada 1010110 1 
Germany 1010110 1 


Spain v Canada 
England v Germany 


Molineux 2.30pm 
Molineux 7.30pm 


so we're trying things out with other 
players, too” 

Spain had made five changes but 
the heartbeat ofthe side - the Ballon 
dOr and Fifa best winner and Uefa 
player of the year, Alexia Putellas - 
remained with her fellow Barcelona 
midfielders Aitana Bonmatí and Patri 
Guijarro. 

Despite the tricky trio helping 
Spain to dominate possession 
with 66% of the ball, the England 
triumvirate of Stanway, the Arsenal 
midfielder Jordan Nobbs and team 
veteran Jill Scott, impressed as the 
visiting team were limited to four 
shots on target and only one in the 
first half. 

Keeping Spain at bay is no mean 
feat - they had scored 97 goals in their 
previous 17 games before this match 
in Norwich - but the unorthodox 


backline sitting in front ofthe debu- 
tant Hannah Hampton, whose dis- 
tribution throughout was topnotch, 
stood firm. 

There was anurgency andintensity 
to England's play that kepttheminthe 
game but Spain looked patient, their 
passing crisp, and they seemed happy 
to wait for the opening. Despite the 
pre-Euros hype, Spain have yetto win 
a knockout game at a major tourna- 
ment and are very much newly com- 
petitive on the international stage. 
The arrival of the direct, Norwich- 
produced winger Hempinthe second 
half almost immediately caught the 
visiting side off-guard, though, as she 
shifted the ball on to her left foot 30 
seconds after coming on before crack- 
ingthe ball offthe left-hand post with 
Misa Rodríguez beaten. 

Wiegman had givenaheadsupon 
the change that would come around 
the hour. With Spain in the ascend- 
ancy but Lucía García shooting poorly 
wide from 10 yards out in their best 
attempt, the excellent Stanway was 
shifted forward and Walsh and Wil- 
liamson came on for Scottand Nobbs 
as England attempted to maintain 
their intensity and solidity. England 
created a handful of chances late 
on but they lacked an end product. 
Hampton also did wellto stop a late 
shot from the substitute and player of 
the match Athenea del Castillo. 


: 4-3-3 

: Rodriguez; Batlle 

: (Carmona 62), Andrés, 
: León,S Garcia; 

(Toone 80), Nobbs : Bonmatí, Guijarro, 
(Walsh 62), Scott : Putellas; Cardona 
(Williamson 62); Parris : (Del Castillo ht), Hermoso 
(Hemp ht), White, : (González 87), L Garcia 
Meadº (Kirby 72) : (Sarriegi 74) 


Referee luliana Demetrescu (Rom) 


4-3-3 

Hampton; Bronze, 
Carter, Greenwood, 
Daly; Stanway 


Scottish Premiership 
Giakoumakis hat-trick 
sees Celtic stretch lead 


Giorgos Giakoumakis's late strike 
complete his hat-trick and sealed a 
3-2 victory for Celtic over Dundee 
that stretched their lead at the top 
ofthe Premiership to three points. 
With Dundee's new manager, Mark 
McGhee, watching from the stands 
as he served the first of a six-game 
touchline ban, Danny Mullen put 
the league's bottom side into a 
shock lead following a 26th-minute 
corner. Giakoumakis then scored 
twice in four minutes only for 

Ryan Sweeney to equalise on the 
hour mark for the hosts. Butin a 
tense finale, Giakoumakis struck 
an 86th-minute winner, allowing 
Celticto capitalise fully on Rangers” 
1-1 draw at Dundee United earlier in 
the day. PA Media 


Peterborough 
Ferguson resigns with 
club five points adrift 


Darren Ferguson has resigned as 
manager of Peterborough with 

his side languishing in the bottom 
three ofthe Championship. 
Saturday's defeat at Derby left 
them five points adrift of safety 
and without a league win since 11 
December. Ferguson, who led the 
club to automatic promotion from 
League One last season, offered 
his resignation in a phone call to 
co-owner Darragh MacAnthony, 
who said in a statement: “Darren 

is one of the greatest managers of 
this football club, most certainly in 
the modern era... he will always be 
described as a legend by myself 
and my partners” PA Media 


Arsenal 
Wilshere signs with 
Danish side Aarhus 


Jack Wilshere has signed 

for the Danish side Aarhus 
Gymnastikforening until the end 
ofthe season. Wilshere has been 
without a club since being released 
by Bournemouth last summer and 
there were rumours he was going 
to sign a deal with Arsenal having 
spent time training with the club 
where he made his name. However, 
the 30-year-old midfielder has 
instead joined Aarhus, who are 
currently seventh in the Danish 
Superliga. Guardian sport 
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They thought it was all 
over but City's slip has 
reignited the title race 


Klopp's 'greatest squad' close 
inonthe champions after 
Spurs exposea chinkin the 
league leaders' armour 


siffrom nowhere 

atitle race 

has appeared. 

Manchester City's 

12-point lead is down 

to six which means 
that ifLiverpool win their game in 
hand and ifLiverpool win at the 
Etihad Stadium in April, the two 
clubs could be level on points. 

City are stillin the better 
position, particularly given they 
have not lost a league game at 
home against Liverpool under Pep 
Guardiola. But what had started 
to look like a procession has, quite 
unexpectedly, regained a sense of 
intrigue. 

Itis an indication ofhow 
dominant City had cometo 
appear that this feels surprising. 
Liverpool, after all, have won 11 
oftheir past 14 Premier League 
matches. In any previous era, 
that would have been obvious 
title-winning form. Drawing at 
Tottenham and Chelsea and losing 
by a single goal at Leicester should 
not be a wobble from which there 
is no coming back. 

That isa wider concern: it 
is always tempting for English 
football to congratulate itself 
because it has not gone the way 
of many European leagues and 
become a monopoly, butitis 
stilltroubling if winning the title 
means havingto pickup at least 
95 points. That is not the sign of 
a league that is providing healthy 
competition on a regular basis. 
That those are the standards is 
downin partto the genius of 


Sport 
Football Premier League 


Júrgen Klopp and Guardiola, but 
also to a broken financial structure. 

More immediately, though, 
what is striking is that the 
expectation had been that 
Liverpool would wobble in January 
and February as Mohamed Salah 
and Sadio Mané went to the Africa 
Cup of Nations - not just for the 
two league games they would 
miss but because there is always 
artisk after any tournament of 
emotional hangover. That the 
pair faced each other in the final 
could have heightened that; ittook 
a lot of Englandºs players until 
late autumn to beginto find their 
rhythm again after the European 
Championship. So far, though, 
there has been no indication at all 
that either is suffering any kind 
ofreaction. 

In that, it helps that the great 
front three now has backup. 
Diogo Jota had already given 
one extra option, but Luis 
Díaz has settled remarkably 
quickly. Playing for Klopp looks 
complicated; it must take players 
time to learn the pressing schema 
and assimilate the patterns but, 
as Klopp has said, Díaz looked a 
Liverpool player from the moment 
he stepped on the pitch for them. 

The famous front three 
have scored four goals between 
them in the past two games 
without all being on the field 
together at any point. Jordan 
Henderson and Thiago Alcântara 
have also both made significant 
contributions from the bench in 
the past week: little wonder Klopp 


A Bernardo Silva in anguish during 
Manchester City's 3-2 defeat by Spurs 
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expectedito | Ta 
wobble without 
Salah and Mané 
but they did not 


speaks of this squad as the greatest 
he has had. 

The danger for those hoping 
for a proper title race is that this 
becomes a two-team procession 
in the way 2018-19 was. Then a 
run of four draws in six games 
from the end of January to the 
beginning of March was enough 
for Liverpoolto cede their 
advantage to City; Liverpool won 
their last nine league games of 
the season but could not get past 
City as they won their final 14. It 
was all very impressive, a great 
demonstration both of ability 
and nerve, but it was also, for the 
neutral, rather lacking in drama. A 
great title race, such as 1971-72 or 
2011-12, demands fallibility. 

City had looked remorseless. 


V Luis Díaz isembraced 
by Kostas Tsimikas after 


scoring against Norwich 
XINHUA/SHUTTERSTOCK 
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The title race had seemed over 
less because it was inconceivable 
that Liverpool should embark 
on a winning run than because it 
seemed implausible City would 
drop enough points to let them 
back in. When a side wins 14 
out of 16 games, it feels absurd 
to identify flaws, but perhaps 
in retrospect there have been 
hints that they were not quite so 
impermeable as they appeared. 
Leicester, in losing 6-3 to them, 
showed that City could still be 
vulnerable to counterattacks, that 
those balls played in behind the 
defensive line that have always 
been a potential vulnerability 
could still cause problems. Spurs 
were ruthless in exploiting that in 
Saturday's 3-2 win, largely because 
City struggled to deal with Harry 
Kane as he dropped offthe front 
line. He was a danger both with 
balls played on the turn to runners 
outside him and with his late runs. 
The attacking nature of City's 
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How they stand 

PWDLFAGDPts 
26 20 3 3 6317 +46 63 
2517 6 26420 +44 57 


Man City 
Liverpool 


Remaining fixtures 
Manchester City 


26 February Everton A 
6 March Manchester United H 
14 March Crystal Palace A 
19 March Brighton H 
2 April Burnley A 
9 April Liverpool H 
16 April Wolves A 
23 April Watford H 
30 April Leeds A 
7 May Newcastle H 
15 May West Ham A 
22 May Aston Villa H 
Liverpool 

23 February Leeds H 
5 March West Ham H 
12 March Brighton A 
16 March Arsenal A 
20 March Manchester United H 
2 April Watford H 
9 April Manchester City A 
16 April Aston Villa A 
23 April Everton H 
30 April Newcastle A 
7 May Tottenham H 
15 May Southampton A 
22 May Wolves H 


full-backs means the sort ofrun 
from Son Heung-min that led to 
Tottenhams opening goalis always 
a potential danger, but where City 
have been able to neutralise that 
is in the form of Rodri blocking 
the space Kane exploited to spring 
Son. Kane, for allthe complaints 
that he should spend more time 

in the box, is exceptionally good 
at that. His relationship with Son 
is very close, but other sides may 
look at that, and the way James 
Maddison played against City, and 
see an opportunity. 

Still, perspective is required. 
City still had the better expected 
goals (xG) against Tottenham. 

Not since the defeat against 
Brighton in the penultimate game 
oflast season, by which point 
City's focus had firmly switched 
to the Champions League, have 
City had a lower xG than their 
opponents in a league game. They 
remain an awesome force. 

But there is, perhaps, at last, 
just a glitch in their relentlessness 
and, if Liverpool maintain their 
exceptional form, there may yet 
be some life in this season. At the 
very least a neutral can hope there 
is enough doubt that that game on 
9 April feels meaningful. 


Guardiola 
admits his side 
are facing 

a fight from 
the red corner 


Jamie Jackson 


Pep Guardiola has said that 
Manchester City are in a fight for 
the Premier League title after their 
3-2 home defeat against Tottenham 
on Saturday. 

City's first loss in 17 Premier 
League games leaves the champions 
on 63 points, six ahead of Liverpool, 
who have a match in hand and visit 
the Etihad Stadium on 9 April. 

Guardiola was clear that City are 
now in a tussle with the Merseyside 
club, having led by 12 points earlier 
this month. 

“We have to fight for every game 
and every game we are going to win 
we will be closer” the City manager 
said. “I said weeks ago we have to 
make a lot of points to be champions 
and this is what we will try to do. 


“I think we performed well - 
honestly. Inever said the title race 
was over. It's normal. In January and 
February the teams at the bottom 
won their games because every- 
one fights for everything. It will be 
difficult. We know it. 

“Butit'shappened. Welosta game. 
Wewillrecover with training sessions 
and prepare for the next game?” 

City were never ahead in the 
match, having to equalise strikes 
from Dejan Kulusevski and Harry 
Kane before the latter's 95th-minute 
winner. “They defended in the 
18-yard box and it was so difficult? 
Guardiola said. 

“They allowed us to go outside 
and closed all the channels inside, 
and then after that they could rum 


with their quality but they didn't 
run much. It was difficult. Every 
time we played inside we hadto then 
move outside and we arrived there 
and crossed. But for many reasons 
we were not there to score. 

“The first goal came from the 
quality they have and the second 


A Pep Guardiola says Manchester 
City made mistakes in Spurs defeat 


is difficult to defend and the third 
was our mistake. We were close to 
drawing, and maybe winning, but 
congratulations to Spurs” 

The victory halted a run of three 
consecutive league defeats for 
Antonio Conte's team. Eric Dier said: 
“This winis importantifwetakeitin 
the right way. If we recognise that if 
we play with that intensity, with that 
commitment, that unity; if we play 
with that every game we can really 
push on from this. 

“I think we have to take this win 
intheright way, notget carried away 
but recognise what we need to do as 
a team to get results and play well. 
We haveto take it with humility and 
understand that as a team we can 
be very good?” 
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Podence's precise finish 
keeps Wolves in hunt 


Wolves 2 
Neves 9, Podence 66 

Leicester 1 
Lookman 41 


Peter Lansley 
Molineux 


Dreaming is for free, as someone 
round these parts once said, and 
Daniel Podence's second-halfwinner 
means Wolves are now two points 
behind fifth place in the Premier 
League with two games in hand and 
both Arsenal and West Ham, thetwo 
teams immediately above them, to 
play away this coming week. 

Bruno Lage's team also have two 
gamesin hand on Manchester United, 
who sit six points above them in the 
final Champions League place, and 
the Molineux diehards were blasting 
out their song about following the 
Wanderers around Europe again even 
as Leicester piled on the pressure in 
theclosingstages, Kasper Schmeichel 
coming up for a corner. But Wolves, 
havingtaken the lead through Rúben 
Neves before Ademola Lookman 
equalised, held ontoreclaim seventh 
place, and had the bonus of reintro- 
ducingoneofthe best players, Pedro 
Neto, out for a year with a fractured 
kneecap, for the final 10 minutes. 

No team have won more Premier 
League games in 2022 than Wolves 
and, crucially, they have lost only 
oncein the 52 league gamesin which 
they have taken the lead since win- 
ning promotion four years ago. 

Leicester played strongly and 
created enough chances to have 
won but they are now winless in six 
domestic matches, their worst run 
since the latter days of Claude Puel”s 
reign three years ago. They have not 
kept a clean sheet away from home 
in the Premier League for more 
than a year since they last played at 
Molineux. 

Brendan Rodgers, confirming 
Jamie Vardy is “seven to 10 days 
away” from returningto contention, 
was much encouraged by his teams 
showing. “Sometimes after you lose 
there is disappointment or frustra- 
tion but I am very enthused? the 
Leicester manager said. “Ihave seen 
us starting to return to our levels of 
play and creativity. It is just disap- 
pointing, they had two shots from 
outside the box and it's two goals? 

With a three-goal advantage to 
take to Denmark this Thursday for 
the second leg of their European 
Conference League second round, 
Leicester still have European 
ambitions of their own. But they 
are nearer the relegation zone than 
the top seven and gave themselves 
a statistical and tactical mountain 
to climb by conceding within nine 
minutes. 

Neves's superb opener gave 
Wolves the kind of platform they 
relish. The Portugal playmaker, in 
the form of his life, pinged a sweet 
crossfield pass outto Podence. When 
his cross was unconvincingly cleared 
by Daniel Amartey and Leander 


A Daniel Podence shows his delight 
after scoring the winner for Wolves 


Dendoncker headed the ball back 
inside, Raúl Jiménez was allowed 
time to tee up Neves whose unerr- 
ing first-time shot from just outside 
the penalty area Schmeichel could 
only help into the net. 

This was Wolves” first goal against 
Leicester in six Premier League meet- 
ings and Leicester looked there for 
the taking at this stage. Yet apart 
from the visitors suffering from the 
heebie-jeebies every time Wolves 
had a corner, Leicester thoroughly 
deserved to be level by half-time. 

The number of dangerous balls 
they fed across the face of goal was 
a constant source of concern for the 
home team, so it was no surprise 
when Lookman slid in to score his 
sixth goal of the season from Marc 
Albrighton's low cross after Youri 
Tielemans” brilliant through ball. 

Yet it was when Rodgers” team 
were clearly on top that Wolves 
regained the lead midway through 
the second half. For once when a 
Leicester attack broke down, Wolves 
had players the offensive side ofthe 
ball and Rayan Ait-Nouri did well 
to tease Ricardo Pereira in making 
inroads down the left. 

Dendoncker squared the ballalong 
the edge of the penalty area where 
Podence shot low into the bottom 
corner. There was a VAR delay to 
check that Schmeichel's view had 
not been compromised by Jiménez*s 
presence before Wolves could com- 
plete their celebrations. 

Ifit was Nuno Espírito Santo who 
set Wolves fans dreaming, it may be 
Bruno Lage who converts this into 
reality. “For my part, this is no time 
for anyoneto relax,” the Wolves head 
coach said. “In December, January 
and February, we are coming with 
solid performances, scoring goals, 
winning games. If we keep doing it, 
withimportant players coming back, 
we can do something special” 


: Leicester 

: 4-1-4-1 

: Schmeichel; Pereira 9, 

: Amartey, Soyuncu 9, 

: Thomas; Ndidi 

: (Maddison 74); 

: Albrighton, Tielemans, 


Wolves 

3-5-2 

Sá; Kilman, Coady, 
Saiss; Semedo, 
Dendoncker >, Neves?, 
Moutinho (Hwang 58), 
Ait-NouriO (Marçal 88); 
Jiménez, Podence > 
(Neto 81) 

Subs not used 

Ruddy, Trincão, 

Silva, Otto, Gomes, 
Cundle 


Referee Craig Pawson 


: Dewsbury-Hall, Lookman?; 
: Daka (lheanacho 73) 

: Subs not used 

: Ward, Jakupovic, Pérez, 

: Choudhury, Vestergaard, 

: Mendy, Soumaré 


Premier League Saturday's talking points 


Arsenal 2 
Smith Rowe 48 Saka 79 
Brentford 1 


Ngrgaard 90 


Thomas Frank has been clear 

in marking the Newcastle game 

this Saturday as the day when 
Christian Eriksen is due to returnto 
competitive action for Brentford. No 
pressure should be put on Eriksen 
to bounce straight back to his old 
levels. But Brentford would benefit 
from even a fraction of his best 
form: they are not offering enough 
going forward and are short of 
someone who can roam between 
the lines and pick a pass. “Physically 
heisina fine place, he looks better 
and better” Frank said of Eriksen. 
Brentford”s season is in need ofthe 
stimulus he could offer. Nick Ames 


Aston Villa 0 


Dennis 78 


“Graig Catchart” sounds like an 
unlicensed video game alias, doesn't 
it? Butit was, believeitornot, 
etched on to Manchester United”s 
honours board when Craig Cathcart 
was named the club's Young Player 
ofthe Year in 2007. With hindsight, 
it could be considered symbolic 
ofthe under-appreciated career 

he has carved out away from Old 
Trafford. Quietly excellent in 
Watford”s victory at Aston Villa, 

his efforts ensured Ben Foster's 
post-match YouTube recording 

was more labour-intensive than 

the 90 minutes that came before it. 
Sam Dalling 


Brighton 0 


had pulled off a transfer coup in 
January by replacing outgoing Chris 
Wood with Wout Weghorst, a Dutch 
international striker, for a £12m fee. 
That feeling solidified on Saturday 
after Weghorst scored his first goal 
for the club, then teed up Josh 
Brownhillto put Burnley 2-0 ahead 
at Brighton. Sean Dyche lauded the 
29-year-old”s quality and all-round 
team play after his teams first win 
since October. If Weghorst can 
continue to build on his impressive 
start, Dyche's side may yet have a 
chance at pulling off an unlikely 
relegation escape. Alex Reid 


Man ofthe match Man ofthe match Man ofthe match 

Martin Gdegaard Arsenal Craig Cathcart Watford Wout Weghorst Burnley 

Crystal Palace 0 Liverpool 3 
Mané 64, Salah 67, Diaz 81 

Chelsea 1 Norwich 1 

Ziyech 89 Rashica 48 


Given the amount of air miles his 
players clocked up last week in 
becoming world champions, it was 
no surprise that Thomas Tuchel 
welcomed the prospect of Chelsea's 
next two fixtures being played in 
London. The Carabao Cup final 
against Liverpool on Sunday will be 
an opportunity for Tuchelto win 

his fourth trophy at the club but 

he must first confront Lille in the 
Champions League last-16 first leg at 
Stamford Bridge tomorrow. “Playing 
Saturday-Tuesday should not be a 
problem for us - we are stayingin 
London. We should be ready to fight 
on a good level” Ed Aarons 


Hakim Ziyech kept his 
coolto give Chelsea 
a last-minute victory 


take second billing to Mohamed 
Salah, whose 150th Liverpool goal 
overshadowed Mané's 108th, but 

it meant the Senegalese matched 
John Barnes's total, and in 160 fewer 
games. Barnes spent more time on 
the touchline, Mané in the penalty 
area - butit is worth noting that 
none of the younger man”s 108 are 
penalties. “Sadio”s goal record is 
definitely insane as well” Jiúrgen 
Klopp said, and Mané could become 
Liverpools 11th highest scorer some 
time next season. Though, just 
outside the top 10, that could leave 
him obscured again. Richard Jolly 


Man of the match Man of the match 

Hakim Ziyech Chelsea 5 Mohamed Salah Liverpool 
Manchester City 2 | Southampton 2 | WestHam 1 
Giindogan 33, Mahrez 90pen S Armstrong 52, Long 84 Dawson 32 

Tottenham 3 | Everton O | Newcastle 1 
Kulusevski 4, Kane 59 90 Willock 45 


There is a definite blueprint 
regarding how to beat Pep 
Guardiola's ball-hoggers. Crystal 
Palace employed it in the 2-0 win 
at the Etihad Stadium in October 
and Tottenham did the same on 
Saturday: adopt a low block, be 
patient as possession is relayed 
around the blue shirts and, when 
the moment arrives, pounce. Then 
race in behind the sluggish centre- 
backs and score. In an era of attack 
coaches, forensic video analysis 
and speedy forwards, there should 
be no excuse for more teams not 
attempting to exploit this glaring 
vulnerability. Jamie Jackson 

Man ofthe match 

Harry Kane Tottenham 


Calvert-Lewin in this defeat will 


be of concern to Frank Lampard. 
The striker has not scored since 
returning from a four-month 
absence in January and Everton did 
not register ashot on target at St 
Mary's. They face Manchester City 
on Saturday. “We can't use Dominic 
as a battering ram Lampard said. 
“He has too much quality for that 
and I don't want'to play that way. 
It's two-fold. Give Dominictime 
and give him the service and play 
around him as much as we can to 
get the benefit out of him and allthe 
forward-end players” Ben Fisher 
Man ofthe match 

Kyle Walker-Peters Southampton 


moment to secure a point at West 
Ham and his performance suggests 
he can be instrumental in keeping 
Newcastle in the Premier League. 
Willock's instinctive finish was 

his first goal of the season and his 
energy caused West Ham plenty of 
problems. The 22-year-old was a 
major outlet for Newcastle as they 
extended their unbeaten league run 
to six games. With Kieran Trippier 
and Allan Saint-Maximin injured, 
Willock's attacking threat will be a 
significant asset and, in this form, he 
should be able to help steer his team 
clear oftrouble. Simon Mail 

Man ofthe match 

Joe Willock Newcastle 
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Leeds deep in relegation 
mire after Elanga's revenge 


Leeds 2 


Rodrigo 53, Raphinha 54 


Manchester United 4 


Maguire 34, Fernandes 45, Fred 70, Elanga 88 


Shots on target 


Total attempts 


Elland Road 


The good, the bad, the ugly and the 
chaotic combined as Manchester 
United tooka significant step towards 
Europe and Leeds moved too close 
to the Championship for comfort. 
The latest renewal of one of English 
footbalPs greatestrivalries was unde- 
niably exhilarating but depressingly 


unpleasant undertones were evi- 
dent as missiles were hurled from 
the stands at visiting players, with 
one hitting the Manchester United 
substitute Anthony Elanga. 

A defiant Leeds drew level, albeit 
briefly, after falling two goals behind, 
while Jadon Sancho had arguably his 
best game for Ralf Rangnick's side 
as questions concerning Marcelo 
Bielsa's future at Leeds resurfaced. 
Manchester United”s first visit to a 
full Elland Road since 2003 coincided 
witha day oftorrentialrain and gusty 
winds, with the hazardous underfoot 
conditions more than matched by the 
hostile atmosphere. 

To say there is antipathy between 
these two sets of fans would be 
putting it mildly and a competing 
soundtrack featuring, most politely, 
the Leeds anthem Marching On 
Together and the visitors” favourite 
Pride Of All Europe heightened the 
frenetic onfield intensity. 

With Bielsa”s side struggling to 


retain possession on the sodden 
surface, Rangnick's players exerted 
greater control and cohesion. They 
swiftly set the tone when the initially 
influential Paul Pogba nutmegged 
a startled Diego Llorente before 
crossing and seeing Cristiano Ron- 
aldo denied by Illan Meslier's knee. 
Rangnick held talks with senior 
players last week, apparently in 
response to tensions centring on 
Ronaldo. Harry Maguire has denied 
suggestions ofarift and the pair com- 
binedto positive effect as Manchester 
United showed they can still score 
from corners after all. With Ronaldo 
serving as a decoy and Meslier wrong- 
footed, Maguire lost Llorente, met 
Luke Shaw”s delivery and headed his 
first United goal since January 2021. 
Perhaps Rangnick's psycholo- 
gist, Sascha Lense, really is as good 
as advertised. Back in August Bruno 
Fernandes scored a hat-trick as Leeds 
went down 5-1 at Old Trafford and, 
shortly before half-time, Rangnick”s 


attacking playmaker got on the 
scoresheet here. 

Fernandes's header will have 
reminded Leeds fans why they pine 
for their injured central-midfield 
enforcer, Kalvin Phillips. With a 
head wound forcing Robin Koch'”s 
withdrawal, that department proved 
worryingly understaffed. 

Fernandes was left completely 
unattended as Victor Lindelóf played 
a slick one-two with Jesse Lingard - 
making his first Premier Leaguestart 
this season - and pinged an astute 
pass towards the excellent Sancho. 
Sancho's cross exposed the alarm- 
ing lack of home resistance and Fer- 
nandes was entirely unopposed as 
he glanced a header beyond Meslier 
from near point-blank range. 

With the hosts” optimism evapo- 
rating, Bielsa - who seems increas- 
ingly unlikely to be at Elland Road 
next season - needed to change 


(E 7 
A Harry Maguire scored his first goal 
for United in more than a year 


things. On came Raphinha and within 
minutes ofthe talismanic, ifrecently 
jaded-looking, Brazilian right-wing- 
er's introduction at the start of the 
second half, an unlikely Leeds come- 
back suddenly looked possible. Their 
temporary renaissance began with 
a little luck, Rodrigo reducing the 
deficit with a wickedly swerving, 
apparently fluke, cross-shot which 
deceived and evaded David de Gea. 

Inside a minute Bielsa”s players 
had levelled with Raphinha tapping 
in Dan James”s clever cross as Shaw, 
the Brazilian's supposed marker, 
dozed. When that equaliser survived 
a VAR review occasioned by Adam 
Forshaw”s perceived foul on Fer- 
nandes in the buildup, the celebra- 
tory roar may well have been audible 
on the other side of'the Pennines. 

After Ronaldo had been booked for 
dissent, the moment for Rangnick - 
who will have noted the ease with 
which James dodged Lingard and 
Aaron Wan-Bissaka - really to earn 
his money arrived. The German duly 
hooked the fading Lingard and, rather 
more contentiously, Pogba, introduc- 
ing Fred and Elanga. 

Talk about inspired. Shortly after 
that switch, a fluid Manchester 
United counterattack concluded 
with Sancho contributing the cutest 
of layoffs and Fred lashing home a 
superlative goal. 
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The celebrations, and the occa- 
sion, were scarred when an object 
struck Elanga on the head. Sadly it 
would not prove an isolated incident 
- Maguire picked another missile up 
from the pitch as the teams trooped 
off at half-time and presented it to 
the referee, Paul Tierney. 

Mercifully Elanga was not badly 
hurt and was able to rejoin the 
increasingly helter-skelter drama. 
After watching De Gea divert Stuart 
Dallas's volley, Rangnick decided 
caution was called for and switched 
to a back three, replacing Ronaldo 
with Raphaél Varane. 

Elanga appeared to have had the 
last word, the 19-year-old Swede 
sliding Manchester United”s fourth 
beneath Meslier after Fernandes”s 
exquisite flick confounded Pascal 
Struijk. It seemed a fitting finale but 
aless pleasingreality intruded as Jun- 
ior Firpo's foul on Elanga provoked a 
minor mass melee. 


Leeds 

4-2-1-3 

Meslier; Aylingº, 
Llorente (Gelhardt h-t), 
Struijko, Dallas; 
Forshaw?, Koch 


: Manchester United 

: 4-2-3-1 

: DeGea; Wan-Bissaka, 

: Lindelóf, Maguire, 

: Shawº; Pogba (Fred 67), 
: McTominay9; Lingard 
(Firpo? 31); Klicho; : (Elanga 67), Fernandes, 
James, Rodrigo, : Sancho; Ronaldo 
Harrison (Raphinha” ht) : (Varane85) 

: Subs not used 

: Henderson, Rashford, 

: Dalot, Alex Telles, Matic, 
: Mata 


Referee Paul Tierney 


Subs not used 
Klaesson, Roberts, 
Bate, Cresswell, 
Shackleton, Kenneh 


Missile shame 
Rangnick hits 
out over crowd 
coin strike 


Aaron Bower 


The Manchester United manager, Ralf 
Rangnick, condemnedtheunsavoury 
scenes which led to Anthony Elanga 
beingstruckby a coinfromthe Leeds 
United stand during a fiery contest 
at Elland Road, with the hosts 
investigating the incident. 

Elanga was hit by an object from 
the crowd in the aftermath of Fred”s 
goalwhichmadeit3-2inthe visitors” 
favour. The 19-year-old was unhurt 
andrecoveredto score United'sfourth 
in stoppage time and secure a vital 
three points on an afternoon when 
Rangnick”s side had earlier squan- 
dered a 2-0 half-time lead thanks to 
two second-halfgoals in two minutes 
from Rodrigo and Raphinha. 

“As far as I know there is some 
investigation going on from Leeds 
United” Rangnick said afterwards. 
“In the end, Anthony looked well 
and he was happy about scoring. 
Obviously things like that should 
not happen? 

The incident cast a shadow over 
a fiercely contested game, with no 
shortage of talking points. Rangnick 
praised his side for the maturity they 
showedin respondingto being pulled 
backleveland eventually going onto 
win the game. “It was a very intense 
game and if you were a neutral, you 
could say it was entertaining”” he 
said. “There were only few moments 
when nothing happened. 

“At half-time we were fully aware 
they”d have a go at us and play with 
more aggression. Rodrigo didn't 
intend to play the ball where he did 
but within two minutes, it's 2-2. 
We showed maturity and showed 
unity on the pitch and in the end we 
deserved to win” 

The victory moves United four 
points clear of fifth-placed West 
Ham after the Hammers” draw with 
Newcastle, while Leeds remain firmly 
entrenched in the relegation battle. 

They lost Robin Koch to a head 
injury in the first half, but only after 
the game had already been stopped 
because ofan earlier collision which 
left Koch bloodied and needingtreat- 
ment. When he was replaced, Leeds 
did not use a concussion substitute 
but Marcelo Bielsa appeared to 
suggest his withdrawal was not 
because of concussion concerns. 

“He had a cut in his head and 
what excludes him is the cut. Ifthe 
cut is the most significant thing 
than the knock he received, Iacted 
in accordance to that” 


A Anthony Elanga is brought to his 
knees to his teammates” concern 


“Analysis 


Barney Ronay Elland Road E , 
E” 
Sancho gives fraught 


Visitors momentum on 


his was an afternoon 

of blood and roses 

in Yorkshire, a fun, 

bruising, furious mess 

of a game. Midway 

through the second 
halfthere was an interlude where 
six players joined in a kind of 
rolling, whirling maul close to the 
centre circle, bodies entwined like 
a multicoloured octopus writhing 
on the quayside, the ball punted, 
thrashed, semi-forgotten. 

Attimes Manchester United 
almost seemed to get a hold on 
the day, to take the air out ofthis 
fury, only for a misplaced pass or a 
splash ofthe sodden pitch to leave 
them chasing back once again. But 
by the end it was an afternoon that 
seemed to offer something else too, 
a significant note in this ongoing, 
oddly fraught United mini-era. 

There had been strange noises 
around the red side of Manchester 
all week, whispers and groans, the 
sense of something rotten in the 
state of Ralf Rangnick. Nothing was 
resolved here. A rousing 4-2 win 
offered three more points en route 
to the season-saving goal of a place 
in the Champions League. But it 
felt like a purging experience all 
the same. 

This is a clattery metal hangar 
of a ground, the corrugated stands 
creating a uniquely footballing 
sound, like the tonal quality on 
a vinyl LP. At times that shared 
energy seemed to spill from the 
standsto the pitch, lines blurring 
as goals were scored, intruders 
wrestled by stewards, objects 
thrown. It was wild out there, a 
wild fixture on a wild afternoon at 
a wild moment in time. 

In the middle of all this, it was 
also a very good game for Jadon 
Sancho, who has begun to find 
himself here in recent weeks. 
Starting on the right, he was neat, 
effective and involved. He grew 
more assured as the game went on. 
He made more dribbles and had 
more passes in the attacking third 
than any other player. 

Sancho is like this at his best, 
arelentless source of pressure 
with the skill to produce his own 
bespoke little moments of skill and 
incision. Wind him up and let him 
go: he really should be nothing but 
an asset to this team. He also gave 
the final pass for two ofthe goals, 
although on both occasions others 
played a larger part in breaking 
Leeds open. Sancho is also still 
only 21 years old, an itinerant 
presence who has never played in 
an occasion quite like this, but still 
produced his best game at United. 


wild and rousing day 


Kt felt like a block to build 
around. Not to mention an 
interesting point of comparison 
with Paul Pogba, who started 
in a risky-looking midfield duo 
with Scott McTominay. In his 
hour and a bit on the pitch Elland 
Road witnessed a perfect running 
tableau of Pogba-ism, a rounded 
picture of inalienable strengths and 
inalienable weaknesses. 

Some will point to his almost 
total disappearance as Leeds came 
backto make it 2-2, a man suddenly 
doing a very slow cross-country 
jog in the middle of a rain-sodden 
football match. But Pogba was also 
United's main source of incision 
early on. At times he looked like 
the only person “playing football” 
in the middle of all that blunt and 
necessary energy. 

Pogba lost the ball, misplaced 
40% of his passes, was rolled like a 
revolving door in the centre circle 
and left face-down in the mulch. 

But he kept getting up. And 
he did the two best things in 
the opening half-hour. First he 
produced an opportunity so 
beautifully gift-wrapped it seemed 
to glimmer with spangles and rolled 
ribbons, standing up against Adam 
Forshaw, leaning one way, feinting 
back, then gliding into open space. 
The cross found a route through 
Diego Llorente's legs only for 
Ilan Meslier to produce a sublime 


Sancho is like this at 
his best, a relentless 
source of pressure 
who can produce 
his own bespoke 
moments ofskill 


one-handed save as Cristiano 
Ronaldo scuffed his connection. 

A few minutes later Pogba did 
it again, wriggling and bouncing 
away from two white shirts in 
the tiniest of spaces, like a man 
getting changed in a telephone 
box, then laying on a nudged pass 
for Bruno Fernandes to shoot. 
From the corner that followed 
Harry Maguire opened the 
scoring, holding off Forshaw and 
butting the ballinto the net. 

Fernandes scored United's 
second in first-half stoppage time. 
Victor Lindel6f spotted a huge 
open space and simply galloping 
forward. His pass found Sancho 
with time to hang a cross up for 
Fernandes to nod home almost 
inside the six-yard box. 


eeds were energised 
at the start of the 
second half. Rodrigo 
pulled one back. After 
which point a short 
Manchester United 
pass into Fernandes, standing 45 
yards from goal, stopped on the 
marshy grass and was duly stolen 
from his toe, leaving Fernandes 
in a wailing heap as Dan James's 
cross was turned in by Raphina. 
With 70 minutes gone it was 
3-2. Fred provided the finish, 
snaking in behind Sancho to 
take his elegant little layoff, 
then spanking the ballin from 
a sharp angle. Anthony Elanga 
added a fourth. And in that final 
20 minutes there was something 
else, a rare sense of grace for this 
cut-and-shut team, crammed 
with oddities, pressed-men, 
monuments to managers past. 
Faced with this obstacle, Ralf's 
United, a place of schisms and 
cliques, had produced something 
coherent and spirited. This was 
the real beauty of an occasion 
that felt at times like a trip into 
some rousing and deeply stylised 
version ofthe footballing past. 
Whatever the systemic issues, 
the weird structures, the sharp 
commercial teeth driving this 
club, the game still gets in at the 
edges. With Sancho beginning 
to bloom, this short-lived United 
team will feel it has something 
that passes for momentum. 


A Jadon Sancho was on form on a wet, stormy afternoon at Elland Road 
TOM PURSLOW/MANCHESTER UNITED/GETTY IMAGES 
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Beijing 2022 
e e VW Athletes enter the 
ud º Winter Olympics stadium during the closing 
ceremony in Beijing 
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China stagedan eventthat 
broughtus highs and lows 
against a backdrop of drugs, 
Covid, abuse and torment 


Beijing 


tthe end ofa Winter 
Olympics like no 
other, moments 
before a furious 
barrage of fireworks 
tattooed the Beijing 
skyline, the German president 
of the International Olympic 
Committee gave an extraordinarily 
upbeat assessment of these Games. 
“The Olympic spirit could only 
shine so brightly because the 
Chinese people set the stage in 
such an excellent way - andina 
safe way)” Thomas Bach said. “The 
Olympic villages were outstanding. 
The venues - magnificent. The 
organisation - extraordinary. On 
behalfofthe best winter sport 
athletes of the world, Isay: Thank 
you, our Chinese friends!” 
It had been, Bach added, a 


“truly exceptional” Winter Games. 
Exceptional? Yes. But in myriad 
ways: good and bad. 

However, ifthere is a lasting 
requiem to these Games, it was 
soundtracked by Kirill Richter”s 
enchanting melody In Memoriam, 
the musicto which the 15-year-old 
skater Kamila Valieva leapt and 
spun, performing the first quad in 
Olympic history during the team 
event. 

Itwas the Russian's calling card 
to the world. Another came less 
than 48 hours later when she failed 
a drugs test for the banned heart 
medication TMZ. What followed 
was one of the most extraordinary 
- and desperate weeks - in Olympic 
history. By turns Valieva was 
vilified, hounded, supported, 
temporarily reprieved by the court 
of arbitration for sport, and then - 
with the eyes ofthe world boring 
down on her in the individual event 
- her world finally fell apart. 

She fell twice. Departed the ice 
in tears. And then another twist 
ofthe knife as her coach, Eteri 
Tutberidze, lashed out at her. As 
aspectacle it was compelling, 
appalling and utterly sad. 


Not since Ben Johnson tested 
positive at the Seoul Games 
in 1988 has a drugs scandal so 
discombobulated our sensibilities; 
so shocked the world. This, after 
all, is a 15-year-old. She could 
never have acquired banned drugs 
by herself. Essentially it was cold 
abuse by a different name. 

Another tragedy: Valieva, who 
is widely regarded as the greatest 
female skater the world has seen, 
will probably never compete in a 
Winter Olympics again. 

She was not the only 
extraordinary story that night. The 
runner-up, Alexandra Trusova, 
performed five quads but still 
lostto another Russian, Anna 
Shcherbakova. “Ihate skating. 
Thateit. hate this sport? she 
shouted afterwards. “Iwillnever go 
out on the ice again!” It made Tonya 
and Nancy look tame. 

Itwas the story of these Games 
and then some. However, Valieva's 
drug case may not be settled 
for months and there was huge 
sympathy for the US and Japan 
teams that came second behind 
the Russian Olympic Committee in 
the team skating. They never gotto 


enjoy their moment on the podium 
in Beijing. 

Chatting to Max Cobb, the 
president and chief executive of 
US biathlon, reminded me over the 
weekend that this is not new. “Over 
the last three decades Ihave been 
a part ofevery Olympic Winter 
Games, as a coach, organiser or 
official” he said. “Sadly, Ihave 
witnessed more than my fair share 
of doping scandals and what Ican 
say with 100% certainty is that the 
athletes who were cheated were the 
last ones the system served. 


e 


DAVID J PHILLIP/AP PHOTO 


A Kamila Valieva breaks down after the trauma ofher free skate programme 


“The victims were the biggest 
losers. Their moments of glory 
were stolen from them only to have 
scant recognition which in far too 
many instances came years later?” 

Of course there were incredible 
sporting moments, too. For 16 years 
Lindsey Jacobellis was known as 
the snowboarder who was miles 
clear ofthe Turin 2006 Olympics 
board cross final - until she fell 
on the penultimate jump while 
showing off by taking a celebratory 
grab of her board. At the ripe old 
age of 36 she redeemed herself 
by winning two snowboard cross 
golds. 

There was the heartache and 
bravery of Mikaela Shiffrin, who 
came into these Games hunting five 
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Medaltable 
) 1] Total 
Norway 16 8 13 37 
Germany 12 10 5 27 
China 9 4 2 15 
USA 8 10 7 25 
Sweden 8 5 5 18 
Netherlands 8 5 4 17 
Austria 7 7 4 18 
Switzerland 7 2 5 14 
ROC 6 12 14 32 
France 5 7 2 14 
Canada 4 8 14 26 
Japan 3 6 9 18 
Italy 2 7 8 17 


medals but left with none - and yet 
still found time to speak powerfully 
about her loss to the media. The 

US figure skater Nathan Chen was 
extraordinary as he won Olympic 
gold. The Norwegian biathlete 
Johannes Thingnes Boe won 

four gold medals as his country 
dominated the medal table again. 

But these Games will linger in the 
memory for other reasons, too - in 
particular the extraordinary closed- 
loop system, which meant that 
athletes, officials and journalists 
were not allowed any interaction 
with mainline China. 

Incredibly everyone at the 
Games also had to do a daily PCR 
test and lived under the threat of 
being placed into a special isolation 
facility ifthey had a positive. As the 
speed skater Claudia Pechstein put 
it, when asked what her main target 
was for Beijing: “To be negative for 
Covid?” She was far from alone. 

But such a policy, while 
immensely suffocating, worked. 
Yesterday Juan Antonio 
Samaranch, chair of the IOC 
Coordination Commission for 
Beijing, said the system had worked 
“100%” - with 1.8 million Covid- 

19 tests conducted during the 
Games with only 437 positive tests 
reported. 

And, ultimately, China will be 
delighted with how these Games 
went. After all, these were an 
Olympics that began under a series 
of shadows: with spiky questions 
over human rights, particularly in 
the western Xinjiang region - where 
more than a million Uyghurs are in 
re-education camps - and the fate 
ofthe tennis player Peng Shuai. 

But while these issues bubbled 
under, particularly when China 
chose the Uyghur cross-country 
skier Dinigeer Yilamujiangto light 
the flame, and when the Beijing 
spokesman Yan Jiarong claimed 
that “so-called forced labour” in 
the region was “lies” - they never 
dominated the discourse. 

China also ended these Games 
third in the table with 15 medals, 
including nine golds. They 
would certainly have taken that 
beforehand. Notably at the closing 
ceremony their two biggest stars, 
the 18-year-olds Su Yiming and 
Eileen Gu, walked into the stadium 
together for the parade. 

Asthey did so, Xi Jinping 
applauded in approval. And, ifyou 
looked closely, you could even 
detect a smile. 


Skiing 
Austria win team gold 
as Shiffrin misses out 


Bryan Armen Graham 
Beijing 


home empty-handed from 

Beijing after the USA missed 
the podium by 0.42 seconds in the 
mixed team parallel yesterday. 

The 26-year-old American - the 
headline attraction of a US team 
including River Radamus, Paula 
Moltzan and Tommy Ford - came 
tantalisingly close to a redemptive 
bronze after defeating a Slovakia 
team withouttheir star Petra Vlhova 
in their opening tie before upsetting 
Italy to reach the medal round. 

But the Americans were denied 
a shot at gold by Germany in the 
semi-finals, then bowed to Norway 
in a bronze-medal match-up on a 
tie-breakerto finish fourth and out of 
the medals. The top-seeded Austria 
won the gold in the mixed-gender 
team event, which debuted on the 
Olympic programme four years ago 
in Pyeongchang, edging outa German 
team who took the silver. 

The knockout competition rep- 
resented Shiffrin”s last chance at a 
medal after she finished no better 
than ninth in five individual races 
while failingto crossthe finishlinein 
threeofthem, an outcomethat would 
have beenunthinkable a fortnightago 
when the three-times overall World 
Cup champion and two-times Olym- 
picchampion arrived with designs on 
Janica Kostelic's women's record of 
four medals ata single Winter Games. 

“I am not disappointed)” Shiffrin 


E Mikaela Shiffrin will travel 


said. “I have had a lot of disap- 
pointing moments at these Games. 
Today is not one of them - today is 
my favourite memory. This was the 
best possible way thatIcould imagine 
ending the Games, skiing with such 
strong teammates” 

The last alpine skiing event of the 
Beijing Games finally went off yes- 
terday, having been postponed for a 
day because of high winds, onthe Ice 
River course that has been a house of 
horrors for Shiffrin at these Olympics. 
She entered the curtain-dropper hav- 
ing not made it to the bottom of the 
coursein the slalom, the giant slalom 
and the slalom portion ofthe alpine 
combined, skiing out three times in 
thetechnicalraces that are the foun- 
dation of her dominance. 

The Americans were seeded sixth 


in the bracket-style competition 
where each round consists of two 
men and two women going head to 
head on adjacent courses in a series 
of four heats. The team with the 
majority of wins in each match-up 
advancesto the next round while 2-2 
deadlocks are decided by the lower 
combined time ofeach teams fastest 
man and fastest woman. 

The courseis shorter - most ofthe 
runs yesterday lasted about 25sec - 
and eventhe competitors themselves 
admit the stakes are considerably 
lower. But there is no question that 
amedal could have offered some con- 
solation for Shiffrin amid the lowest 
period of a professional life defined 
by dizzying highs. 

Shiffrin completed four clean 
runs down the abbreviated giant 
Slalom course on another morning 
of high winds and sub-zero tem- 
peratures on the south side of Xiao- 
haituo Mountain. But after winning 
her opening heat from the lead-off 
position to help the USA advance 
past Slovakia, she was placed on the 
slower red course for the final three 
match-ups and lost each time. 

The full-day postponement 


A Mikaela Shiffrin and the US team lost the bronze-medal match to Norway 


DENIS BALIBOUSE/REUTERS 


because of 65kph (40mph) gusts at 
the top of the course on Saturday 
forced Shiffrin to alter her travel 
plans, a decision she did not make 
lightly ahead ofthe World Cup races 
in Crans Montana, Switzerland, 
next week. But the American said 
the opportunity to cap an Olympic 
experience that has notalways been 
pleasant alongside her teammates 
was worth the sacrifice. 

“Twenty-four hours makes a really 
big difference when I think about 
my individual goals, my personal 
goals, for the rest ofthe season? said 
Shiffrin, who narrowly leads Vlhova 
atop the leaderboard in pursuit of 
her fourth overall World Cup crystal 
globe. “There was absolutely some 
thought that the 24 hours makes a 
difference to be still pushing and 
using that energy. I decided to stay 
because I wanted to compete with 
my teammates. I couldn't possibly 
imagine leaving. 

Once a teenage prodigy who 
became the youngest Olympic sla- 
lom championin history atthe Sochi 
Games, Shiffrin has since blossomed 
fromaspecialistinto the worlds best 
all-around skier, branching out into 
the speed events with success and 
becoming the only skier, male or 
female, to win World Cup racesin all 
six disciplines. 

Her three Olympicmedals include 
goldin slalom in 2014 andin giant sla- 
lomin2018, while her 73 career wins 
in World Cup races are third-most on 
theall-timeleaderboard, trailing only 
the Swedish great Ingemar Stenmark 
(86) and long-time US teammate. 
Lindsey Vonn (82). 

TheUS completed the alpine skiing 
programme in Beijing with only one 
medal out of a possible 30 in indi- 
vidualevents: Ryan Cochran-Siegle's 
surprise silver in the super-G. That 
matched the country's lowest overall 
haulatan Olympics since 1998, when 
Picabo Street's famous super-G gold 
represented their only medal. 


BOA chief says 
UK needs to be 
tough on own 

guilty athletes 


G Continued from page 44 


into Valieva found that this was part 
ofasporting system that was doping 
this deliberately, ofcourse we'd sup- 
porta harsher ban” 

Anson said he was also open to a 
review of age limits in the wake of 
the Valieva caseto protect vulnerable 
children. “This a global story and a 
pretty awful one? he said. “The IOC 
and everyone involved has to act 
and push this thing as far as they 
can. It's not easy. Iwas on the tennis 
tour when there was the match-fixing 
scandalin Poland, and wetriedto get 
to the bottom of that in Russia and 
the policemen who were leading that 
decided they would not be around if 
they carried on that investigation” 

Anson also admitted that, if Brit- 
ain was going to call other countries 
out for doping, italso hadto betough 
on its own athletes who committed 
anti-doping rule violations. 


“Ifwe're goingto sithere and criti- 
cise the Russians for the Valieva case, 
we need to be as tough as [we] pos- 
sibly can be when doping happensin 
the UK? he said when asked about GB 
losing its Tokyo 4x100m relay silver 
medalafter CJUjah was foundto have 
banned drugs in his urine. 

“Ifit was down to me personally, 
someone found guilty of a doping 
offence would never compete for 
Team GB again. 

“Pm not sure legally Pd always 
win that battle but that's how I 
feel about it. We want to send out 
the clearest possible message that 
it's unacceptable? 

Anson also praised Team Eve Muir- 
head and Team Bruce Maout, who 
won women's curling gold and men?s 
curlingsilver, as Britain finished 19th 
inthe Beijing medaltable. “They have 
really kept us going and happy and 
positive. The gold medal is just the 
icing on the cake after a long, long 
time away from home and it's been 
well deserved?” 


Forme the guilty 


would not compete 
for Team GB again 


Andy Anson 
BOA chiefexecutive 
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Esta 
Lindholm suffers frozen 
penis during 50km race 


The men's 5okm mass start 
E skiiing race at the Beijing 

Games was shortened to 
30km but that did little to help 
Finland”s Remi Lindholm, who 
needed a heat pack at the end of 
the raceto thaw out a particularly 
sensitive body part. Lindholm 
spent just under an hour and 16 
minutes traversing the course in 
howling, freezing winds, leading 
to his penis becoming frozen for 
the second time in a cross-country 
skiing race, following a similar 
incident in Ruka, Finland last year. 
“You can guess which body part 
was a little bit frozen when 
finished ... it was one ofthe worst 
competitions Pve been in” he told 
Finnish media. With organisers 
worried about frostbite during 
Saturdays race, it was delayed by 
an hour and shortened by 20km. 
The thin suits and under-layers 
worn by racers, as well as plasters 


to cover their faces and ears, 
offered little protection. “When the 
body parts started to warm up, the 
pain was unbearable” he added. 
Reuters 


| Icehockey 
: Finland finally strike 
: gold after beating ROC 


a Finland came from behind to 


defeat the Russian Olympic 
Committee (ROC) 2-1in the 


: men'sice hockey final to take an 

: Olympictitle for the first time. 

: After being losing finalists twice, 

: the Finns finally struck gold. “This 
: means a lot, first time we made 

: history today, it feels great)” said 

: forward Markus Granlund. AP 


| Germans slide to victory 
: With another one-two 


After a one-two finish in 
the women's bobsleigh, 
with Laura Nolte holding 


: off Mariama Jamanka, Germany 
: extended their historic sliding 

: dominance in Beijing. Francesco 
: Friedrich and Johannes Lochner 
: piloted their four-man teams to 

: another German one-two. AP 


England upbeat 
after finishing 
all square 

with Spain 
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BOA hits out over 
Valieva episode as 
Team GB strike gold 


Beijing 


The British Olympic Association 
wants a harsher ban imposed on 
Russia if it can be proved that its 
sporting system deliberately doped 
the15-year-old skater Kamila Valieva. 

Speaking at the end of the Bei- 
jing Games, which ended with a 
gold medal at last for Britain in the 
women's curling, the BOA chief 
executive, Andy Anson, described 
Valieva”s treatment as “horrific” and 
revealed it had lobbied the Interna- 
tional Olympic Committee to investi- 
gatetheskater's entourage oneortwo 
days before the IOC decided to act. 

Russia was officially banned from 
the Winter Olympics, althoughit was 
allowed to compete underthe banner 
of the Russian Olympic Committee. 
But Anson indicated that his organi- 
sation would back a stiffer punish- 
mentifa wider investigation proved 
Russia wrongdoing. 


“The Valieva stuff is horrific” 
Anson said. “I don't think we can 
pretend thatit's anything other than 
that. The investigationinto everyone 
around her needsto be thorough and 
go as deep as it possibly can because 
what happened there was just 
completely unacceptable” 

Valieva”s doping case dominated 
these Games after her positive test 
forthe banned heart drug Trimetazi- 
dine was reported a day after she 
inspired the Russians to team skat- 
ing gold. She was then allowed to 
continue competing by the court of 
arbitration for sport but, under the 
most severe pressure, she fell twice 
in the individual figure skating and 
finished fourth. 

To make matters worse, Valieva 
was then scolded by her coach, Eteri 
Tutberidze, as she left the ice in 
tears - something the IOC president, 
Thomas Bach, condemned the 
next morning. 

Anson said: “I have to say Pve 
found the IOC very open. We've had 
discussions. We were pushing at the 
beginningthat the entourageneeded 
thoroughly investigatingand a day or 
two that's what came out. Itsounded 
like they listened?” 

When asked whether he supported 
a unilateral ban on Russia, Anson 
said: “The Sochi doping was clearly 
systematic and covered the whole 
team. That deservedto be punished. 

“We were very frustrated by the 
Casrulingthat reduced the ban from 
four to two years. Istill can't under- 
stand the logic of reducing 
that. If the investigation 


Jonathan 
Wilson on a 
title race with 
fresh intrigue 


Oeemiiewer 
| do 


celebrate Manchester United's 
third goal, before the flashpoint 
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Blood and 
thunder 
Reds win but 
game marred 
by coin shame 


Leeds2 Man Utd4 


City condemn 
attacks on 
Foden's family 
at Khan-Brook 
boxing event 


Phil Foden and the Manchester City 
player's family were the subject of 
an abusive attack at Manchester's 
AO Arena over the weekend which 
has caused shock at his club, after a 
video ofthe incident was circulated 
on social media. 

Foden and a woman believed to 
be his mother, Claire, were shownin 
the film being hounded in the back- 
stage area of the venue before they 
and their entourage entereda private 
box for refuge. 

The woman emerged a moment 
later and, after a scuffle, is seen being 
hitby aman, following which a fight 
occurred. 

It is understood that directly 


before the episode shown in the 
footage, Foden - who was attending a 
boxing event headlined by Amir Khan 
and Kell Brookat the AO Arena on Sat- 
urday night - had been harassed by a 
group of people whom he had tried 
to ignore. 

A City statement said: “The club 
is aware of a video which has circu- 
lated on social media showing Phil 
Foden and his family being harassed 
and abused. 

“We are shocked and appalled [by] 
the nature ofthe abuse and ensuing 
assault on one of PhiPs family mem- 
bers. We willcontinueto give Phil and 
his family all the support and assis- 
tance they need? 


Foden was one ofa contingent of 
City players at the Khan-Brook fight 
who had attended following their 
earlier 3-2 Premier League defeat by 
Tottenham. 

Theattack occurred after the bout 


A Phil Foden (centre) and a family 
member are harassed in Manchester 


and is understood to have caused 
Foden and his family and friends 
particular distress due to their view 
that they were blameless during the 
incident. 

In a statement provided to the 
Guardian last night, the Greater 
Manchester Police said: “GMP are 
aware ofa video circulating on social 
media showing a disturbance at the 
AO Arenalastnight (Saturday 19 Feb- 
ruary 2022). 

“We are conducting some further 
enquiries into the circumstances sur- 
rounding the incident” 

Itisunderstood the police have not 
received any reportand so are acting 
proactively. 
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“Tt's a curious 

experiment' 

Charlie Brooker 

on his latest creation: 

a cartoon cat 
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The robots 
are coming! 
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“After 35 years of teaching, I became Magic Frank' 


hen Frank 
FarrelPs 
retirement 
day camein 
2018 - after 
35 years of 
teaching - everyone thought he 
“would be straight down the pub to 
celebrate”. Instead, he stayed sober 
and prepared his materials: the 
next day he began his new career 
as a magician. He was 60, and he 
didn't yet feel like a magician, 
but that weekend Mr Farrell the 
English teacher gave way to Magic 
Frank. Under this stage name, he 
performed 10 shows ata Harry 
Potter convention in Manchester. 

Farrell had been dabbling in 
magic since his 30s, but the scale 
ofthese gigs - he was paid nearly 
£2,000 - struck him as “a mark of 
respect” and validation. “Istarted 
to consider myself a magician, not 
someone who does a bit of magic 
on the side? 

Amentalist who specialises 


in card tricks, Farrell performs 
“parlour shows” at weddings, 
birthdays or Women's Institute 
gatherings. The audience's gaze is 
so intense, he feels his hands burn. 
Applause breaks from this “sense 
of wonder ... Someone has seen 
something that logic tells them 
cannot happen, but which they've 
just seen happen? he says. “Usually 
people start laughing. It makes me 
laugh as well. It feels good” 

Asa child, Farrell loved magic. 
The son of Irish immigrants - 
his father worked in building 
foundations, his mother as a home 
help - he grew up in Romford, 
Essex. Occasionally he trekked 
to the joke shop on Tottenham 
Court Road in London to splurge 
his pocket money on a stink bomb 
or two, or a device to vanish a 
ha'penny. “But it fizzled out 
because there was nothing to 
nurture it” he says. “IT didn't know 
that there”s thousands of books 
on magic” 


Instead, he gotinto acting. “I 
think you can see a theme here” 
he says, sounding every inch the 
English teacher. “A need for an 
audience? 

He reprised the magicin his 
30s after he and his wife, Sheila, 
returned from a trip to India. Sheila 
had impressed some children with 
an illusion in which she seemed 
to pass a thread through her neck. 
Farrell thought: “When I get home 
Plllearn some. It's a useful thing if 
there's children around? 

He bought a magic book, 
practised tricks, even found a 
magic club in Manchester. He and 
Sheila had two boys, who were 
mostly unimpressed by the tricks 
as children. Farrell never worked 
his magic at school, except as an 
activity during enrichment week, 
when pupils had a chanceto 
learn something different to their 
normal lessons. 

In some ways, maybe teaching 
was another parlour show, though. 


FarrelPs style was “a bit offbeat 

... Iplayed music. Itriedto bring 
comedy into the classroom?” He 
put on voices, loved wordplay, and 
for minor misdemeanours asked 
students to apologise to his pot 
plants. At his final summer fair, 
some of the students wore masks 
with his face on. 

Teaching, like magic, is 
transformative - albeit “a much 
slower process of transformation”, 
he says. “With magic you get 
immediate feedback ifit works 
well. In teaching, that moment 
might never come. Evenifyou 
have had that effect, you might not 
know? At firstit was a shockto live 
without a timetable. But Farrell 
now rehearses for an hour a day, 
has up to nine bookings in a month, 
and spends the rest of the time 
pitching, handling enquiries and 
deepening his art. 

He has finally shaken off any 
sense of being an impostor. “Ican 
genuinely call myselfa magician, 


because people are paying meto 
doit? 

Needing validation is a theme, 
he says, but he is unsure why 
and doesn't like to “navel gaze”. 
Maybe it “came from having a very 
ordinary background”, but he adds: 
“Don't we all want to feel special?” 

The ability to transform and to 
create wonder are important to 
Farrell, and Iask what, in himself, 
has caused him the greatest 
wonder? 

“Ifind the process of becoming 
older quite amazing?” he answers. 
“Ihave discovered that Iam far 
more self-confident, more relaxed 
... Tam living exactly the type of life 
Iwantto live” When people ask 
about his retirement, he likes to 
reply: “Pve always been happy but 
never been happier” 

Paula Cocozza 

Tellus: has your life taken anew 
direction after the age of 60? Fill 
in the form at theguardian.com/ 
new-start-after-60 
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How we met 'She was giving 
out free footballs. Ithought 
she was really beautiful 


Nick met Tess in 
Bordeaux while watching 
Wales in the Furos. But it 
was only when she made 
a dashto the airportto 
see him offthat they 
shared their first kiss 


n January 2016, Nick's mother died. 
He had only been livingin Bristol for 
six months when it happened. “It 
was difficult because I didn't know 
many people” he says. A week later, 
his girlfriend dumped him by text. 
“It was a really bad time. Pd relocated from 
my home town of Wrexham to be a theatre 


operations manager, but I was lonely” he says. 


He decided to cheer himselfup with a 
tripto France to watch Euro 2016 with a 
friend. “We weren't able to gettickets, but 
the city had set up massive fan zones with 
huge screens for watching the games)” he 
says. “We were supporting Wales in their 
game against Slovakia?” Allaround, there 
were promotional stands giving out free 
merchandise. That's when Nick spotted Tess, 
a French student who was working as a host 
at the event. 

“She was giving out free footballs, and I 
thought she was really beautiful” he says. 
Tess thought Nick was “cute”, too. “He tried 
to convince me to give him a football, but I 
couldn't because we had a limited supply 
and children were prioritised” She told him 
to come back at the end of the day to see if 
she had any left. “At that point, I stuffed one 
under my seat so there would be one left? 
she says. When Nick returned, he asked if 
she'd like to go for dinner. “Isaid yes, but 
wasn't expecting him to remember? says 
Tess. Like many other supporters, he'd had a 
few drinks. 

They exchanged Facebook details and 
agreed to meet at a traditional French 
restaurant the next day. The conversation 


flowed easily, but there was no kiss at the 
end ofthe night. “Iwas a bit confused?” she 
admits. The following day, they met for 
coffee before Nick travelled home, but there 
was stillno kiss. “was disappointed because 
Iliked him and he was leaving” says Tess. 

As she lived near the airport, she decided 
to give things one last try. “There was only 
one flight a day to Bristol, soIwentto seeifl 
could catch him before he got on the plane; 
she says. Just as she was about to give up and 
go home, she spotted Nick. “Iwas checking in 
for my flight and thinking about the amazing 
time Pd had? he says. “It was the first time Pd 
felttruly happy in months. When Isaw Tess, 
Iwas blown away?” They shared their first 
kiss at the airport. Over the next few weeks, 
Nick made two more trips to Bordeaux. By 
September, they had agreedto give their 
long-distance relationship a shot. 

In 2017, Tess moved to London with a 
friend, so she and Nick were able to see 
each other more regularly. The following 
year, they began making plans to move in 
together. “We decided to move to Liverpool, 
as it's cheaper than London, and closer to 
Nick's family? says Tess. “Iwas working for 
Pret a Manger and they were able to transfer 
my job? Nick joined her, six months later, 
in early 2019. He now works for the Royal 
Liverpool Philharmonic Hall. That year, Tess 
proposed on a trip to Edinburgh. “It was 
meant to be at the castle but the wind was 
so strong he wouldn?t have been able to hear 
me) says Tess. “The restaurant was noisy, 
too, so in the end I proposed while watching 
TVat our B&B” Their wedding was delayed 
dueto Covid, but they plan to marry in 
Bordeaux this May. 

“The thing Ilove most about Tess is her 
positivity? says Nick. “She always has a great 
outlook on life and it's really infectious” Tess 
appreciates his respectful nature. “From the 
start, we could have a mature conversation 
about so many different things. He is so 
interesting and has so much knowledge. 
There's nothing we can't talk about? 

Lizzie Cernik 

Want to share your story? Tellus about 
yourself; your partner and how you got 
together at theguardian.com/how-we-met 


Unable to access 
credit, many 
desperate people 
are turning to 
loan sharks or 
illegal lenders on 
social media. By 
Daisy Schofield 


ichelle, 
48, a single mother of three, was 
stressed, vulnerable and broke. She 
had recently moved to a new area 
in Tyne and Wear after escaping 
an abusive relationship, and when 
her working hours were cut back 
at the beginning of the pandemic, 
money became tight. “It was soul- 
destroying? she says. Desperate, 
and in need of cash for her son”s 
birthday, she was delighted when 
another mother at her child”s 
school offered to lend her £50. The 
woman said she knew what it was 
like to need a little extra and that 
she could pay her back next month. 

That £50 turned into thousands 
changing hands, in cash, over 
several months, with no records 
kept. “She made it her business to 
know exactly what days money 
went in my bank? says Michelle 
(whose name has been changed). 
Forced to pay “double bubble” 
interest (the amount of the original 
loan, plus the same again on top), 
Michelle soon found the debt 
spiralling out of control and loan 
sharks pursuing her. 

“Igotto the point of wanting to 
end everything” says Michelle. 
“Iwas suicidal and didn't know 


who to goto” The loan shark 
resorted to intimidation: she 

was sent threatening messages; 
people threw things at her 

house, left unwanted items on 

her doorstep and smashed the 
windows. Michelle eventually fled 
with her children, leaving all her 
possessions behind, and was placed 
in temporary accommodation just 
before Christmas last year. After 
seeking help from England Illegal 
Money Lending Team (IMLT), 

she has turned her life around. 

Her circumstances are far from 
unusual: two-thirds ofthe victims 
IMLT helped last year thought they 
were borrowing from a friend. 

Michelle is one ofabout 9 
million people who have borrowed 
more than usual since the start 
ofthe pandemic, according to 
the Office for National Statistics. 
While not every debtor falls prey 
to loan sharks, feelings of shame 
and isolation are widespread. 
Individuals are rarely met with 
understanding, leading many to 
blame themselves. But no one is 
immune to debt. “I would love 
to think that the pandemic has 
made us more understanding, 
butI don't thinkit has” says Clare 
Seal, the author of Five Steps to 
Financial Wellbeing. “There's 
stilla misconception that people 
are in debt because they are 
wasting money? 

The Covid-19 pandemic has 
divided the nation's wealth like 
never before. With lockdowns 
curtailing opportunities to splash 
out, British households built up 
their savings to the second-highest 
level on record at the start ofthe 
year. But millions of others have 
lost jobs or been furloughed, 
plunging them into debt, while a 
temporary uplift to universal credit 
has ended. Since March 2020, more 
than 11 million people have built 
up £25bn ofarrears and debt to 
pay for essentials, with a smaller 
group of households facing severe 
financial distress. 

As Seal points out, the risein 
remote working has accelerated 
this polarisation. “There's a stark 
divide between people who were 
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able to work from home - they 
have saved on travel expenses, 
maybe moved outto a city that is 
more affordable, and are now doing 
hybrid working long-term - and the 
people who have lost everything? 

“Debt advisers say they have had 
many first-time callers” says Laura 
Whateley, the author of Money: A 
User's Guide. “Government support 
has fallen away justas we're seeing 
terrifying rises in energy bills, 
high inflation and no slowdown 
of soaring house prices and rents... 
We're only just starting to see 
the impact? 

Seal says that the pandemic has 
seen a shift away from the type of 
credit card borrowing that landed 
her in £27,000 of debt. People are 
instead turning to buy-now-pay- 
later platforms, such as Klarna 
and Clearpay, and salary-advance 
schemes, which have soared in 
popularity over the past year. “A 
change in the way that people 
borrow isn't necessarily bad, but 
these products are unregulated;” 
she says. 

Moreover, the high interest 
charged on these loans means that, 
for many, they are a curse instead of 
salvation. According to Whateley, 
those with a bad credit rating “are 
often limited to payday loans or 
extremely high interest lenders, 
which can lead you down a path of 
unmanageable debt”. 

The number of people looking 
to borrow from friends and family 
has risen since the start ofthe 
pandemic, from 5.1 million in 
February 2020 up to 5.9 million 
in October 2020. In some cases, 
people have turned to strangers, 


which has helped to cultivate a 
cottage industry of lenders looking 
to make extra cash. 

On Reddit, DIY money-lending 
communities have seen a surge of 
activity since lockdown began in 
the UK. These online spaces - most 
notably the subreddit r/borrow 
- allow lenders and borrowers to 
connect with each other directly, 
and people turn to the forum as 
an alternative to payday loans. 
Accordingto data collected on r/ 
borrow by the Consumer Council, 
the average interest for UK-based 
requests was 130%, with the 
average amount borrowed totalling 
£148. Any registered Reddit user 
who meets the account criteria 
can request a peer-to-peer loan by 
posting on 1/borrow, bypassing the 
need for any kind of credit check. 

One user of the subreddit is 
Ryan Buckley, 30, a stay-at-home 
dad from West Yorkshire, whose 
bad credit rating left him with 
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There's stilla 
misconception 
that people are 
in debt because 
they are wasting 
their money 


few options during the pandemic. 
“Having the kids quarantined at 
home, away from school for more 
than a year, tookits tollon our 
financial wellbeing? he says. 

“We rely on the children having, 
at minimum, lunch at school. 
Money just doesn't stretch as far 
these days? 

Buckley first turned to the 
subreddit towards the end of last 
year for short-term emergency 
loans - first for £30, and then £100 
- over the space oftwo months. He 
is now paying back a loan of £200 
over two months, which was to 
help with “general shopping” over 
the Christmas period. 

Borrowers and lenders on the 
subreddit often share a distrust 
of traditional banks and lenders, 
preferring instead the platform's 
human element. As Buckley put 
it: “You're borrowing from a real 
person, not a company, somebody 
who understands situations, lends 
with compassion and isn't trying 
to extort” Many lenders on the 
subreddit claim to be motivated 
by a desire to help people in need, 
whether it's providing loans to 
those looking to top up universal 
credit or who need help getting by 
on furlough payments. 

But Reddit can be a minefield, 
and it is not uncommon for a 
borrower to vanish before repaying 
a loan. While r/borrow has a 
reputation for being relatively well 
moderated, on other subreddits - 
such as 1/loans and r/simpleloans 
- scamming is even more rife. 
Abuses by lenders include asking 
borrowers for unnecessary 
information for use in scams, 


including password information, 
and access to the borrower”s 
computer. In some cases, this has 
led to borrowers being conned out 
of thousands of pounds. According 
to the Wales IMLT, which is 
funded by the Financial Conduct 
Authority to target illegal money 
lenders, nearly a third of Reddit's 
lenders either had no track record 
of lending, or were subsequently 
banned from Reddit due to 
account violations. 

While Reddit has offered to help 
some, Catherine Williams at IMLT 
is concerned about how people 
are borrowing from these online 
spaces. “Giving out your bank 
details to someone you don't know 
- that's a terrifying thing to do?” she 
says. “Even if they are not a loan 
shark, ifyou borrow money from an 
individual, you are not protected?” 
Although the moderators ofthe 
subreddit help to mediate disputes, 
provide advice and block users who 
do not adhere to Reddit's terms 
of service, ultimately allloans are 
treated by Reddit as a civil matter. 

With regard to the proliferation 
of money-lending communities 
on the platform, Reddit says its 
terms of service “prohibit illegal 
transactions and we enforce these 
policies across the platform. We 
also regularly review subreddits 
for compliance with our policies. 
In some instances, we work 
directly with moderators to 
ensure users are warned ofrisks in 
relevant communities, and many 
communities impose strict rules 
and requirements related to user 
transactions on top of our 
content policy” 


his form of quick, 
social-media enabled lending is not 
limited to Reddit. According to the 
IMLT, the pandemic has seen an 
increase in reports of illegal money 
lenders operating on social media 
platforms - among them Facebook, 
Craigslist and Snapchat. 

Dating apps have also been used 
as a platform for illegal lending; 
Williams describes one case in 
which a Grindr user shared nude 
photos with a match, ffom whom 
they subsequently borrowed 
money. The person who lent the 
money eventually threatened to 
leak those photos ifthe borrower 
refused to keep paying. Likewise, 
onr/borrow, there have been cases 
oflenders soliciting nude photos as 
security to ensure payment. 

But there are safer alternatives 
for people unable to turn to banks 
or who cannot afford the high 


interest rates of payday lenders. 
Credit unions - local organisations 
where members pool savings to 
lend to other members - have 
proved to be a lifeline for many 
people during the pandemic. There 
are about 240 credit unions across 
the UK, with 1.4 million members. 

These institutions tend to 
offer more affordable and lenient 
repayment terms to those who may 
struggle to borrow elsewhere. Adam 
Male, the chief executive officer of 
Kent Savers Credit Union, says that 
while they “can't lend to absolutely 
everyone”, Kent Savers - like many 
other credit unions - has “a pretty 
low bar to entry”. Male says Kent 
Savers was able to provide support 
to members unable to repay their 
loans dueto the pandemic. “We're 
going to work with the borrower 
to their advantage, rather than 
goingto a credit department and 
becoming aggressive” 

This is not to say credit unions 
are the best option for everyone. 
“The main downside is that rates 
can be significantly higher on 
credit union loans than the loans 
or credit cards you would get from 
conventional banks. So usually, it 
is cheaper to borrow elsewhere) 
says Whateley. “But for those who 
can't access conventional banks 
because they don't have a good 
credit score, this could be a more 
affordable option than really high- 
costlenders”” 

Ontop ofthis, credit unions 
are rarely able to offer the type of 
emergency, instant loans that can 
be sourced elsewhere. Their focus, 
according to Male, is on long-term 
loans and offering members a 
“financial education”. This might 
mean, for example, encouraging 
members to build a savings habit 
by depositing a small amount of 
money each week. 

“Credit unions arelessinitto 
make a profit; a lot ofthe money 
goes back to the community? says 
Seal. But, of course, there is only so 
much an individual can do when 
it comes to borrowing. “It's much 
easier to look after your financial 
wellbeingifyou have a high level of 
privilege. People without privilege 
and without agency are absolutely 
reliant on government policy? 

To begin to address the Covid 
debt crisis, Seal says that the 
government should immediately 
reintroduce the universal credit 
uplift and expedite the regulation 
ofbuy now, pay later. “Those two 
changes - one that should never 
have happened, and one that has 
been promised for a long time - 
would make a huge difference? she 
says. Until this takes place, more 
and more people will fall prey to 
nefarious money lenders, or end up 
relying on unregulated corners of 
the internet to make ends meet. 
Samaritans can be contacted on 116 
123 or email jo(osamaritans.org 
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You have 
to fight for 
yourself" 


Joanna Scanlan is 
tipped to win her 
first Bafta at the age 
of 60. She talks to 
Emine Saner 
about having a 
breakdown, facing 


sexism - and finding 
her self-belief 


hen Joanna 
Scanlan arrives, she is hidden 
beneath a yellow raincoat, glasses 
steamed up, blown through the 
door as ifthe gathering storm 
outside has washed her ashore. “I 
am so sorry for dragging you out 
here)” she says, laughing slightly 
hysterically, as she sheds the layers. 
Scanlan is filming in rural Wales - 
she, her husband and their dog are 
renting a cottage nearby - and this 
cafe, also in the middle ofnowhere, 
was her suggestion. We are the only 
customers, but there are pots of 
tea and welsh cakes, and Scanlan is 
great company, so allis well. 

She grew up in Wales, so this 
job - flming The Light in the Hall, 
athriller, for which she has had to 
learn some Welsh - is something of 
a homecoming. Being here is also 
a detachment from London, and 
everything that goes with her job 
outside of being on set or stage - the 
bit, you sense, she could take or 
leave. And so she's a bit distanced 
from the buzz around her Bafta 
nomination for best actress for her 
role in the extraordinary film After 
Love. “When you sitherein Tywi 
Valley, just learning your lines for 
tomorrow, it's hard to take that 
in? she says. “Ifeel very longin 


the toothto be comingto this sort 
of prominence? 

Scanlan, who is 60, came to 
acting relatively late and her roles 
have largely been in comedy - she 
was the brilliantly awful civil 
servant Terri Coverley in The Thick 
of It, the bolshie DI Viv Deeringin 
No Offence and Ma Larkin in The 
Larkins, ITV's recent remake of 
The Darling Buds of May. Getting 
On, the comedy she wrote with 
her co-leads Vicki Pepperdine and 
Jo Brand, is still the funniest and 
most painful portrayal ofthe NHS. 
Although Scanlan has had smaller 
roles in films, to have her work 
recognised as the lead in a weighty 
film feels like a shift. The Baftas 
- “all that kind of cliched sort of 
Hollywood glamour” - doesn't, says 


devastating ... 
as Mary in 
After Love 


Scanlan, “feel like me at all. Ifeel 
like Pm just a working character 
actor. It's lovely, of course, but it's 
hard to place yourselfinside that 
Itfeels, she says, “surprising”. 
Itwon't be a surprise to anyone 
who has seen Scanlan's quietly 
devastating performance in After 
Love (the Guardian's critic, Peter 
Bradshaw, called it “the best of 
her career so far”). The film has 
also picked up other nominations, 
including for its writer and director 
Aleem Khan, and has been winning 
awards on the festival circuit. 
Scanlan has a healthy attitude to 
the general absurdity of prizes - 
“you can't quite put the model 
of sport onto the arts, this sort 
of runners and riders...it'snota 
sport, because it's about how it hits 


the heart, and the senses, and that 
is subjective” - but ifthe renewed 
focus on the film means than more 
people see it, then great. 

Scanlan's comedy career seems 
accidental, even if, alongside 
Getting On, she and Pepperdine 
wrote another comedy, Puppy 
Love, setin the world of dog 
training. Drama has always been 
her love. “I don't wantto diss 
comedy? she laughs. “Ive spent 
my career workinginitandI don't 
want anyone to think that I don't 
appreciate it. ButIguess whatI 
like in comedy is when it is really 
truthful - and that's not so far from 
drama? For allthat she's warm, 
generous with her laughter and 
expressive - her face is beautiful 
and luminous, hands shooting up 
to emphasise a point - she is also 
thoughtful, and takes her work 
seriously. “Ifeel like Im a serious 
person? she says. “People laugh at 
me, but it's always when Pm doing 
something that I didn't intend to 
be funny. The more earnestIseem 
to be, the more people laugh at me. 
Pmnotvery light.IwishIwas;I 
wishI could just relax? 

In After Love, Scanlan plays 
Mary who, in the midst of grief 
after her husband*s sudden death, 
discovers he has a second, secret 
family. Khan's skill, making his 
first feature film, is in packing so 
much big stuffinto a film with a 
tiny cast, and an almost entirely 
domestic setting - it covers love, 
grief, faith (Mary is a Muslim 
convert), identity, betrayal, class, 
motherhood. Ahmed, Mary's 
husband, was a ferry captain and 
they appeared to have a happy 
life on the Kent coast - but when 
she goes through his things, after 
he dies, she discovers evidence 
of another woman, Genevieve 
(played by Nathalie Richard), who 
lives across the Channel in France. 
If Ahmed is not who Mary thinks 
he was - not committed to her, not 
committed to his faith - then, who, 
now, is she? Certainty crumbles, 
like her visions ofthe white cliffs of 
Dover collapsing into the sea. 

Mary manages to inveigle her 
way into Genevieve's life in a way 
that exposes the other woman?s 
prejudices around class, size and 
devout Muslim women. But Mary 
also betrays Genevieves trust. 
“She finds out she's not as nice a 
person as she thought she was” 
says Scanlan. “Confronting who 
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you actually are, compared with 
who you want to think of yourself 
as being, that horrible tension 
inside her, that was quite tricky to 
negotiate” She found the shoot, 
though short, very intense: “That 
state of betrayal, grief, misery” 
She would plead, she says, half- 
smiling, with the producer, begging 
him to sack her. “And he would 
say, Iwould sack you, it's just 
that it does seem to be working?” 
She does seem prone to moments 
of self-doubt: on the TV series 

she is filming, in which she plays 

a grieving mother, she found 
learning Welsh too hard and was 
about to pull out. Her husband - an 
accountant - sensibly talked her 
down, pointing out that the thing 
about acting she cared most about 
was stretching herself. 

Khan has said that he was 
interested in bringing a character 
to the screen who is not often 
portrayed: “An older woman of 
a certain size, who wears the 
headscarf - we never get to see the 
fullinterior spectrum ofa character 
like this on screen?” The story is 
fictional but Mary is inspired by 
Khan's own mother, a white English 
convert to Islam, who Scanlan 
spent time with. “He adores his 
mum and she's so worthy of that 
adoration - she's a really special 
person. To him, she was this 
brilliantly rich, fully 4D person, 
and he wanted to put that on the 
screen?” Khan is not attached, she 
says, to received ideas about “what 
is cinema and what isn't cinema”, 
and the idea of glamour and allure 
that goes along with it, although, 
she adds, Genevieve - blond, 
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the table and 
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elegant, French - “does represent 
some of those qualities”. But still, 
Genevieve is a middle-aged woman 
who is allowed to be sexy. Scanlan 
agrees: “To me, that doesn't 
seem abnormal, because I'm old. 
It doesn't seem abnormal to be 
sexual, because we stillare” she 
laughs. “But you forget that culture 
as a whole puts brackets around 
older women's sexuality, and says 
that “this is surprising or aberrantº? 
Scanlan grew up in north Wales, 
where her parents ran a hotel. She 
had discovered acting at school 
and wentto the University of 
Cambridge - not her first choice, 
she says, but she was rejected 
from everywhere else - because of 
its drama opportunities. In 1980, 


she was one of her college's first 
intake of women. What was that 
like? “Itwas)” she says, pausing 
while she searches for the word, 
“frankly, an ordeal. Ihad a few 
feminist teachers when I was at 
school who were really influential 
on me. The feeling [then] was about 
storming the parapets and getting 
into environments that we had 
previously been excluded from? 
So she liked the thought ofjoining 
a pioneering group. “The reality 
was really different, and that was 
partly because TI had been at a girls” 
boarding school and did not know 
anything very much about how to 
deal with male culture” 

Men, she says, “would do things 
like come into the bar, stand on 


Ttry notto be 
judgmental”... 
Joanna Scanlan 
at Aberglasney 
Gardens in 
Carmarthenshire 


the table, pull down their flies, 
and piss into a beer glass that 
was on your table”. There was 
sexual harassment, and once a 
man climbed in through Scanlan”s 
bedroom window - she found 
him asleep on the floor. It felt, she 
says, unsafe. For almost the whole 
ofher first year, she hid away. “ 
just stayed in my room, smoking, 
drinking, and avoiding everything, 
avoiding people completely” 

She didn't want to be visible, 
or attract attention from men. 
“Iremember thinking Andrea 
Dworkin dungarees suddenly 
seemed like a great idea in that 
environment? she says. And 
it meant she didn't put herself 
forward for drama auditions until 


nearly the end of that first year, 

in which she describes herself as 
being “almost in shock. Im not sure 
everyone had my experience, butI 
was just very unprepared” She had 
been sheltered and naive. “Tttook 
me until doing therapy in my 30s to 
actually understand and learn that 
.. She pauses. “You have to fight 
for yourself. It, perhaps, is a slight 
exaggeration, but no one else is 
goingto be the person who makes 
sure everything's OK? 


he spent her 
20stryingto get acting work and 
getting constantly rejected. In 
the meantime, she volunteered 
with community theatre projects, 
then wentto the then Leicester 
Polytechnic to teach drama, until 
she had a breakdown. She went 
backto live with her parents, 
not able to do much except walk 
their dog when she feltupto it. 
“Because Ihad chronic fatigue 
syndrome, I had no energy. And 
that was mental energy, physical 
energy, emotional energy. It was 
like a complete battery drain.I 
remember being able to mark the 
distinction between the effort 
required to sit up as opposed to lie 
down? Itwas her GP who, realising 
just how much acting meantto her, 
suggested she try to make a return 
toit. Even if she never made it, by 
conventional standards of success, 
she would still be happier doingit. 
She started working as an 
administrator for Arts Council 
England, while writing her own 
scripts, and was 34 when she got 
her first professional job, on the 
TV drama Peak Practice. She says 
she doesn't look at other actors and 
feel envious: Ihad asked, jokingly, 
ifthere was a sense of relief when 
Olívia Colman didn?t also get 
nominated for a Bafta. Scanlan 
laughs, then says: “Ithought her 
performance in The Lost Daughter 
was almost the best performance 
Pve ever seen her give” But there 
are roles she wished she could 
have played as a younger actor: “I 
think theatre is probably where I 
missed out, and by the time I came 
back into it, I hadn't developed 
relationships with theatre 
directors, and Inever really cracked 
it” But, she says, even when she 
was 12, she was playing 40-year- 
olds. “Inever had that ingenue 
quality, so maybe it's a regretful 
dream that really is a fantasy?” 
Scanlan seems to have very 
little vanity, particularly in her 
work. In After Love, especially, 
her face is raw and close up; there 
is one moment when she stands 
in the mirror in her underwear 
and surveys her body, grabbing 
her flesh. “The age on the face, 
and rolls of fat and stretch marks, 
that's telling the story about this 
womans experience? she says. 
“Ido thinkthat our lives arein 
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People always 
laugh at me 
when I'm doing 
something 
didn't intend 
to be funny 


our bodies, our experiences, and 
therefore, whatever that is, Itry not 
to be judgmental about it myself. 
We get sold this idea that you're 
totally unacceptable if you don't 
fita certain number of female 

role models - if you're not slim 
enough, ifyou haven't had your lips 
done or whatever. And, then, my 
experience constantly contradicts 
that, because when Isee somebody, 
Pm not seeing what's on the 
outside. Maybe for a fleeting few 
seconds, but very quickly 
something else is happening that's 
speaking so much louder than how 
they look? 

She remembers going to a group 
therapy session once, where allthe 
other women were conventionally 
beautiful. “Every one ofthem 
spoke about how disempowered 
they felt, and Isuddenly realised, 
ifyou get things because people 
think you're beautiful, then what 
you think is: “They don't like me 
for who Ireally am? That must be a 
very painful place to be” 

She is, though, operating 
within a notoriously sexist, sizeist 
industry. “Iam, but you've got to 
buck the trend sometimes. Ijust 
think there is an appetite - forgive 
the pun - to look at a wider range of 
experiences. People are watching 
this film, they're finding a story that 
they can relate to. The normative 
hasn't prevailed in this case” It's 
real, she says, “it's what other 
people are. People struggle with 
their weight, people struggle with 
their frailties. Pm lucky enoughto 
beinan era where stories are told 
about people who are ordinary? 

Is she confident that there are 
enough of those roles? “No. ButI 
honestly will take what Pm given? 
She laughs. “Ifit doesn't come, 
it doesn't come. Ican't control 
it” It seems unlikely, of course, 
that Scanlan won't be in high 
demand - how gratifyins, after 
everything, to have a career that 
is racing along - but there is a self- 
reliance to her. Ifroles don't go her 
way, she'll write something (she 
has a production company with 
Pepperdine), or work in community 
theatre or dance, or make videos 
with her phone. “It's more of a real 
compulsion to be creative, and a 
huge part ofme? she says. “That's 
why those years when I was not 
acting or writing, that's why they 
were agony, and why my life just 
didn?t work? 
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Charlie Brooker 


Black Mirror 
gave us chilling 
visions of the 
near future - but 
Charlie Brooker's 
latest creation 
isa cartoon cat. 
He talks gaming, 
politics and 
nuclear war with 
Zoe Williams 


harlie Brooker 

is sitting at a desk, a big cardboard 
box in the background, miscellany 
spilling out ofbookshelves. “What 
you can't see? he says, since we're 
on Zoom, “is allthe shit allover my 
desk. Im shambolic? 

He got his first gig doing a 
comic strip when he was 15, for 
80 quid a week; he dropped out of 
Westminster University as the only 
dissertation he wanted to write was 
on video games, and scrambled 
into a career in journalism - 
“there was no planning, I wasn't 
somebody who was out hustling” 
- via workingin a shop and writing 
video game reviews. He shifted, 
via Screenwipe, Gameswipe, 
Newswipe and Weekly Wipe, 


into screenwriting, and achieved 
astonishing success with the 
anthology series Black Mirror. His 
production company with Annabel 
Jones, Broke and Bones, has just 
been bought by Netflix for an 
unspecified sum; the rumour is that 
it's so enormous that, well, Ihad 

to get out a calculator to work out 
what “nine figures” over five years 
means ($100,000,000). Ijust can't 
wrap my head around why he still 
has Billy bookcases from Ikea. 

He treats this question 
respectfully, as is his nature. 
There's a very deep courtesy under 
allthe swearing. “Check your 
Ikea catalogue. They're not Billy. 
They're Kallax” Isn'titironic, Iask 
later, that he started a company 
called Broke and Bones which 


At Glastonbury for É 
the Guardian in 2007 ER 
with Big Brother 


contestant Aisleyne E 
Horgan-Wallace . 


he then sold for allthe money in 
the world? “It's not like they go, 
“Here's a pile ofmoney for you)” 
he explains. “It's more like, “that's 
an investment for you to make 
things" Also, Pm so clueless on the 
business side of things. Probably, 
ifyou look at the paperwork, "m 
going to get paidin rice” 

His first project since signing 
the new Netflix deal is Cat Burglar, 
a quirky idea and not at all what 
you'd expect. At heart, it's a love 
letter to animators Tex Avery and 
Chuck Jones and the golden age of 
cartoon making, Wile E Coyote and 
allthat. “Not only are the visuals 
and the sound extremely evocative, 
extremely true to time) he says, 
“the visual gags, the pace and the 
anarchy - those hold up today. 


It's bizarre 

that we've got 
ashit comedy 
character 
running the 
country. And 
we let ithappen 


You get hitby a broom, you smash 
into a door or your skin falls off, or 
whatever. They tend to be quite 
physical and brutal. They”re not 
really about dialogue? 

So,a catistryingto break into 
a museum for a priceless artwork 
and a dopey dogis trying to stop 
him; except there's a twist. Every 
few minutes, questions will flash 
up that you have to answer with 
your remote, “almost like a pub 
trivia quiz machine”, he says. It 
might be “Words you'd associate 
with the 90s”, or “Which film won 
the Oscar?” Getting them right 
or wrong affects the outcome 
so, “you're controlling the luck 
ofthe character, rather than the 
decisions they're making, if that 
makes any sense? 

Ittakes about 15 minutes to getto 
the end but you can cycle through 
hundreds of possible permutations. 
“It's a curious experiment” he says, 
dispassionately, “and Ican't quite 
work out how it will be received. 
It's not aimed at children, although 
theidea was it's not necessarily 
massively off-putting to children” 
You'll never hear him do a hard 
sell, even about a show he's 
actively selling. He has a lab-boffin, 
it-might-work-it-might-not tone, 
an experimenter at the frontiers 
oftelly - isit a game, isita show, 
would it work better on a console? 

Brooker has been interested in 
interactivity for ages (ifthere's 
a message to the viewer in Cat 
Burglar, he says, it's: “You do 
your bit, mate. Don't just sit 
there”). His first foray was Black 
Mirror: Bandersnatch, in 2018, 
also for Netflix. This was where 
he discovered that he could work 
with the platform, without it 
sticking its oar in. “That was their 
first big, interactive drama. It was 
an expensive proposition, risky, 
difficult, they wrote loads of code 
to make it work. Looking back, why 
didn?t they want something like a 
Bond movie? This was very niche: 
it's about someone writing a game 
in his head on a Spectrum. The 
biggest set piece was him walking 
into WH Smith in 1984. It would 
have been easy for Netflix to say: 
“Could you set this in America, 
make it a Tandy computer and 
make it more like War Games 
starring Matthew Broderick? Can 
it be a bit more glamorous?” There 
was none of that? 

Bandersnatch is incredibly 
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atmospheric, haunting, even. 
“From a technical point of view, 
Iwas satisfied?” Brooker says, 
again, quite dispassionately. But 
originally he wanted it to be like 
an escape room, with a puzzle at 
the centre which the viewer would 
solve by repeatedly failing, each 
failure delivering another digitin a 
phone number. “The problem was, 
and this is a damning indictment 
of humankind, people couldn't 
remember a five-digit number for 
more than five seconds. So we had 
to take that out. Which basically 
meant that you weren't quite sure 
when it had finished? 

He takes gaming incredibly 
seriously, still plays massive, 
55-hour games, hates the word 
“gamer” (“It's infantilising, isn't 
it? You wouldn?t call yourself 
a 'filmer””), and is “always just 
bewildered by the skilland 
intelligence that's gone into 
a game”. The underpinning 
philosophy of gaming seems to 
have permeated his approachto 
life: try everything, failure is at 
least halfthe point, and maybe the 
most interesting half. It's a cute 
paradox that this attitude has begat 
a huge amount of success, which he 
tendsto shrug off. “have a strange 
attitude to success” he says. “It's 
like going to an award ceremony. If 
you don't win, it'sa bitofa waste of 
an evening. Ifyou win it's nice, but 
it's also sort of meaningless” He's 
like an inverted Samuel Beckett. 
Ever tried? Ever succeeded? No 
matter. Try again. Succeed again. 
Succeed better. 

Before he was Mr Interactive, 
Charlie Brooker was Mr Dystopia, 
creating disturbing, prescient vistas 
ofthe very near future. What ifthe 
prime minister had to have sex with 
a pig, live on air? What ifanxious 
modern parenting turned into 
24-hour hyper-surveillance? Even 
Nathan Barley, his 2005 comedy 
co-written with Chris Morris, came 
eerily to pass. That eponymous, 
portfolio-careered hipster could 
have been written yesterday. 

“That makes me sound like a 
wrestler” Brooker says, not without 
satisfaction. “A really mean, 
horrible wrestler. Here he comes, in 
the blue corner: Mr Dystopia? 

Its not so much that he 
predicted things, and then they 
happened, he says. Rather, Black 
Mirror plots were “extrapolations 
of whatever was already 


“Tt's a curious 
experiment”... 
Cat Burglar 


happening”. The pig plot was 
inspired by Gordon Brown's Gillian 
Duffy moment, when he called 
a Labour voter a bigoted woman 
and “had to go and apologise, 
and it became this bizarre circus 
of calamity. Iwas just watching it 
thinking, “No one's in charge here?” 
Brooker is 50. Growing up near 
Reading in the 70s and 80s, he 
had - in common with the lot of 
us - a powerful terror of nuclear 
apocalypse, coupled with the more 
idiosyncratic phobia of vomiting, 
which he has to this day. He drolly 
describes the way these fears 
combined in his childhood mind. 
“The thing that terrifed me more 
than anything else was that ifyou 
survived the blast you got radiation 
sickness. Oh no! There's a bomb 
that would give me a bad tummy? 
Iwasn't really thinking about the 
big picture? In that context, he 
remembers taking comfort ftom 
shows such as Spitting Image, 
thinking that ifthe adults are 
joking about it, itll probably be OK. 
“Then, on 2016 Screen Wipe, we 
had some jokes about Trump, who 
had just been elected and started 
casually talking about a nuclear 
bomb. I was in that position as the 
adult, being funny and reassuring. 
ButI was shitting myself” 
Rumbling, amorphous anxieties 
continue to plague him, but 
always laced with this sense of 
the absurd that keeps him, well, 
more than sane, happy. “In the 
UK, because I've been known 
for writing acerbic columns and 
comedies, people know that Pm 
not taking myselfthat seriously. 
Then get to the US and they think 
Pm the king of dystopia. But still 
in my head, it's all the same stuff. 
Comedy, horror and sci-fi are such 
close bedfellows > 
He's sick of one thing, though: 
thejokes should have stayed on the 
screen, or the page; they should 
never have migratedto politics. 
“Itis bizarre that we've got Keith 
Lemon running the country. We've 
gota character, a shit comedy 
character, running the country. 
And we let that happen. Our 
generation let that happen. They 
are us! They're our peers. Fucking 
hell? An interactive drama, in 
which you can rid politics of 
ludicrous, empty characters: that I 
would watch (or play) for ever. 
Cat Burglar is available on Netflix 
from tomorrow 


Acting up... 

the animatronic 
star of 
Uncanny Valley 


Czech scientists 
wrote a play 

witha computer. 
Ithadalotofsex 
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Crude mechanicals 


A century ago, a play gave us the word “robot” Now, 
in two new productions, androids are taking to the 
stage. Natasha Tripney meets their creators 


figure sits alone on stage 
dressed in comfy jumper and 
trousers, one leg crossed over 
the other. He slowly moves his 
hands and turns his head. But 
this sole performer in Uncanny 
Valley, by theatre company Rimini Protokoll, 
is not human. It is a lifelike animatronic 
model ofthe German writer Thomas Melle. 

The show's director, Stefan Kaegi, had seen 
animatronics used in museums, where he 
found there was not sufficient time for what 
he calls the “empathy mechanism” to kick in. 
But he wondered what would happen ifthe 
robot became a performer, “someone with 
whom we start to identify”. His idea was to 
create a monologue for a robot that looked as 
human as possible - not perfect but average 
and fragile. Evi Bauer, who worked on the 
robot's design, suggested that the best way 
was to find a human subject and make a copy. 
The question was who? 

Melle had recently 
published The World at 
My Back, a philosophical 
exploration of his bipolar 
disorder that Kaegi had 
found intriguing. Melle, 
in turn, liked the idea of 
being made into a robot. 
The costume department 
at the Munich Kammerspiele theatre 
company took a silicone cast of Melle's head 
- a claustrophobic process documented in 
the production - and then there were, says 
Kaegi, some “spooky moments” for Melle 
meeting his robotic doppelganger. The result 
is undeniably disconcerting. Even though its 
inner workings are visible through a gap in 
the back ofthe robots head, its movements 
are delicate and somehow tender. 

Science fiction often shows us technology 
taking over, but Kaegi needed to programme 
the robotic Melle's every movement: “I 
wasn't working with an artificial intelligence. 
Iwas working with a very dumb machine?” 
But then, he says, all of theatre is an exercise 
in programming, from lighting to sound. 
People, too, are largely preprogrammed in 
the ways we behave, including our routines 
and our small talk. The show asks how free 
we really are: “How dependent have we 
become not only on technical devices, but on 
algorithms that help us to take decisions?” 

The word “robot” was introduced into the 
English language by a play: RUR (Rossum's 
Universal Robots), a 1920 drama by the Czech 
writer Karel Capek. And in the 100 years 


since, they have become a staple offilm 

and television. From Star Trek: The Next 
Generation to The Terminator, robots in pop 
culture are usually there, Kaegi observes, to 
play on our fears of technology taking control 
oras a way of exploring our own humanity. 

Despite, or perhaps because, oftheir 
un-humanness, performance makers have 
explored robots” theatrical potential in 
numerous ways. The Serbian choreographer 
Dragana Bulut's Future Fortune has dancers 
interacting with a humanoid robot, and the 
Japanese director Oriza Hirata”s Robot Theatre 
Project uses robot performers alongside 
human actors. Last year, to mark the 
centenary of RUR, a team of Czech scientists 
and dramaturges created anew play written 
by computer. (The result had lots ofrepetitive 
dialogue and a preoccupation with sex.) 

Tim Foley”s Electric Rosary, which opens at 
Manchester's Royal Exchange in April, is set 
in a convent whose nuns welcome a robotic 
sister into their order. The idea for the play 
came to Foley on a visitto a monastery with 
his father, where he saw the ageing monks 
using quad bikes. He imagined a scenario 
where the nuns bring a robot into do the 
cooking and cleaning, but it “starts to get 
something out ofit”. This robot is designed 
to learn by example so Foley explores not 
justthe behaviour of other characters but 
“the agency and humanity that robots are 
developing themselves”. 

One ofthe reasons robots don't feature as 
often on stage as on screen, Foley suggests, 
is a practical one. Without access to CGI, you 
have to either create a robot - as in Spillikin 
- or have an actor play one. Each presents 
different challenges. For Electric Rosary, they 
opted for the latter approach. There won't be 
an attempt to make the performer look like a 
robot using masks. Instead, Foley says, “it's 
through speech and movement that she'll 
show her artificial manner. But as time passes 
and she adapts to requirements, she'll begin 
mimicking what it is to be human, and then 
potentially masteringit”. 

Foley”s robot is a dramatic catalyst, a way 
ofexploring the nature of faith. “Ifthe idea is 
we're constructed by a higher power)” he asks, 
“are we then a form of artificial intelligence? 
Ifwe're made in the image of God and a robot 
is made in ours, is there a hierarchy here? Or 
will we be equalin the eyes ofGod?” 

Uncanny Valley is at Battersea Arts Centre, 
London, from tomorrow until Saturday; Electric 
Rosary is at Royal Exchange, Manchester, 

23 Aprilto 14 May 
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Review The Cuphead Show!, 
Netflix 


Underwhelming 
video game 
finds its perfect 
form on TV 


Stuart 
Heritage 


ew video games in recent years have 
managed to equal the sledgehammer 
disappointment of Cuphead. For those 

of you not in the know, Cuphead was an 
independent 2017 game that captured 
gamers” imagination like little else before. 

This was almost entirely down to how it looked. An 
out-and-out love letter to 1930s cartoonists such as Max 
Fleischer and Grim Natwick - with a main character 
inspired by a 1936 Japanese propaganda cartoon about 
an invasion of an evil Mickey Mouse army - Cuphead 
thrummed with a gloriously authentic Betty Boop feel. 
The animations were hand-drawn and imperfect. The 
big-band jazz soundtrack was recorded on analogue. 
The voices crackled and hissed as ifrecorded from 
worn vinyl. No detail was spared, to the extent that 
the creators had to remortgage their home to pay for it. 
And people fell for Cuphead hard. After some footage 
was shown as proof of concept, anticipation hit fever 
pitch and stayed there for three years. 

But then the game came out, and it sort of sucked. It 
might have looked and sounded beautiful, but it was 
cripplingly difficult to play. One reviewer noted that he 
had died 188 times during the game. It seemed like a 
wasted opportunity. 

Despite this, the kernel of Cuphead remained 
irresistible. The characters were so engaging, and the 
aesthetic so beautiful, that a small cottage industry 
sprang up around it. You might not be able to get past 
the level where you have to stealthe soul from a giant 


onion (long story), but you could still buy Cuphead 
dolls and Cuphead books, and you could visit YouTube 
and watch a seemingly limitless number of users create 
no end of Cuphead songs, cartoons and comparison 
videos. The game might have caused you to rip out 
your hair in frustration, but the characters were too 
charmingto be dismissed. 

Which brings us to The Cuphead Show!, in which 
the Cuphead characters are given their own series of 
15-minute cartoons. It might sound complicated - a 
cartoon based on a game based on a different cartoon - 
but go along with it. Because The Cuphead Show! feels 
like Cuphead reaching its most perfect form. 

The show sees Cuphead (a headstrong and cocky 
sentient cup) and his brother Mugman (in effect, a 
differently coloured Cuphead created solely to allow 
atwo-player mode on the game, here beefed up into 
a cowardly Luigi type) as they blunder through a 
succession of wacky misadventures. While there's a 
loose nod to the games plot - in which Cuphead and 
Mugman lose their souls by gambling with the devil, 
who in turn forces them to chase down his debtors - 
this is by no means a dramatisation. 

Instead, The Cuphead Show! is a collection of 
standalone cartoons that have fun splashing around 
inthetropes ofthe era its animation was inspired by. 
This is the sort of cartoon where characters find babies 
abandoned by their front door, where radio antennas 
broadcast concentric circles and morse code, where 
down-and-outs still have the self-esteem to dress 
themselves in raggedy suits. It is at once a giddy genre 
exercise and something that your kids would happily 
watch. For the most part, that is. There's one scene 
near the end of the series, where the devil mutates into 
aseries of wild animals, that has the potential to ruin a 
couple of bedtimes. But, again, for a show that harkens 
backto a time where entertainment wouldn't hesitate 
to scare kids, that's probably par for the course. 

Weirdly, though, Cuphead's period frills don't feel 
quite as authenticon TV. This is partly a tonal thing. 
Cuphead the game was so rigorously 1930s in its 
outlook that one of the levels saw him standingin an 
ashtray, fighting a barrage of cigars and cigarettes, 
and that would obviously be unthinkable to place in 
a children's TV show in the 21st century. But it's also 
down to execution, too. Although the surface touches 
are there - the screen is flecked with dust marks - the 
characters often carry the sterile perfection of computer 
animation, while the voices are recorded a little too 
cleanly. Obviously, two and a halfhours ofhand-drawn 
animation would be prohibitively expensive, but for 
a property that prides itself on authenticity, it can 
sometimes take you out ofthe moment a little. 

These are just niggles, though. Allin all, The 
Cuphead Show is an overwhelming success. It's fast 
and funny and knowing, and you almost certainly 
won't die 188 times watching it. What's noto like? 


Fora video 


game 
adaptation 
aimedata 
slightly older 
audience, 

try Netflix's 
Arcane. 


Starstruck 
10pm, BBC Three 


It's New Year's Eve and Tom (Nikesh 


o 


Patel) is throwing a star-studded party 
-the kind where, when Jessie (Rose 
Matafeo) says she worksin a cinema, 
fellow guests assume she means “in 
the film industry”. Tom'sincredibly 
drunk and unbearable brother is 

also there and, inevitably, causes 
problems. Willthere be a kiss at the 
stroke ofmidnight? With this topsy- 
turvy romcom, a happy ending never 


seems straightforward. 

Hollie Richardson 

Rise ofthe Nazis: when Guralnik steps 

Dictators at War in and makes a firm 

gpm, BBC Two intervention, as she does 

This three-part series with Elaine, a woman 

continues to drill down who feels her husband 

into the psychology of doesn't prioritise her 

the dictators involved in needs. Jack Seale 

the second world war. 

Tonight, the horrors of Moors Murders: 

the eastern front are The Witness 

assessed viathe feverish | 9pm, Channel 4 

minds of Hitler and Is there anything more 

Stalin. Phil Harrison to be said about two of 
history's most notorious 

Jobfished serial killers? The 

9pm, BBC Three makers of this three-part 

Did working from home documentary about Ian 

during the pandemic Brady and Myra Hindley 

enable a great job think so, offering analysis 

scam? In this gripping of previously unseen 

documentary, Catrin prison letters. Tonally, it 

Nye speaks to the work- is often uncomfortable to 

hungry people who claim | watch. HR 

they were recruited by 

a flashy ad agency, only Euphoria 

to find out months later 10.05pm, Sky Atlantic 

that it wasn't what it It's nice when Euphoria 

claimed to be - and that remembers that it's 

its co-founder didn't ashow about school. 


exist. HR 


Couples Therapy 
10pm, BBC Two 

An elusive, frustrating 
session with Dr Orna 
Guralnik, full of 
relationships in which 
the couple concerned 
can't identify the exact 
issue that is causing 
them problems. It's 
stillcompelling, 
however, especially 


Tonight, it's a term- 
time staple: the school 
play. Lexi has taken 
time-honoured advice 
and written what she 
knows, but how will her 
classmates react? It's an 
ambitious, exhilarating 
hour - with a show- 
stopping musical number 
- anda lovely turn in 
the spotlight for the 
often-overlooked Lexi. 
Henry Wong 
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BBC One BBCTwo ITV Channel 4 Channel 5 BBC Four 

6.0 Breakfast (T) 9:15 Morning 6.30 Escapeto the Country (T) 6.0 Good Morning Britain (T) 6.05 Countdown (T) (R) 6.45 6.0  Milkshake! 9.15 Jeremy Vine 
Live (T) 10.0 Fraud Squad (R) 7.15 Garden Rescue (T) 9.0 Lorraine (T) 10.0 This Cheers (T) (R) 7.35 Everybody (T) 12.15 Nightmare Tenants, 
(T) 10.45 The Moment of (R) 8.0 Sign Zone: Inside Morning (T) 12.30 Loose Loves Raymond (T) (R) 9.0 Slum Landlords (T) (R) 110 
Proof (T) (R) 11.15 Homes the Factory (T) (R) 9.0 News Women (T) 1.30 News and Frasier (T) (R) 10.30 Ramsay's News (T) 1.15 Home and 
Under the Hammer (T) (R) (T) 12415 Politics Live (T) 1.0 Weather (T) 1.55 Local Kitchen Nightmares USA Away (T) (R) 1.45 Neighbours 
12.415 Bargain Hunt (T) 1.0 Ready Steady Cook (T) (R) News and Weather (T) 2.0 (T) (R) 11.25 News (T) 11.30 (T) 215 ElHoneymoon of 
News (T) 1.30 Regional News 1.45 Eggheads (T) (R) 2.15 Dickinson's Real Deal (T) (R) Coast vs Country (T) (R) Death (Lane Shefter Bishop, 
(T) 1.45 Doctors (T) 2.15 Put Your Money Where Your 3.0 Lingo (T) (R) 3.59 Local 12.30 Steph's Packed Lunch 2019) (T) 4.0 Celebrity 5 Go 
Shakespeare & Hathaway: Mouth Is (T) (R) 3.0 The News and Weather (T) 4.0 (T) 240 Countdown (T) 3.0 Camping (T) (R) 5.0 News 
Private Investigators (T) Heights (T) (R) 3.30 Heir Tipping Point (T) 5.0 The A Place in the Sun (T) (R) (T) 6.0 Neighbours (T) 7.0 Gareth Edwards' Great 
3.0 Escape to the Country Hunters (T) (R) 4.15 Further Chase (T) 6.0 Local News and 4.0 A New Life in the Sun: (R) 6.30 Eggheads (T) 7.0 Welsh Adventure (T) (R) 
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4.30 Antiques Road Trip (T) (R) 5.15 Flog It! (T) (R) 6.0 Weather (T) 7220 Emmerdale 5.0 Fourin a Bed (T) 5.30 Britain's Speeders (T) (R) wife Maureen take charge 
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News (T) 6.30 Regional News Games (T) 6.30 Great Coastal 6.0 The Simpsons (T) (R) Llangollen Canal. 7.30 Fred 
(T) 7.0 The One Show (T) Railway Journeys (T) 7.0 6.30 Hollyoaks (T) (R) 7.0 Dibnah's Made in Britain (T) 
7.30 Panorama (T) Yorkshire Firefighters (T) (R) News (T) (R) A former pumping station 


in Sunderland. 


10.0 News (T) 
10.25 Regional News (T) Weather 


10.0 Couples Therapy (T) Dr Orna 
Guralnik presses Elaine to 


10.0 News (T) Weather 
10.30 Local News (T) Weather 


999: What's Your 
Emergency? (T) (R) 


10.0 Casualty 24/7: Every Second 


Counts (T) (R) A keen 


10.0 
12.0 


Desperate Romantics (T) (R) 
Botticelli's Venus: The 


10.35 Imagine: Wayne McGregor face her past. 10.45 Secrets of the Krays (T) (R) I, Sniper: The Washington gardener arrives with an Making of an Icon (T) (R) 

- Dancing on the Edge (T) 10.25 Natural World: Penguin Post Ronnie and Reggie Kray's Killers (T) agonising back injury. 12.30 Gareth Edwards' 

Alan Yentob talks to Wayne Office (T) (R) dramatic downfall. Lastin 12.20 Kitchen Nightmares USA 11.05 999: Critical Condition (R) Great Welsh Adventure 

McGregor, the resident 10.30 Newsnight (T) Weather the series. (T) (R) 1.10 Couples Come 12.05 A&E After Dark (T) (R) 1.0 (T) (R) 1.0 Fred Dibnah's 

choreographer at the 1115 EllEntebbe (2018) (T) 11.45 AU Elite Wrestling: Dynamite Dine With Me (T) (R) 2.05 The Live Casino Show (T) Made in Britain (T) (R) 1.30 

Royal Ballet. 12.55 Countryfile (T) (R) 1.55 Fraud | 1.25 Shop: Ideal World 3.0 Loose Undercover Boss Canada (T) 3.10 Dogs Behaving (Very) Timeshift: How to Write a 
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Graham Norton Show (T) (R) Squad (T) (R) 3.25 This Is With ITV 5.05 Tipping (T) (R) 3.50 Unreported Greatest Bridges (T) (R) The Romantics and Us With 

1.35 Weather 1.40 News (T) BBC Two (T) Point (T) (R) World (T) (R) 4.45 Wildlife SOS (T) (R) Simon Schama (T) (R) 
Other channels Radio 
Dave : The Big Bang Theory : 3.0 The Ellen DeGeneres : Legends of Tomorrow : the Waltz Goes On 12.0 Radio3 É Radio 4 : alienating voters. (4/9): Angelou: | Know Why 
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: Point 2.0 Rolling in It 


: Supergirl 9.0 DC's 
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Through the Night 


: new homes without 


: Thaw (1/5) 2.15 Maya 


: Unbelievable Truth (6/6) 
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Friday's Quick crossword no 16,159 

solutions 

Wordsearch Across Down 
1 Disparaging (10) 1 Unmanned aerial vehicle (5) 

ENURPL EAD 7 Confined (6,2) 2 Swiftly (7) 

DYKWX 8 Swollen-headed (4) 3 Mars, Mercury etc (4) 

9 Objectives (4) 4 Wall hanging, like the one at 
10 Idiotic (7) Bayeux (8) 


12 Small long-haired dog (4,7) 
14 Feeling angry and upset (2,1,4) 
16 Functions (4) 
19 Abel's brother (4) 
20 Out-of-the-way (8) (6) 
21 Circus compere (10) 13 Powdered coffee (7) 
15 Indian language (5) 
17 Queen Boudica's (Boadicea) 
weapon of choice (5) 


5 Large crow (5) 
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6 First across the finishing line (6) 
11 Oppressively hot or airless (8) 
12 Rules for forming proper sentences 


18 (In music) concluding passage (4) 


Stuck? For help call 0906 200 83 83. Calls cost £1.10 per minute, plus your phone company's access charge. 
E) Service supplied by ATS. Call 0330 333 6946 for customer service (charged at standard rate). 


To buy puzzle books, visit guardianbookshop.com or call 0330 333 6846. 


Sudoku no 5551 


Easy. Fillthe grid so that each row, column and 3x3 
box contains the numbers 1-9. Printable version at 
theguardian.com/sudoku 


Word wheel 
UNINVITED 


Saturdays Quick 
crossword 


Solution no 16,158 


Suguru 


Fillthe grid so that each square 

in an outlined block contains a 
digit. A block of2 squares contains 
the digits 1 and 2, a block of three 
squares contains the digits1, 2 
and 3, and so on. No same digit 
appears in neighbouring squares, 
not even diagonally. 


Wordsearch 


Canyou find 14 countries in the grid? 
Words can run forwards, backwards, 
vertically or diagonally, but always 
ina straight, unbroken line. 
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Word wheel 


Find as many words as 
possible using the letters 
in the wheel. Each must 
use the central letter 

and at least two others. 
Letters may be used only 
once. You may not use 
plurals, foreign words or 
proper nouns. There is at 
least one nine-letter word 
to be found. TARGET: 
Excellent-29. Good-24. 
Average-18. 


Pet corner 


Which Beatle owned a cat 
named Elvis? 

a. Paul McCartney 

b. John Lennon 

c. Ringo Starr 

d. George Harrison 
Answer top right 
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Where is the payback after two years of Covid sacrifices? John Harris, page 3 


A proxy war in Ukraine is a fool's errand Simon Tisdall, page 4 


Jan Pieúkowski, illustrator ofthe Meg and Mog books Obituaries, page 6 
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Scared to be 


woke? It's time 


for progressives 


do ltalxe e steinial 


Nesrine 
Malik 


here are two lines of attack in the 
culture wars. The first is slow, steady 
and discreet, marching by stealth 
through Britain's institutions. The 
second is a brazen, loud artillery attack 
armed with cliches and buzzwords 
that are fired out across the media. The 
recent speech from the Conservative 
party chair, Oliver Dowden, to the Heritage Foundation 
in Washington is an example ofthe latter. It was a 
word salad into which he lazily and dispassionately 
(repeating this stuff must get very boring) tossed a list 
of vague concepts such as “cancel culture”, “woke 
psychodrama”, “obsessing over pronouns” and 
attempts to “decolonise mathematics”. 
Ifthe purpose of this kind of quick-fire attack is 
recruitment, then the slower, more covert attacks 
are for annexation. An example ofthe latter also 
came recently in the form of new guidance by the 
Department for Education on political impartiality in 
Englandºs classrooms. Topics such as empire, racism 
and the climate crisis were singled out as “political 
issues” to be treated with care, moving the parameters 
of what teachers and students perceive as “neutral” 
and what is “ideological” another inchto the right. 


This side ofthe culture wars takes its time to cover 
ground by influencing education and culture. Those 
advancing this line of attack in government often 
act behind closed doors; by the time their goals are 
made public it's too late to challenge them. Last 
month, the government announced that BBC funding 
from the licence fee would be frozen for two years, 
raised concerns about the BBC's “impartiality and 
groupthink”, and said its public funding model could 
be abolished (though it later softened its stance). 

Ofrecent wins, the expropriation and ubiquitisation 
of the word “woke” has been the quickest. Most 
people don't actually know what “woke” means. But, 
to quote Will Ferrell in Blades of Glory explaining the 
nonsensical lyrics to a song: “Nobody knows what it 
means but it's provocative. It gets the people going” All 
that matters is people pick up on its implications. 

Different permutations of “wokeness” have always 
been useful, leveraged by the rightto portray any social 
change as an unhinged vandalism to the status quo. 
This is not a new tactic (little in the culture wars is): 
wokeness is the new “loony left” or “PC gone mad”, 
aswapping of terms to portray the left as 
an absurdity and threat which has been 
around since at least the 19505. 


ILLUSTRATION: 
MATT KENYON 
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€ Continued from front 


What's frustrating is that for a tactic Environment in a green future for the steel industry. Green steel 
e that has been used for so long, progressive will be fundamental to a net zero economy, but as 
politicians still do not understand that Stephen Kinnock, the Labour MP for Port Talbot, 
the only way to beat the chargeis to ownit- tosa has pointed out, other countries are leaving the UK 
when onanted with an RE presented as a E The government must get ad ERA in the race to modernise. A RE retrofit 
of wokeness: “What do you mean by woke?” To º rogramme is urgently needed to increase ener, 
expose and mock the Ea forits hrs dbarens e or SHp on the underpowered dmiGRas in peGpiEs Pons Butthe Read 
to question its very pejorative use. Plltake anything 1 9 reluctance to adequately pump-prime a nascent 
really at this point, as long as it is delivered with gtcen economy of Britain market means another chance to secure good jobs 
authenticity and swagger. Imagine hearing a politician linked to the green transition is being squandered. 
say something like: “If by “woke” you mean ending In the lead-up to Cop26 in November, Boris Johnson Sadly, the government's ideological direction of 
racism and inequality, reforming our curriculums was at his most panglossian as he extolled the economic travel is towards less, not more, intervention. As 
so that they are factual and representative both of benefits ofthe country's transition tonet zero. “The UK's Mr Johnson attempts merely to survive in office 
historical truth and how Britain is changing, and path to ending our contribution to climate change,” the following partygate, influential sections of his party 
striving for a world where your chances in life are prime minister forecast, “will be paved with well-paid are determined to force his administration to adopt 
determined as little as possible by your birth, then sign jobs, billions in investment and thriving green industries | astillmore laissez-faire approach. Last week, the 
meup?Iwould think I was hallucinating. -.. by moving first and taking bold action, we will build a prime minister's new chief of staff, Stephen Barclay, 
defining competitive edge in electric vehicles, offshore suggested that in the wake of'the pandemic, it was 
he signal the left sends by letting the wind, carbon capture technology and more?” time to for the government to “step back” from 
term be claimed by the right is so Backin the real world, matters stand rather differently.  people'slives. The Treasury”s determination to 
powerful that Labour politicians are Far from forging ahead ofthe rest, Britain risks falling rein in public spending post-Covid signals that 
now in the bizarre position of denying behind in the new industrial revolution, as latest figures necessary green subsidies and investment will 
the existence ofthe culture wars from the Office for National Statistics make depressingly | notbe forthcoming, and the cost-of-living crisis 
while being simultaneously afraid of clear. The green economy more orless flatlined between | is beingused by Conservative backbenchers such 
being called woke. In an interview 2014 and 2020, the ONS found. Employment in the as Steve Baker to present the green agenda as an 
with the Telegraph earlier this year, low-carbon and renewable energy sectors - which expensive imposition on the less well-off. Welcome 
Labour's shadow culture secretary, Lucy Powell, include manufacturing, energy supply and construction | developments, such as £100m of government 
showed how cornered and defeated progressives can - actually fell. This dismal state of affairs predated the money for a car battery manufacturing startup in 
be by letting the term “woke” go uncontested, while Covid pandemic and the accompanying recession. Blyth, are too small-scale and too ad hoc. 
being pinned down by its assaults. She said there is a The present administration cannot be blamed for Last week's ONS report must be a wake-up call. An 
lot of “false division” created by the right on matters the poor performance ofits Tory predecessors, but it enormous opportunity risks being wasted through 
such as statues that she would not indulge as culture is signally failing to learn from their mistakes. Windy a combination of misplaced ideology, blinkered 
secretary. She then fell into the biggest false division rhetoric is not enough. To a far greater extent, the state short-termism and lack of strategic imagination and 
of all. “Iwouldn't say Pm woke. Pm not woke, but must play a strategic role in shaping and investingin ambition in Whitehall. In the parts ofthe country 
Pm notanti-woke either? she said, like Schródinger's the green economy. In the renewable energy sector, a that suffered most from ruthless and precipitate 
cat. “Tm just kind of fairly ordinary. Iwill absolutely reliance on importing turbines and other components deindustrialisation in the 1980s, the path to net zero 
sort of cry my eyes out at Strictly Come Dancing means that too many of the well-paid “green-collar” can be a catalyst for renewal. The state, the private 
where a deaf woman wins it and a same-sex couple jobs to which Mr Johnson refers are located abroad. sector, trade unions and local communities can 
are the runners-up. Ithink that was a fantastic kind of Similarly, the government's instinctive aversion to deliver this by working together. But only ifthe scale 
illustration of where woke and anti-woke meet” state intervention has led to a failure to properly invest of Johnsonian rhetoric is matched by deeds. 


Don't laugh - “woke and anti-woke” is a good 
summary of Labour's response to the culture wars. 
It's risk avoidance. What it means is that the party is 


taking the moral high ground on the basis that it cares Education behind improved vocational options, as advocated 
only about tangible issues that impact people's lives by the three-year-old Augar review. The worrying 
in a strict economic sense, but is otherwise, to put it E E = signs are that the trend towards increased selection 
bluntly, frit. To engage in clear, defendable positions at 16 will magnify the damaging tendency to 
on hot button issues that influence school policy, Highly selective sixth concentrate too much on a few, while ignoring the 
the media and cultural institutions risks them being rest. While around 85% of 17-year-olds in England 
smoked out in the open about things that may well be forms SIve ad boost to ar are in full-time education, fewer than half of 16- to 
poll kryptonite and tabloid ammunition. 18-year-olds do A-levels. The further education 
What helps this state ofacquiescence is that there already elitist system sector is currently battling to save BTecs, whose 
are lulls, missteps and retreats in the culture wars, replacement with T-levels has been delayed. 
inviting speculation that it's all a distraction or A contradiction sits at the heart ofthe British education Of course, competition is part oflife, which 
“running out of steam”, an artefact of an ebullient system, and most particularly the English one. Thishas young people must learn to cope with. The 
post-Brexit Conservative party. And yes, sometimes been the case since most secondary schoolsin England ' brightestsixth-formers in poor areas have every 
itis a distraction, sometimes these issues do go away switched from a selective system to a comprehensive right to aim high. But increased selection brings 
for a while. But the potential for new momentum is one in the 1960s. The contradiction is that the defeats as well as successes. And there are good 
always there, ready to be accelerated by a media that mixed-ability principle was never extended to higher reasons to defer painful experiences of rejection 
loves a good war, whatever the speed. education, which continuesto be highly stratified. (the impact of failing the 11-plus was one reason 
Just look at the vigour with which newspapers ran Entry to a handful of elite institutions remains the why comprehensives replaced grammars in the 
front pages on education secretary Nadhim Zahawi's ultimate prize. As schools policy soughtto create a first place). This is all the more pressing given 
guidelines and Dowden's Washington speech, amping less divided society, in which people from different extremely worrying evidence about young 
them up to claim that Black Lives Matter”s “biased” backgrounds were expected to mix, universities (and people's declining mental health. 
views are to be avoided (the Times), that students the policymakers overseeing them) have clung to Education, and particularly skills and training, 
are being “indoctrinated” (the Daily Mail), and that hierarchies. Admissions data over decades has shown is crucial to any inequality-reducing strategy. Age 
Dowden's words must be translated into “action” (the theseto be social as well as intellectual, with the more 16 (when most pupils sit GCSESs) is a crucial staging 
Telegraph). You don't have to have a sophisticated affluent claiming a disproportionate share of places. post. But there is no evidence that dividing students 
grasp of what “woke” means to absorb the message The development of a new cadre of super-selective up at this point results in higher attainment. Strong 
being sent here: ifyou don't vote for the Conservative state sixth forms, which the government has promised results posted by selective sixth forms may simply 
party again and again, bad things are goingto happen. to accelerate as part ofits levelling up strategy, is show that they have successfully creamed off the 
With a zombie prime minister and a Brexit wrung of designed to address this. Comprehensives struggle to most capable and determined members ofa cohort. 
populist opportunities, culture wars campaigning will compete with the hothouse conditions ofindependent The levelling up agenda promised by the Tories 
likely intensify in the lead-up to the local elections in and grammar schools, some of which have links to should have led them straight to colleges, which 
May - and the next general election. There will be a lot Oxbridge dating back centuries. A few academically were particularly hard-hit by austerity, and also to 
of “Mr Dowden goes to Washington” silliness about elite sixth forms have had striking successes. the underresourced careers service. But instead of 
woke maths, but there will also be a lot of gravely Ifthe aim is to boost the chances of a handful of investing in local institutions, developing their links 
serious, opinion-forming, institution-changing underprivileged teenagers getting their hands on with employers and improving their offer to older 
propaganda and policy that we on the left cannot one of these golden tickets, teaching them in a highly learners, ministers have held out the promise of a 
simply pretend we are rising above. In fact we are just competitive environment might seem to make sense. few more ladders to top universities, at the same 
hiding, hoping and praying that it won't be crucial to The problem is that the purpose of post-16 educationis | time as reducing access to higher education overall. 
refreshing the chances of a desperate government out much broader than this. We need asystem that benefits Elite sixth forms are a gimmick, not an answer to 


ofideas. That sounds pretty risky to me. society overall, including by putting more resources the question of how to level up. 
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Whereisthe 


payback after 


two years of 


Covid sacrifices? 


John 
Harris 


Vaccination Centre 


Royal Pavilion 
Moulton Park 


his week, England arrives ata moment 
that will fit the Boris Johnson era to 
perfection. Even ifthe pandemic is not 
quite over - symbolised by news of the 
Queen testing positive - everythingis 

being arranged to convince us thatitis. 

Today, the prime minister is expected 

to explain his government's “living 
with Covid” strategy, and on Thursday, most remaining 
Covid rules and restrictions will be lifted. 

Although Northern Ireland seems to be taking a 
similar route, Scotland and Wales are again being more 
cautious, and that is presumably the way Johnson 
likes it. Here is an opportunity for him to show the 
libertarian, Brexity backbench hardcore which seems 
to now run the Conservative party that their home 
country is blazing a trail towards the dazzling uplands 
offreedom and easy living, and allis once again well. 

Clearly, it isn't. This latest set of moves only 
highlights a basic fact of life in early 2022 that has 
been strangely overlooked. Thankfully, the pandemic 
is waning, but after two years of sacrifice and 
hurt, there is no sign ofany political payback. The 
worsening situation in Ukraine may make such talk 
look misplaced, but we were chivvied through the 
Covid crisis with endless comparisons to wartime 
and the supposed glories of the Blitz spirit, while our 
equivalent of “peace” is impossible living costs, cuts 
to public spending and the inertia ofa government 
consumed with its own problems. If the public mood 
feels almost numb, this is a big part of the reason why. 

As ever, the everyday state of things is highlighted 
by the position of city and local government. A new 
financial year looms, and any extra money from 
Whitehall does not meet the rising need for the most 
basic local services, nor cover deficits caused by the 
Covid crisis (a good example is the loss of town and city 
centre parking charges). So, Nottingham city council 
has to hack £28m from its spending, andis shutting 
children's centres and youth services. In Sheffield, they 
are reviewing library services and considering cutting 
vulnerable people's home care; in Croydon, the council 
is about to get rid of the council tax support worth 
up to £29 a weekto thousands of the borough's most 
vulnerable people. Tory-run Hampshire, meanwhile, is 


* 


Boris Johnson 
watches while 
Gordon Halfacre 
receives a Covid 
vaccine from 
corporal Lorna 
MacDonald, 
Northampton, 
January 2022 
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Through 

2020 and 2021, 
the government 
employed the slogan 
“Build back better”. 
Now those words are 
nowhere to be seen 


trying to somehow save £80M over two years, which 
means cuts to children”s social care, work with young 
offenders, education services and schooltransport. 
Through 2020 and 2021, the government employed 
aslogan that had been in sporadic circulation for at 
least 15 years, and was soon adopted by Joe Biden: 
“Build back better”. Now, at the very point you might 
have thought those three words would be more 
ubiquitous than ever, they are nowhere to be seen. 
More than ever, Johnson says whatever he thinks 
suits the moment and then moves on to something 
else. But even ifhe was halfway serious about using 
the state to radically rebalance the economy and 
society, Rishi Sunak's Treasury would balk at the 
spending involved - and in any case, an ideological 
shift is afoot in the Conservative party that looks likely 
to jettison even the meek kind of interventionism laid 
outin the “levelling up” white paper. Johnson's chief 
of staff, the MP Steve Barclay, says the prime minister 
is now “taking a close look” at how government can 
be hacked back, and that “it is a priority to restore 
a smaller state - both financially and in taking a 
step back from people's lives”. For these Tories, the 
pandemic's sudden burst of interventionism and 
collectivist thinking was terrifying: now they are 
reaching for the rewind button. 


abour clearly has different intentions, 

but still risks being complicit in 

Westminster's state of willed amnesia. 

Keir Starmer currently seems to 

be deep into the “I'm not Jeremy 

Corbyn” stage of his leadership, 

which is understandable but is also 

getting in the way of him convincingly 
speaking to the moment. His three watchwords are 
“security, prosperity and respect” - all abstract nouns, 
presumably chosen because they come up in focus 
groups, but not exactly brimming with meaning or 
topicality. In a technocratic lingo reminiscent ofthe 
1990s, Labour's plans for the economy promise a 
“learning”, “investing”, “innovating” and “trading” 
Britain, too often omitting the moral aspects of life and 
work that Covid has pushed to the surface. From time 
to time, Starmer talks about what we have all been 
through, but there is stillno real sense ofa centre-left 
party confidently speaking to a country reeling from 
the loss of180,000 people, and the experience of 
every aspect ofits collective life being upended. 

Ifyou want to instantly understand the normality 
we are returning to, consider the weekend”s reports 
in the Sunday Times about the Tory party”s “advisory 
board” of14 unbelievably wealthy donors, and 
allegations that some of them lobbied ministers to 
prematurely relax “measures designed to stop [Covid] 
transmission”, as well as voicing their opposition 
to “higher tax for the ultra-rich”. When Iread that, I 
thought of something George Orwell wrote in 1941, 
about the kind of Tory who believed that when the 
second world war was over, the country could be 
pushed “backto “democracy”, ie capitalism, back to 
dole queues and the Rolls-Royce cars, backto the grey 
top hats and the sponge-bag trousers”. England is a 
country with a tragic habit of simultaneously being 
obsessed with tradition and forgetting its own history. 
Itsays something about where we have arrived that 

those words sound less like a blast from the past than a 
very urgent warning. 
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À proxy war 


in Ukraine is 


a fools errand 


Simon 
Tisdall 


ndications that Britain and the US are secretly 
preparing to arm resistance fighters in Ukraine 
in the event of an invasion should raise red 
flags, and not just of the Russian variety. The 
effectiveness and wisdom ofinterveningin 
other people's conflicts by proxy, however 
seemingly justified, are open to serious 
question, as cold war-era history suggests. 
The mere mention of the word “resistance” conjures 
up, in some British minds at least, images of gallant 
bicyclists in berets, night-time airstrips lit by torches, 
and furtive wireless operators valiantly plotting to 
thwart the “Boche”. The recent film Munich: the Edge 
of War, in which “good” Germans conspire against 
“bad” ones, is a reminder that things are usually more 
complicated. Resistance has many faces. 


Tentative plans under discussion in Washington 
and London to supply weapons and other military 
equipment to Ukrainians who object to Kremlin- 
enforced regime change presuppose that Vladimir Putin, 
Russia's president, will launch the long-anticipated 
invasion and succeed in overthrowing Kyiv's elected 
government. Neither eventuality is a given. Putin 
may continue indefinitely to mess with western heads. 
Aninvasion could be repelled. 

Yet since Joe Biden, the US president, and Boris 
Johnson, his little trumpet boy, seem convinced that 
the worst will happen - the “biggest war in Europe since 
1945”, in the British prime minister's melodramatic 
words - it is only logical to assume the secret talks about 
post-invasion strategies have acquired a new urgency. 

Most public opinion undoubtedly sympathises with 
the Ukrainian citizens contemplating the destruction 
oftheir country's independence and democracy at 
the point ofa gun. Understandably, many people's gut 
instinct is to resist by all means possible. All the same, 
officially encouraging what could quickly turn into an 
extremely violent, long-running, possibly unwinnable 
struggle requires careful, calm consideration. 

It's easy to agitate for a fight when someone else is 
doing the fighting and when it's happening a long way 
away. There's a moral issue here: if you yourself decline 
to bloody your hands, should you really be egging on 
others to do so? If that does not give pause, then think 
about the practical implications. 

By helping Ukrainian guerrillas or freedom 
fighters or people's militias (the terminology alone 
is problematic) to kill Russian soldiers, the US and 
Britain would, in effect, be waging a proxy war against 
Russia. Russia would know this. Would it passively 
accept it? Or would it return fire in similarly unpleasant, 
asymmetrical and hybrid ways? Of course it would. Has 
Johnson thought about that? 


Then again, western powers are pretty hopeless at 
fighting proxy wars via resistance groups. Think of 
Ronald Reagan's disastrous Contra war in Nicaragua in 
the 1980s. Think ofthe Cuban Bay of Pigs, or how Iraq”s 
Shias and Kurds were urged to revoltin 1991 by George 
HW Bush and subsequently betrayed. Saddam Hussein 
slaughtered them by the thousand. Western politicians, 
prating about principle then as now, utterly failed them. 

Resistance groups can be hard to control. They travel 
unexpected paths. The most notorious example is 
Afghanistan, where some US-armed mujahideen groups 
fighting the post-1979 Soviet occupation went onto 
create the Taliban, who turned on their creators like 
Mary Shelley's monster. 

Proxy wars often do more harm than good, and 
western powers are not their only proponents. Consider 
the misery inflicted upon Yemen's desperate people by 
the proxy fight between regional rivals Iran and Saudi 
Arabia. History is littered with examples of countries 
where liberators, in overthrowing oppression, became 
oppressors. Look at Iran, look at Angola. The contrary 
argument is that each case is different. Ukraine is 
different. And so it is, at present. But a western-backed 
insurgency there could morph into confrontation with 
Russia. It's easy to see Johnson starting such a fight. 
Knowing him as we do, it's hard to see him finishingit. 

Ukraine needs allthe support it can get. But the best 
way to help - ifit is generally agreed that is the right 
thing to do - isnotto start a dirty war of assassinations, 
bombings, broken families and broken hearts. If 
Johnson and Biden truly want to make a difference - 
and ensure Putin backs off - they should assume the 
risk themselves, by offering full Nato membership to 
Ukraine”s government while it still has one. Don't send 
young Ukrainians to fight and die for democracy while 
you sit at home, declaring how terrible it allis. Stand up 
for what you say you believe, or pipe down. 
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The unruly chorus of common 
starlings (Sturnus vulgaris) fills 
the fields to the east of Otley, 
sending the sounds of chattering, 
chirping, tweeting and trilling 
across a radius of at least half a 
mile. immediately feel my spirits 
perk up at the sound of this jostling 
collective conversation, a ball of 
bright white noise in an otherwise 
muted February landscape. 

Iget closer and see hundreds 
of dark silhouettes festooning 
the bare branches ofa tall ash 
tree. Starlings are sometimes the 
subject of a certain petty prejudice; 
perhaps there is something 
uncomfortably insectoid in the 
way they teem and swarm, in 
their collective intelligence. Even 
their oily, iridescent plumage - 
which looks black at a distance 
butup-close shimmers green and 
purple like a puddle of petrol - has 
a hint of beetle armour about it. 

This group intellect is what 
enables starlings to produce 
their famous strobing, morphing 
murmurations, and while I 
don't see this happen today, I 
do get a hint ofthe hive mind in 
action. Iwalk towards the tree, 
but clearly get a bit too close, 
and the entire flock instantly 
muzzles itself, like the saloon 
falling silent in a western. A few 
moments of silence, the swarm 
sizes me up, and the cacophony 
gradually starts up again. 'm 
not very threatening, it seems, 
but the speed of their massed 
decision-making seems to border 
on the telepathic. 

Starling numbers plummeted 
a staggering 87% between 1967 
and 2015, and are stillin freefall. 
The rise of industrial agriculture is 
thoughtto be one ofthe possible 
causes, but the lightly managed 
fields around here probably still 
provide the birds with a rich larder 
ofinvertebrate food. This is just one 
example ofthe biodiversity value 
ofthis swathe of open country, 
and Leeds city councilisto be 
commended for listening to local 
voices and deciding to rethink its 
initial plans for a massive, poorly 
considered housing development 
in these fields. 

This is good news, at least 
for now. Any new plans must 
accommodate all the animal 
occupants of this landscape, 
not just the human ones. 
Carey Davies 


We do not publish letters where 
only an email address is supplied; 
please include a full postal 
address, a reference to the article 
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and publication of letters is subject 
to our terms and conditions: see 
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Real reform goes beyond 
abolishing the monarchy | 


: lifelong service, even by many of 

: us who advocate for a republican 

: Britain. This is the time to doit 

* With minimum fuss and rancour, 

: almost a celebration of Her Majesty 
: as Polly shrewdly recommends, 

: before moving onto becoming a 

: modern European state. 


Martin Kettle's thoughtful article 
on the future of the monarchy 
(Journal, 17 February) ended with 
the phrase “a story about the kind 
of country we choose to be”. AmI 
unduly pessimistic in thinking we 


have very little choice? The norms of : 
: Jenkins (Whisper it, but the time 
: isright for the Queen to abdicate, 
: 15 February) does not stay with 


our society are set primarily by huge 
international technology companies 
and their relationship with 


advertising and social discourse. Our : 
: state being chosen by birth and 

: religion is inherently absurd. It 

: isalso inherently undemocratic. 
: Tom Nairn, in his work The 

: Enchanted Glass, proposes that 
: the “constitutional monarchy” 

: is“both the apex and essence of 
: the British state, the symbol of 

: its backwardness”. 

nothing we (the people) can do, until : 
: the monarchy's role is powerless 

: and “emphatically detached 

: from political partisanship”. The 

: powersare real, evenifnot usually 

: exercised. The recent revelations 

: ofthe process of Queen's consent 

: further undermine the notion of 

: being free from partisanship and 

: independent ofthe political process. 


politics is conducted under systems 
and conventions that are no longer 
fit for purpose, where the House of 
Lords seems more representative of 
democracy and justice than either 
the Commons or the government. 
Not even supporters of Brexit can 
have chosen to bring the country to 
its present sorry state. And there is 


the powers allow us another vote. 
Yes, the monarchy needs 
changing (or for some, abolishing), 
but the whole structure is in 
desperate need ofreform. The 
status of the monarchy, the power 
and structure of the executive, the 
powers of legislation and scrutiny 
of parliament, the methods of 
election and appointment, justice 
and accountability - all these and 
no doubt other matters need to be 
examined publicly and forensically 
in citizens” assemblies. Then “we” 
can choose, and it isto be hoped 
that our political establishment will 


: listen and put through parliament 

: thebulkofour wishes, regardless of 
: the vested interests against them. 

: HughLegge 

: Northampton 


O Itis unfortunate that Simon 


his thought that the head of 


Itis simply notthe case that 


The removal of the crown from 


: the constitution and an elected 
: second house are minimum 

: requirements for a modern and 
: mature democracy. 

: Nigel Florence 

: Mevagissey, Cornwall 


O Itis refreshing to see Polly 
Toynbee argue clearly for the end 
of our feudal and anachronistic 
monarchy (We lose more than 
we gain with monarchy. Let's 
end itnow, 18 February). The 
Queen is rightly admired for her 


There is no guarantee that the 


: Queen's successors will be like 

: her. Electing our head of state 

: would allow all the safeguards 

: that Polly mentions to come 

: into effect. Most importantly, 

: itwillpullthe rug away from 

: class-based entitlement that 

: has bred a nation of inequality. 

: And let's have some meaningful 
: honours - drop the “empire” 

: asifit were alive and well, and 

: something that citizens who serve 
: their country and society should 
: be made “members” of. 

: Christopher Tanner 

: Llandovery, Carmarthenshire 


: O Polly Toynbee is right. The future 
: ofthe monarchy is worthy of a 

: full-blown inquiry. It will take time 
: to reach its conclusions, but who 

: seriously thinks that hereditary 

: peers is a feature we should be 

: happy within the 21st century, 

: and will there ever be a more 

: suitable monarch to be the last? 

: Itistimeto start the process. 

: Andrew Dean 

: Exeter 


Corrections and 
clarifications 


It's a hard day's night trying to get'to sleep 


At 97, getting to sleep can be 
a complicated affair (Letters, 
17 February). Igreet my first God, 
Jehovah, with a little prayer, then 
say “hello” to Allah followed by 
my Hindu friend, and finally turn 
to Buddha before counting to 
100, doing relaxation exercises. 
Turning from my right to left side, 1 
start all over again. 

Somehow, I must sleep because 
Iwake up in the early hours 
to relieve myself. And bingo, 
returning to bed I think back to the 
good days when I was 20. Getting 


: up to shower is an effort that is 
: manageable between 8am and 
: 10am. And the day begins. 

: Gabriel Aitman 

: Northwood, London 


: € When have trouble getting 

: tosleep, or actually more often 

: getting backto sleep after having 

: hadto goto theloo at around 3am, 
: Thave tried to develop a strategy 

: (counting anything has never 

: worked for me) whereby Ihaveto 

: useallthe letters in the alphabet 

: forlistsina particular category. 


: Capital cities, English football clubs 
: (Ido ignore X and Z, but thank you 

: OPR). The single-word names of 

: pop groups (ie Abba) work, but not 

: the Beatles. 


However, here's the thing 


: about the Beatles. Pve tried to 

: recall A-Z Beatles songs (here Iuse 
: every word in the title) repeatedly 
: over the years. There is no V. 

: Maybe Lennon and McCartney 

: knew and kepta song back? I 

: have hadto watch every second 

: of the eight hours of Get Back 

: through the night for clues - a hard 
: day's nightindeed. Help! 

: Frank Newhofer 

: Oxford 


Cornish people need support, not abuse 


Sir Tim Smit's intemperate 

denunciation of Cornish people 

as “tossers” for looking back 

to the good old days helps to 

highlight a number of things about 

contemporary Cornwall (Eden 

Project co-founder takes a swipe at 

Cornish nostalgia, 17 February). 
First, we should understand why 

many look back to a time before 

tourism and mass immigration 

made affording a decent home, 

or a home at all, beyond the 


: reach ofmany Cornish people. 

: The Cornish are now a minority 
: in Cornwall, and are more likely 
: to experience unemployment, 

: Jow wages and poor health than 
: non-Cornish residents. 


Second, Smit's remarks are not 


: just offensive, they are possibly 

: racist insofar as the Cornish are 

: arecognised ethnic minority, a 

: protected characteristic. Perhaps 

: Mr Smit should look a little further 
: into what Cornish people are 


: doingto develop their economy, 
: culture and language, and be 

: supportive rather than abusive. 

: Prof Malcolm Williams 

: CardiffUniversity 


: O Surely Cornish folk need 

: tolightenupalittle about 

: Tim Smit's words. When I was a 
: ladupnorth, Idon't recall being 
: unduly troubled by that old 

: favourite: “Derbyshire born and 
: Derbyshire bred: strongin the 

: arm and weakin the head? 

: Alan Hallsworth 

: Waterlooville, Hampshire 


€ There were several wrong notes 
in an article on live shows: Buddy 
Holly and the Crickets were said to 
consist of “two guitars, bass, and 
drums”, whereas by their 1958 UK 
tour they were a trio, with Holly the 
sole guitarist; the “Hammersmith 
Apollo”, which hosted David 
Bowie's 1973 gig, was at that time 
the Hammersmith Odeon; and a 
blue plaque marking the Who's 
1970 University of Leeds show was 
installed by Leeds Civic Trust, not 
English Heritage (Now that's what 
Icallmusic..., 11 February, G2, p6). 


Editorial complaints and corrections can be sent to 
guardian.readers(otheguardian.com or The readers" 
editor, Kings Place, 90 York Way, London N1 9GU. 
You can also leave a voicemail on 020 3353 4736 


Learning about joy 
from the Germans 


It's a pity the English language 
hasn't also adopted the word 
mitfreude (“with joy”) from the 
German, but only its negative 
opposite - schadenfreude (G2, 

16 February). Mitfreude is the joyful 
emotion we experience when 

we delight in others” good news, 
happiness or joy. How strange that 
we don't seemto have a word for it. 
Martina Crowther-Menn 
Cambridge 


O Arwa Mahdawi refers to the 
Adam Smith Institute's proposals 
(Privatising the moon may sound 
like a crazy idea but the sky's no 
limit for avarice, theguardian.com, 
17 February), but this is notnew. 
The influential sci-fi author 
Robert A Heinlein published 

The Man Who Sold the Moon in 
1950, describing predatory late 
capitalism trying to do just that. 
John Wilson 

London 


O Interesting to read suggestions 
of gigs that changed music (Letters, 
19 February), butlam upset by your 
error in saying Buddy Holly was 

the first rock'n'roll actto tour the 
country when we had rocked and 
rolled to Bill Haley a year earlier. 
Valerie Gidlow 

Faversham, Kent 


O Having had a childhoodin rural 
Wales, it was always amusing when 
visiting my widowed mother - who 
was living away from Wales - that 
we took our shoes off by the front 
door and wiped the soles with 
disinfectant (Letters, 19 February). 
My mother was keen to keep well 
living on her own - she died at 96. 
Helen Evans 

Ruthin, Denbighshire 


€ Ilookto the shoes and slippers 
to see who's home. 

Lucie Galvin 

Balboa Island, California, US 
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Obituaries 


Jan Pienkowski 


Iustrator and creator of 
the Meg and Mog children's 
books who used paper 
cut-outs to great effect 


an Pieúkowski, who 

has died aged 85, was a 

most originalillustrator, 

writer and designer of 

pop-up books, whose 

Polish childhood 

and experiences as a 

wartime refugee fed 
into his mesmerising work. He 
published more than 140 books for 
children and described the essence 
of his prodigious output simply as 
telling stories in pictures. 

Pieúkowski's characteristic 

style is immediately recognisable. 
For younger readers he worked 
in bright colours and used bold 
shapes. For older children, he 
often used a more varied palette 
with his trademark colourful ink 


washes as a background to black 
paper cut-outs. One of his most 
successful titles, in collaboration 
with the writer Helen Nicoll 
from 1972 until her death in 2012, 
was Meg and Mog, a series of 
illustrated adventures about a 
somewhat hapless witch and her 
stripy cat. Pienkowski said in an 
interview that Meg and Mog gave 
him the opportunity to use terrible 
monsters from his childhood and 
make them into harmless toys. 

He won the Kate Greenaway 
award in 1971 with the writer 
Joan Aiken for their second 
collaboration, The Kingdom Under 
the Sea. This was composed of 
the eastern European fairy tales 


that were close to Pieúkowski's 


Pienkowski 

at home in his 
west London 
studio in 2010, 
with a drawing 
of Meg, Mog 
and Owl. Right, 
Meg and Mog 
and his pop-up 
book Haunted 
House, both first 
published in the 
19705 
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heart and featured an early 
appearance of his beautiful 
silhouette illustrations. Their first 
collaboration was the equally 
delicately illustrated A Necklace 
of Raindrops (1968). His interestin 
paper cut-outs, he said, stemmed 
from a wartime experience in an 
air raid shelter in Warsaw, where 

a soldier had kept the young 
Pieúkowski amused by cutting 


newspapers into wonderful shapes. 


The masterful Haunted House 
won Pienkowski his second 
Greenaway award, in 1979. This 
deliciously scary yet funny 
pop-up book changed what 
could be achieved through paper 


He did 
admit that 
some 
Slavic folk 
tales are 
pretty 
terrifying 


engineering and he went on to 
explore this genre with titles 
including the inventive and funny 
Robot (1981) and the thrilling Little 
Monsters (1986). 

One or two critics questioned the 
frightening nature of many of his 
picture books, and he certainly had 
a tendency towards the macabre 
and gothic. Another inspiration for 
Pieúkowski was comics. As he put 
it, “the violence and hyperbole of 
the Old Testament stories found an 
echo in Desperate Dan and Dennis 
the Menace. They also gave me my 
palette?” He insisted that children 
like to be frightened in a safe place, 
although he did admit that some 
Slavic folk tales are pretty terrifying. 

Born in Warsaw, Jan was the only 
child of Jerzy Pieúkowski, a country 
squire before the second world 
war, and Wanda (nee Garlicka), a 
scientist. It was while being cared 
for by aneighbour that Jan first 
encountered the terrifying tales 
about a Baba Yaga-type figure. 

The woman would tell him “these 
totally unsuitable stories, getto a 
cliffhanger - and stop. Iused to have 
terrible dreams, nightmares, of this 
witch, always chasing me and trying 
toputmeinapot...Ithinkina way 
she gave birth to Meg 

Rural life on a farm was cut short, 
however, when the Nazis invaded 
Poland in 1939. The family moved 
to Warsaw, where his mother”s 
family lived, and his father worked 
briefly as a bailiff. When Jan was 
five years old, Jerzy, who had 
helped organise resistance groups, 
had to go underground for a year. 

The family then left Warsaw and 
travelled around Europe, including 
to Vienna, Italy and Germany, 
experiencing many hazards. They 
often lived in extreme hardship, 
and for a period they were forced 
to sleep in pits under train tracks. 
In 1946, they finally moved to 
Britain. Pieúkowski almost broke 
down when talking about this time 
in his life on Desert Island Discs in 
2009, saying that shrill sounds and 
screaming still frightened him. 

Asa young child, Piehkowski 
was taught by his mother, who 
encouraged his passion for 
drawing and making things. On 
arrivalin Britain, aged 10, he was 
sent to Lucton boarding school in 
Herefordshire, and added English 


sit stillfor two minutes. 
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to his already fluent German, Italian 
and Polish. His passion for art 
developed further after he started 
life-drawing classes at the age of 13. 

When the family moved to 
London, he attended the Cardinal 
Vaughan Memorial schoolin 
Holland Park, where he learned 
Latin and Greek, before going on 
to King's College, Cambridge, to 
study classics and English. There 
he gotto know Nicholas Tucker, 
the psychologist, critic and writer 
on children's literature, and an 
enduring friendship began. 

Although he was studying 
literature, even then Pieúkowski 
was busy illustrating for Granta 
magazine and designing posters 
for university theatre productions. 
Before Cambridge, Piehkowski had 
spent a couple of months in Rome, 
one of his favourite cities, where he 
discovered opera. This love of the 
arts was a constant in his life. 

In the early days of his career 
Pienkowski was employed to draw 
live on a BBC television children's 
programme, Watch!, and it was 
through that work that he first 
met Nicoll, then the producer of 
the show. He also worked in book- 
jacket design, advertising and 
greeting cards. 

After Nicoll died in 2012, he 
added further Meg and Mogtitles 
with new stories written by his 
partner, David Walser. Pieúkowski 
and Walser, a translator, artist, 
musician and writer, had been 
together for more than 40 years 
when they became civil partners in 
2005 - as soon asit was possible to 
do so - settling in Hammersmith, 
west London. A devout Catholic, 
Pieúkowski was sorry not to be 
able to have the union solemnised 
in church, although his priest said 
vespers for the couple. 

He produced several books 
with religious themes, such as The 
First Christmas (2014) and In the 
Beginning (2010), the latter with 
Walser's masterful adaptations 
from the King James bible. Other 
collaborations with Walser included 
a take on ETA Hoffmann's original 
Nutcracker story (2008), The Glass 
Mountain: Tales from Poland 
(2016), and a picture book retelling 
of Homer's The Odyssey (2019). 

Pienkowski was charming, 
good humoured and popular, with 
astreak of eccentricity. He was 
deeply attached to Britain and 
enjoyed life in London, but still 
felt close to his homeland, spoke 
Polish and had many Polish friends. 
He had a habit of picking up old 
discarded clothing and wearing it - 
probably a leftover from having had 
so little in the war years. 

Never without a little black 
notebook, he was constantly 
drawing from life. In 2019 he was 
awarded the Booktrust lifetime 
achievement award. 

He is survived by Walser. 

Morag Styles 


Jan Michal Piehkowski, illustrator, 
writer and designer, born 8 August 
1936; died 19 February 2022 


James Wharram 
Catamaran builder, 
maverick adventurer 
and Atlantic sailor 


n27 September 
1955, James 
Wharram set sail 
from Falmouth 
in a 2344ft flat- 
bottomed double 
canoe (now called 
a catamaran) 
that he had built himselfat a cost of 
£200, with no engine, and none of 
the electronic navigation equipment 
today's sailors take for granted. His 
quest was to cross the Atlantic, in 
order to prove that such a vessel, 
the ancient craft ofthe Polynesians, 
was an oceanworthy one. The boat 
was called Tangaroa, after the 
Polynesian god ofthe sea. 

With Wharram, who has died 
aged 93, were two German women, 
Jutta Schultze-Rhonhof and Ruth 
Merseburger, both of whom he was 
romantically involved with. “They 
were happy to share “their man”? he 
wrote. “There was no jealousy?” 

Wharram's book about this and 
subsequent voyages was titled Two 
Girls, Two Catamarans (1969) and 
itseemed like the ultimate hippy 
adventure, before hippies had been 
invented. But the trip was difficult. 
There were storms in the Bay of 
Biscay; in Spain Franco's Guardia Civil 
thought the travellers were spies; 
in Gran Canaria they encountered 
former SS officers escaping to South 
America; they nearly capsized twice 
crossing the Atlantic. 

Shultze-Rhonhof and Wharram 
were seasick and she found out 
she was pregnant. Meanwhile 
Tangaroa”s wooden hulls were being 
eaten by shipworms. Somehow, 
after a gruelling five-week crossing, 
they reached Trinidad. Ifanything, 
though, it was more like a beginning 
than an end. Schultze-Rhonhof 


sá 


Wharram 
wasnota 
typical 
yachtsman. 
He was 
often pe 
viewed with 
suspicion 


gave birth to a son named Hannes. 
Wharram built a new, bigger 
catamaran, named Rongo, that they 
sailed to New York, arriving in 1959. 

There he found himselfalongside 
Sir Edmund Hillary on a television 
quiz show called To Tell the Truth; 
the audience had to guess which 
ofthe three contestants posing as 
the mountaineer was the real one. 
Hillary helped Wharram win, and 
with the prize money he was able 
to buy a radio for his next voyage, 
another Atlantic crossing, back to 
Britain later that year. Wharram was 
well on his way to a life of seafaring, 
boat design and boatbuilding. 

He was born in Manchester, 
the only child of James, a builder, 
and his wife, Blanche (nee Cook). 
Asa teenager Wharram enjoyed 
climbing and roaming the moors. 
He also spent hours in the city”s 
central library reading about boats, 
particularly about the ancient 
Polynesian boats. The Voyage of 
the Kaimiloa by Éric de Bisschop 
(1939), about sailing from Hawaii 
to France, became a lifelong love 
and inspiration. He also studied 
George Bernard Shaw, HG Wells, 
Bertrand Russell, William Morris, 
Adam Smith, Karl Marx and John 
Maynard Keynes; he became 
chairman ofa Labour party youth 
group, but was saved from politics 
by his wanderlust. 

Wharram left technical college 
to travel and work around Europe, 
where he discovered a new love 
- women. Traudl, an Austrian 
psychologist, introduced him to 
Freud and Jung. Pat, an American 
10 years his senior, gave him a 
book called Boat Building in Your 
Own Back Yard. Backin the UK, he 
worked as a labourer, on a trawler, 


in a boatyard. Walking in the Lake 
District, he met Merseburger, who 
would accompany him on that first 
transatlantic voyage on Tangaroa 
with Schultze-Rhonhof, whom he 
had met at a swimming pool. 

Wharram married Schultze- 
Rhonhofin 1959, but she had a 
breakdown and died in 1961. Five 
years later, Wharram married 
Merseburger. They remained 
together until her death in 2013, 
joined in the late 1960s by Hanneke 
Boon, who met Wharram when 
her family, holidaying in Wales, 
had helped him on another boat- 
building project. He and Hanneke 
had a son, Jamie. 

There were other women coming 
and going, further catamarans, and 
further adventurous trips, then 
a business the three ofthem ram 
together from Cornwall, where 
they settled. Wharram designed 
catamarans based on Polynesian 
principles, and they sold the designs. 

These are not boats for the 
wealthy, but for enthusiasts to get 
to sea cheaply. And Wharram was 
notatypical yachtsman; itis not 
surprising the sailing establishment 
has often viewed him with suspicion. 

He was impossible to ignore, 
though, and slowly they came 
round to him. “Who is James 
Wharram?” asked the yachting 
writer Tom Cunliffe in Sail magazine 
in 2007. “Is he a philosopher, or 
acrackpot? A lifestyle guru or a 
libertine? Could he be a madman or 
might he be perhaps, unsettlingly 
sane? One thing is certain: he was 
one of20th-century seafaring's 
most famous figures” In 2018 he 
won a lifetime achievement award 
from Classic Boat magazine. 

In his last years Wharram 
had Alzheimer's disease. “He 
struggled with his diminished 
existence” wrote Boon, whom 
he married in 2018. “He could 
not face the prospect of further 
disintegration and made the very 
hard call to end it himself” 

He is survived by Hanneke, 
Hannes (now known as Jonathan) 
and Jamie. 

Sam Wollaston 


James Wharram, sailor and boat 
designer, born 15 May 1928; died 
14 December 2021 


esian god of'the sea 


Birthdays 


Eniola Aluko, footballer and 
commentator, 35; Sir John Bourn, 
former head ofthe National Audit 
Office, 88; James Dean Bradfield, 
musician, 53; Sara Britcliffe, 
Conservative MP, 27; Jean-Jacques 
Burnel, musician, 70; Jake Burns, 
singer and guitarist, 64; Charlotte 
Church, singer, 36; Jilly Cooper, 
novelist, 85; Tyne Daly, actor, 

76; Anthony Daniels, actor, 76; 
Vanessa Feltz, broadcaster, 60; 
Jonathan Safran Foer, author, 

45; Lady (Janet) Fookes, former 
Conservative MP, 86; Hannah 
Fry, mathematician, writer and 
broadcaster, 38; David Geffen, 
music and film producer, 79; Dame 
Helen Ghosh, former director 
general, National Trust, 66; Prof 
Usha Goswami, neuroscientist, 
62; Kelsey Grammer, actor, 67; 
Harald V, King of Norway, 85; 
Magnus Linklater, journalist, 

80; Michael McIntyre, comedian 
and broadcaster 46; Tuppence 
Middleton, actor, 35; Neil Oliver, 
archaeologist, author and 
broadcaster, 55; Chuck Palahniuk, 
writer, 60; Olga Polizzi, hotelier, 
76; Christina Rees, Labour MP, 68; 
Sophie Turner, actor, 26; David 
Wood, actor and playwright, 78. 


EE 
Letters 


Bamber Gascoigne 


In 1962I was one of eight members 
ofthe union drama group at 
Manchester University, invited 

to form two guinea-pig teams for 
anew TV quiz show to be named 
University Challenge. 

Sitting at two trestle tables in an 
empty studio at Granada TV, and 
with a briefto be a bit “studenty”, 
we were there to help audition 
prospective candidates to chair it. 
No buzzers yet, simply a sharp tap 
on the table with a pencil. 

The winner stood out head 
and shoulders above the others. 
Kind, witty, urbane, scholarly, 
old beyond his years and already 
in charge of the format, it was, 
of course, Bamber Gascoigne 
(obituary, 9 February), setting the 
shows tone for the next 25 years. 
Peter Kenvyn Jones 


Bamber Gascoigne displayed 

a sustained commitment to 
Liberal politics. He regularly 

put his name to appeals for the 
Liberal party and, more recently, 
the Liberal Democrats, seeing a 
natural connection between his 
involvement in the world of the 
arts and Liberal values. 

Michael Meadowcroft 


PERES] 

Reread our obituaries of” 
the Italian actor Monica 
Vitti and the humorist 

and satirist PJ O"Rourke 
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Sandwich sudoku 


1,3/6/4/8/5/2/9/7)28 
2/8/9/3/7/1]4|5|6]10 
4/7/5/9/6/2/3/8]1]19 
3/5/8/6/1/9/7/2/4/0 
6/9/4/7/2/8/1/3/5]271 
7/2/1/]54/3/8/6/9]26 
8/6/7/2/9/4/5/1/3]9 
9/1/3/8/5/7/6/4/2]0 
5/4/2/13/6/9/7/8]9 
30817286 219249 


Killer Sudoku 801 


7 2/1/5/6]9/4/3 
9 6/7/3 4]8/5|)2 
4 5/2/98]71,6 
1 3/6/2/7/4/8|5 
5 8/9/1/3/6/2/7 
2 7/8/4/5/3 9/1 
6/5/1/4/7/9/2/3]8 
8/2/4/3/6/1/5/7,9 
3/7 /9/]58 2/1 6/4 
Cryptic crossword 

Solution No. 28,679 

pib Penis 
FIRIA IL ES TENVIEN AL 
poi À ENSENH 
TU TITE DMA IRHE/A|DIS 
na É ca CHA 
WHE EMEXMHI BI TIORIS 
ETEHH fe fntnio 
AS TER IXESCREENS 
EMBANLEF à fed 
H/A/NDME D'OWINME/CHIO 
png É LHE 
AIS/P/IRANTIEMEL/IONS 
fude E BHENEEN 
D/IIVIE/S TMMO PENNEIS|S 
HPEsNvETERETREM 


É) 


Stuck? For help call 0906 200 83 83. 
Calls cost £1.10 per minute, plus your 
phone company's access charge. 
Service supplied by ATS. 

Call 0330 333 6946 for customer 
service (charged at standard rate). 
Want more? Get access to more than 
4,000 puzzles at theguardian.com/ 
crossword. To buy puzzle books, visit 
guardianbookshop.com or call 
0330333 6846. 


Killer sudoku 


Easy 


The normal rules of 
Sudoku apply: fill each 
row, column and 3x3 
box with all the numbers 
fromito 9. In addition, 
the digits in each inner 
shape (marked by dots) 
must add up to the 
number in the top corner 
ofthat box. No digit can 
be repeated within an 
inner shape. 


Codeword 


DI 
1 22: 


2 22 
E 
MM 


Each letter of the alphabet makes at least one appearance in the grid, 
and is represented by the same number wherever it appears. The letters 
decoded should help you to identify other letters and words in the grid. 


EE 
aaa 


oa 


Across 
1 Flamboyant bachelor's game has 
no limits (7) 
5 Champion footballer Isee (7) 
9 Indeed, cornet's not even ordered 
(7) 
10 Single male working as wise guy 
(7) 
11 Clapton covering 10cc? Strangely 
ofíbeat (9) 
12 Flower completes Monet's first 
artwork (5) 
13 In Exodus, he battles biblical 
kingdom (5) 
15 Surveys struggles to capture 
wicket after six balls (9) 
17 Old, old idea by alien to construct 
a distant Earth? (9) 
19 One serving drinks spills one 
drink (5) 
22 Magnificent devoted leader 
changing sides (5) 
23 Sacks carrying trade explosives 
(9) 
25 Politician's function to stop 
terrorists” influences (7) 
26 Startwithi+(2x22)+4+1+50 
(7) 
27 Fights against spoilt sisters (7) 
28 Fanatical about dressing in some 
tops? Not these (7) 


Down 
1 Provides the money to move 
Times? (7) 
2 Howto be green on bike (7) 
3 Piece of card (5) 
4 Feathers end up exciting wonder 
(5,4) 
5 Addup1+100to getscore (5) 
6 Very Liberal women labouring to 
secure victory promise (6,3) 
7 Great number going for river 
plunge (7) 
8 Names on doors? (7) 
14 Team having only clubs? (3,6) 
16 Occupy harbour (9) 
17 Before retailer collapsed, Tesla 
quit (7) 
18 During Monopoly, MP usually 
makes a mountain (7) 
20 Very extrovert principal wearing 
fancy shirt with flourishes (7) 
21 Makes noise like Brand and 
Bertrand, say? (7) 
23 Unites English in trouble (5) 
24 Connected to the internet, tense 
with excitement (5) 


